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INTRODUCTION 

Sunshine Ridge Park is an 8.01-acre park located on the far west side of Madison at 10327 Shady 
Birch Trail and was acquired by the Parks Division in 2014. Following the National Recreation and Parks 
Association recommendations, Sunshine Ridge Park is classified as a neighborhood park and has a 
service area of 1/2 mile. The nearest developed parks to this location are Cardinal Glenn, Sugar Maple, 
and Thousand Oaks. Acacia Ridge and Old Timber Parks are also near Sunshine Ridge Park, but at this 
time are undeveloped. See Adjacent Parks Map (Exhibit 1). 

In addition to Outlot 9, which currently compromises Sunshine Ridge Park, Parks staff also 
discussed the property immediately to the west. When this property is developed, Parks staff anticipate 
the parcel adjacent to Sunshine Ridge Park will be designated as public parkland. In the interest of a 
more robust and comprehensive development plan, both parcels were considered in this planning 
process. 

It is the intention of the Parks Division that this area's parks and amenities act as a cohesive 
system in order to maximize recreational potential. Therefore, in an effort to address the greater far 
west planning area as a whole, three undeveloped parks were included in this development planning 
process, including: Acacia Ridge, Sunshine Ridge, and Old Timber Parks. These parks underwent the site 
inventory and analysis and public input process as a group; however each has a separate development 
plan document and corresponding report. 

Photo: Location of Sunshine Ridge Park 
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Photo: Aerial view of Sunshine Ridge Park, circa 2020. 

HISTORY 

 
The parcel for Sunshine Ridge Park has extensive 

history as agricultural property. In the year 2014, this 
parcel was dedicated as public parkland in Outlot 9 as part 
of the Birchwood South development (see Exhibit 2). 
Sunshine Ridge Park and the surrounding neighborhood 
are part of the Pioneer Neighborhood Development Plan 
(see Exhibit 3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Aerial view of Sunshine Ridge Park, 
circa 1937 
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EXISTING PLANNING DOCUMENT 
 
 The Pioneer Neighborhood Development Plan contains general recommendations for park 
acreage and location for this area, including for Acacia Ridge, Sunshine Ridge, and Old Timber Park.  
However, as an undeveloped park, and a relatively new acquisition, Sunshine Ridge Park has not 
previously undergone any planning processes by the Parks Division. 
 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

Sunshine Ridge Park consists of 8.01 acres of abandoned agricultural crop field, a steep, wooded 
slope on the eastern boundary, and a vegetated windbreak on the western edge. The parcel slopes 
downwards from the east to the west, with steep slopes on the east side of the property, which can be 
seen on the Topography Map (see Exhibit 4). A majority of the park area features slopes upwards of 
11%, as shown in the Slope Analysis Map (see Exhibit 5). 

 
The dominant soil types on site include Kidder and a variety of silt loams, including: Griswold, 

Plano, Ringwood, St. Charles, and Troxel. Typical characteristics of these soils include 6-12% slopes and a 
well-drained profile. Kidder soils feature 10-20% slopes and are eroded.  

 
A vegetation survey was undertaken as a component of a previous planning effort (see Exhibit 

6). The eastern woods include several hardwood species such as Juglans nigra, Quercus macrocarpa, 
and Celtis occidentalis. The western windbreak is dominated by low-quality Acer negundo, typical of 
disturbed areas and woodland edges. Overall the site features numerous oak and native species.  

 
  
CURRENT USES AND MAINTENANCE PRACTICES 
 
 As an undeveloped park, Sunshine Ridge Park offers no formal amenities. The parcel is open to 
the public for unprogrammed activities. 
 
There are no current maintenance practices at the time of the writing of this report.  
 
PARK NAMING PROCESS 
  
 Park parcels receive “working names” when the City of Madison becomes the owner of the land. 
The names for the three parks involved in this development planning process, Acacia Ridge, Acer (now 
Sunshine Ridge), and Birchwood South (now Old Timber), are examples of working names. The Parks 
Division presented the official park naming policy and process to the public during both public meetings, 
and invited suggestions for new park names to be submitted through the community survey. At the 
second public input meeting, Parks staff polled participants on which new, official name they preferred. 
The Long Range Planning Committee then reviewed these names, which were accepted at the 
December 2022 Board of Park Commissioners.  
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 Acer Park received several suggestions for a new name, including: Driftless Edge, Shady Birch, 
Birchwood South, Sunshine Lane, Mountain, Ridge or Valley, and Rover Park. Attendees of the second 
public information meeting preferred Sunshine Ridge Park, and so after review by the Long Range 
Planning Committee and the Board of Park Commissioners the official name was revised from Acer to 
Sunshine Ridge Park.  
 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN PROCESS AND PUBLIC INPUT 
 

The development plan process included public input meetings (PIM), a community survey, and 
review by the Board of Park Commissioners, which is consistent with the adopted Park Master Plan 
Policy. 
 
Public Input Meeting #1 
 

The first public input meeting was held on June 23, 2022 and was advertised with signs placed in 
the park, postcards sent to residents within a 1/2 mile radius of the park, email notifications send to the 
alder and Cardinal Glenn and Birchwood Oaks neighborhood associations, social media posts, and on the 
Parks Project webpage. The public input meeting provided history, background, and context for the site 
and elicited neighborhood input on the park and potential amenities. This meeting was recorded and, 
along with a PDF version of the presentation, made available on the Project webpage.  
 
Online Community Survey 
 

To gather additional feedback, a community survey was created to gauge the desire for specific 
amenities that are typically offered within neighborhood parks while also identifying seasonal usage 
patterns and demographic information. A additional section was designed to elicit feedback and ideas 
regarding the names of the parks involved in this development planning effort. This survey was made 
available online and garnered 146 individual responses. The results of the survey were then compiled; 
these results can be seen in Exhibit 6.  
 
Neighborhood Association Meeting 
 

Representatives from the Cardinal Glenn and Birchwood Oaks neighborhood associations also 
independently gathered feedback, and met with Parks staff on August 1, 2022 to discuss their findings in 
relation to the draft development plans.  
 
Public Input Meeting #2 
 

After analyzing the input received at the first public input meeting, through the community 
survey, and from the neighborhood associations, two development plan design concepts were created. 
These development plans were provided for the community to review at a second public input meeting 
which was held on August 11, 2022. The second meeting was advertised with signs placed in the park, 
email notifications send to the alder and Cardinal Glenn and Birchwood Oaks neighborhood 
associations, email notifications to those who attended PIM #1, social media posts, and on the Parks 

http://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/about/documents/Madison-Parks-Master-Plan-Policy.pdf
http://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/about/documents/Madison-Parks-Master-Plan-Policy.pdf
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Project webpage. The majority of the public input meeting participants expressed a preference for the 
final proposed development plan for Sunshine Ridge Park. This meeting was also recorded and made 
available on the Project webpage. The presentations provided at both public input meetings can be seen 
in Exhibit 8. 

 
 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
 

For all three parks the top desired amenities identified through the development planning 
process were hiking/walking paths, sun/picnic shelters, off-leash dog areas, and preservation of the 
existing natural areas. Overall, there was strong representation and support for the broader themes of 
socializing, nature, shade, connectivity (in particular for pedestrians and bicyclists), variety (in terms of 
recreational opportunities), and canine access. The proposed park development plan for Sunshine Ridge 
Park (see Exhibit 9) took into consideration the varying topography, the potential for erosion in steeper 
areas, the existing vegetation, and the public input received by Parks staff.  
 
 
Native Vegetation  
 

The development plan includes the addition of “no-mow” vegetation in the abandoned 
agricultural area of the park. Parks staff received several comments supporting the reintroduction of and 
preservation of native vegetation in the park, as neighbors were in support of providing resources for 
wildlife and minimizing mowing. Additionally, over 82% of survey responses rated natural areas in parks 
as very or fairly important. Besides ecological benefits, the native vegetation also provides a buffer 
between residential lots and park users, offers opportunities for nature play, and physical and mental 
health benefits to park patrons. 
 
 
Nature Nook 
 
 The proposed nature nook will be an area designed to provide play opportunities for younger 
children in the 2-5 age range. Similar to existing nature play in other Madison parks, this area could 
feature a combination of logs, boulders, loose parts play, or features which encourage digging. Parks 
staff will perform public outreach and gather feedback from neighbors as a component of the 
construction process. Seating will be provided in this area. 
 
 
Council Ring 
 
 This area will act as an informal seating and gathering area in the park, and will be located at a 
confluence of trails.  
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Trails 
 
 A variety of trails, including paved, mowed, and hiking, will take advantage of the native 
vegetation and interesting topography in the park. Over 40% of survey respondents indicated they 
typically visit parks or outdoor recreation areas to walk/hike or view nature, and 26% said the 
opportunity to do so was lacking in their local public areas. Nearly 92% of respondents ranked 
hiking/walking paths as fairly or very important amenities to be included in their local parks. Adding 
trails to Sunshine Ridge Park will not only help meet this need, but will help improve connectivity 
throughout the Cardinal Glenn and Birchwood-Oaks neighborhoods. 
 
 
FUTURE EXPANSION AREA 
 

As discussed in the introduction of this report, Parks staff examined the property immediately to 
the west of Sunshine Ridge Park in anticipation of its future designation as park land. The consideration 
of both parcels in this planning process allowed for a more robust and comprehensive development 
plan. 

 
Off-Leash Dog Park 
 
 Parks staff heard strong support for dog-related amenities, both through submitted comments 
and survey results. Approximately 59% of survey respondents rated an off-leash dog park as a fairly or 
very important amenity for their local parks. According to studies conducted by Parks staff, the far west 
area of Madison is deficient in dog park facilities. This parcel, once developed, will help meet this need 
and offer sufficient acreage to build a sustainable off-leash dog park that will not share a property line 
with any residential parcels. 
 
 
Open Field/Play Space 
 
 The area to the south of the proposed off-leash dog area is designated as an open field/play 
space, which will provide unprogrammed recreational opportunities to the neighborhood. For example, 
pick-up games of soccer, tag, or Frisbee, which may be more easily conducted in a large field versus a 
smaller, residential lot. Over 48% of community survey respondents rated open fields (for soccer, 
Frisbee, catch, etc.) as fairly or very important to include in the development plan. 
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Exhibit 1: Existing Recreation 
Inventory
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Exhibit 5: Existing Elevation Inventory
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Exhibit 5: Existing Slope Inventory
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Exhibit 6: Existing Tree Inventory
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FAR WEST PARKS MASTER PLAN SURVEY
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9 1,237 141

Q1
How important are parks and open spaces to your quality of life?
Answered: 141
 Skipped: 5

Total Respondents: 141

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

ANSWER CHOICES AVERAGE NUMBER TOTAL NUMBER RESPONSES

EXHIBIT 7
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40.41% 59

2.05% 3

6.16% 9

41.78% 61

0.00% 0

9.59% 14

Q2
Why do you typically visit parks/outdoor recreation areas?
Answered: 146
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 146

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

To walk/hike
or view nature

To participate
in an organi...

To play a
pick-up or...

To take my
child(ren) t...

To go to an
event or...

Other (please
specify):

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

To walk/hike or view nature

To participate in an organized field sport match or practice

To play a pick-up or improvised game/field sport

To take my child(ren) to a playground

To go to an event or festival

Other (please specify):
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Q3
How often do you visit your local City of Madison parks (includes
Cardinal Glenn, Sugar Maple, and Thousand Oaks Parks) in the below

seasons? PLEASE CHECK A BOX FOR EACH SEASON.
Answered: 145
 Skipped: 1
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26.03% 38

9.59% 14

9.59% 14

14.38% 21

11.64% 17

28.77% 42

Q6
What do you feel is most lacking in your local public community areas?
Answered: 146
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 146

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Places to
walk/hike or...

Places for
children to...
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picnic and h...

Places to grow
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Other (please
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Places to walk/hike or view nature

Places for children to play

Places to picnic and have gatherings

Places to grow and eat local food

Places for organized field sport matches or practices

Other (please specify):
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Q7
Please rank the amenities below based on how important you feel it is
that they are included in the master plans for Acacia Ridge, Acer, and

Birchwood South Parks.
Answered: 146
 Skipped: 0
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Court (Full ...

Tennis/Pickleba
ll courts

Community
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Q14
During the master planning process, Parks officially designates a
name for the park(s) involved. Please check one box per park name based

on how you feel about the current proposed name.
Answered: 131
 Skipped: 15
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47.01% 55

23.93% 28
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Q16
OPTIONAL: If you are a parent/guardian, how many children live in
your HOUSEHOLD (aged 17 or younger only)?

Answered: 117
 Skipped: 29

TOTAL 117
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Zoom
6/23/2022
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INTRODUCTION

Sarah Close, City of Madison Parks Division

Adam Kaniewski, City of Madison Parks Division

Ann Freiwald, City of Madison Parks Division



WELCOME

Thanks for coming, we’re looking forward to working with you to plan the far west 
parks, including Acer, Acacia Ridge, and Birchwood South! We want to hear your 
thoughts and ideas, so to make sure everyone has an equal chance to speak…

- We address all comments/questions during discussion periods and at the end of 
the presentation. Please use the “Raise Hand” reaction if you have a question so 
staff can unmute you.

- No disparaging remarks about others’ comments.

- If you are not comfortable speaking tonight, please call, email, or take our online 
survey.



TONIGHT’S GOALS
What are we talking about?

Location of Acer, Acacia Ridge, and Birchwood South Parks and introduction to master planning 
process

What is there now?
Site inventory and analysis

Proposed draft master plans review

Now what?
Gathering public input/comments, revising draft plan(s), follow-up public 
information meeting



HOW OFTEN DO YOU VISIT A 
PARK OR AN OUTDOOR 
RECREATION AREA?

A. Multiple times per week
B. About once or twice a week
C. Once or twice a month
D. A few times a year
E. Other

Practice 
question!



I AM MOST INTERESTED IN THE 
MASTER PLANNING PROCESS 
FOR…

A. Acacia Ridge Park
B. Acer Park
C. Birchwood South Park
D. More than one of these parks



MASTER PLANNING

What is it?

A master plan:

oIs a forum for public input

oProvides a common vision for future management/development of a property through a 
public consensus building process

oAnalyzes site inventory and suitability (What is there now and what can we do with it?)

oProvides programming (aka activities), development, and resource protection 
recommendations

Questions answered by a master plan: What is going to happen, where-ish, when-ish, and 
about how much will it cost?

A 10,000 foot view!



MASTER PLANNING

A master plan does NOT:

oSpecify specific materials or finishes

oDesignate exact locations

oContain construction drawings (which include information like dimensions, colors, 
products, quality requirements, etc. )

Questions NOT answered by a master plan: Who is going to build it, when (exact 
date), and how much will it really cost?



MASTER PLAN PROCESS

Public Input 
Meeting #1

Community 
Survey

Public Input 
Meeting #2

Park 
Commission

If no, or 
minor 

changesWE ARE HERE



MASTER PLAN PROCESS_ 
OFFICIALLY NAMING THE PARKS

Staff recommends 
names

Long Range Planning 
Committee 

Considers Names

Public Input During 
Master Planning 

Process

Board of Park 
Commissioners 

Adopt Name with 
Master Plan

If no, or 
minor 

changesWE ARE HERE



Cardinal Glenn & Birchwood-Oaks Neighborhood 
Associations

Pioneer Neighborhood Development Plan

Existing Park & Recreation Opportunities

Acer, Acacia Ridge, & Birchwood South Parks

ZOOMING IN…



Birchwood-Oaks Neighborhood Association Cardinal Glenn Neighborhood Association



HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED 
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD?

A. A few months or less 
B. About a year to two years
C. About three to five years
D. Over five years
E. I don’t live in either of these 
neighborhoods
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Pioneer 9.0%

Taken from the City of Madison Neighborhood Indicators Project website.
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WHY DO YOU TYPICALLY VISIT 
PARKS/OUTDOOR RECREATION 
AREAS?

A. To walk/hike or view nature
B. To participate in an organized 
field sport match or practice
C. To play a pick-up game/field 
sport
D. To take my child(ren) to a 
playground
E. To go to an event or festival
F. Other



WHAT DO YOU FEEL IS MOST 
LACKING IN YOUR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY SPACES?

A. Places to walk or bike for 
exercise
B. Places for children to play
C. Places to picnic and have 
gatherings
D. Places to grow and eat local 
food
E Places for organized field sport 
matches or practices
E. Other







ACACIA RIDGE PARK

oHistory

oExisting Conditions
o Aerial
o Site Photos
o Topography and Slope
o Soils



HISTORY

oParcel dedicated to the City of Madison in 2019 as part of the Cardinal Glenn 
development

oLong history as a fence row/wind break on agricultural property

oNo significant or suspected archaeological artifacts/buildings on site



EXISTING CONDITIONS

o Aerial

o Site Photos

o Topography and Slope

o Soils
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Aerial View 1955









Pioneer NDP Future Land Use Plan
Note blue parcel to E of Acacia Ridge 
Park, marked as institutional (school)

DRAFT MASTER PLAN - DISCUSS



Singletrack Bike Trails
Singletrack has a width that varies from just a little wider than your shoulders on up to a 
track that's just wide enough for two bikes to pass. Many singletrack trails are open to 
one-way travel and wind their way through the best terrain that the landscape offers. 
Some singletrack trails also offer challenge elements as seen below.



ACER PARK

oHistory

oExisting Conditions
o Aerial
o Site Photos
o Topography and Slope
o Soils
o Vegetation



HISTORY

oParcel dedicated to the City of Madison in 2014 as part of the Birchwood Point 
development

oLong history as a fence row/wind break on agricultural property

oNo significant or suspected archaeological artifacts/buildings on site



EXISTING CONDITIONS

o Aerial

o Site Photos

o Topography and Slope

o Soils

o Vegetation
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Aerial View 1955











DRAFT MASTER PLAN - DISCUSS



BIRCHWOOD SOUTH PARK

oHistory

oExisting Conditions
o Aerial
o Site Photos
o Topography and Slope
o Soils



HISTORY

oParcel dedicated to the City of Madison in 2018 as part of the Birchwood Point 
development

oLong history as agricultural property

oNo significant or suspected archaeological artifacts/buildings on site



EXISTING CONDITIONS

o Aerial

o Site Photos

o Topography and Slope

o Soils



A
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Aerial View 1955









DRAFT MASTER PLAN - DISCUSS



NEXT STEPS
• Gathering public input 

• Be sure to contact us with comments or take/submit the 
Community Survey!

• Madison Parks will analyze public input and site conditions
• What do residents want and what can the site provide?

• Public Input Meeting #2
• Day and time to be announced
• Conceptual plans will be presented for public review and 

voting!

Watch the City Parks “Project Portal” website for the Community Survey and project updates!
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/acacia-ridge-park-master-plan
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/acer-park-master-plan
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/birchwood-south-park-master-plan



CONTACT US:
SARAH CLOSE
OFFICE: (608) 263-6850
EMAIL: SCLOSE@CITYOFMADISON.COM

COMMENTS?



FAR WEST MASTER 
PLANNING EFFORT

AC AC IA RIDGE,  AC ER,  BIRC H WO OD SO UTH  PA RKS

Public Meeting #2
Zoom
8/11/2022



INTRODUCTION

Sarah Close, City of Madison Parks Division

Adam Kaniewski, City of Madison Parks Division

Ann Freiwald, City of Madison Parks Division



WELCOME

Thanks for coming, we’re looking forward to working with you to plan the far west 
parks, including Acer, Acacia Ridge, and Birchwood South! We want to hear your 
thoughts and ideas, so to make sure everyone has an equal chance to speak…

- We address all comments/questions during discussion periods and at the end of 
the presentation. Please use the “Raise Hand” reaction if you have a question so 
staff can unmute you.

- No disparaging remarks about others’ comments.

- If you are not comfortable speaking tonight, please call or email.



TONIGHT’S GOALS

Recap of the previous meeting
-Master planning process and site inventory and analysis

What did we hear?
-Summary of public input

Review and discuss master plan concepts

Now what?

Park naming process review



MASTER PLAN PROCESS: 
OFFICIALLY NAMING THE PARKS

Staff recommends 
names

Long Range Planning 
Committee 

Considers Names

Public Input During 
Master Planning 

Process

Board of Park 
Commissioners 

Adopt Name with 
Master Plan

If no, or 
minor 

changesWE ARE HERE



POLLS ON ALTERNATIVE PARK 
NAMES- BIRCHWOOD S. AND 
ACER



MASTER PLAN PROCESS

Public Input 
Meeting #1

Community 
Survey

Public Input 
Meeting #2

Park 
Commission

If no, or 
minor 

changesWE ARE HERE



MASTER PLANNING

What is it?

A master plan:

oIs a forum for public input

oProvides a common vision for future management/development of a property through a 
public consensus building process

oAnalyzes site inventory and suitability (What is there now and what can we do with it?)

oProvides programming (aka activities), development, and resource protection 
recommendations

Questions answered by a master plan: What is going to happen, where-ish, when-ish, and 
about how much will it cost?

A 10,000 foot view!



MASTER PLANNING

A master plan does NOT:

oSpecify specific materials or finishes

oDesignate exact locations

oContain construction drawings (which include information like dimensions, colors, 
products, quality requirements, etc. )

Questions NOT answered by a master plan: Who is going to build it, when (exact 
date), and how much will it really cost?



COMMUNITY SURVEY

“Other” included dog-related amenities, pickleball/tennis, trail 
connectivity, or combo of the other options.



COMMUNITY SURVEY



ADDITIONAL INPUT
Birchwood South:
• PICKLEBALL
• Shade option
• Replace youth soccer with ?

Acer
• Dog park ASAP
• Preserve nature
• Single track vs hiking?

Acacia Ridge
• Soccer fields = boring
• Other options?

General themes: nature, shade, connectivity, areas to socialize, variety, dogs



BIRCHWOOD SOUTH PARK

oHistory

oExisting Conditions
o Aerial
o Site Photos
o Topography and Slope
o Soils
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Aerial View 1955





DRAFT MASTER PLAN - DISCUSS





ACACIA RIDGE PARK

oHistory

oExisting Conditions
o Aerial
o Site Photos
o Topography and Slope
o Soils



A
E
R
I
A
L

Aerial View 1955





Pioneer NDP Future Land Use Plan
Note blue parcel to E of Acacia Ridge 
Park, marked as institutional (school)

DRAFT MASTER PLAN - DISCUSS



Singletrack Bike Trails
Singletrack has a width that varies from just a little wider than your shoulders on up to a 
track that's just wide enough for two bikes to pass. Many singletrack trails are open to 
one-way travel and wind their way through the best terrain that the landscape offers. 
Some singletrack trails also offer challenge elements as seen below.





ACER PARK

oHistory

oExisting Conditions
o Aerial
o Site Photos
o Topography and Slope
o Soils
o Vegetation



A
E
R
I
A
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Aerial View 1955







DRAFT MASTER PLAN - DISCUSS



Nature Nook 
examples- Slater 
and Paunack Parks

Council Ring 
examples



Red = Existing Ped/Bike Routes
Yellow = Proposed/Future 
Ped/Bike Routes

Neighborhood Circulation 
Routes



NEXT STEPS
• Board of Park Commissioners 12/14/22

• Approval of Master Plans 
• Funding

• 2023 & 2024 requests for Birchwood
• Acacia Ridge & Acer 5-10 years out
• Pending Common Council approval

Watch the City Parks “Project Portal” website for project updates!
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/acacia-ridge-park-master-plan
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/acer-park-master-plan
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/birchwood-south-park-master-plan



CONTACT US:
SARAH CLOSE
OFFICE: (608) 263-6850
EMAIL: SCLOSE@CITYOFMADISON.COM

COMMENTS?
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Ski Trail - Existing
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Hiking Trail - Existing
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Stream/Ditch - Planned
Trees - Existing
Trees - Planned
Prairie/Low Mow - Existing
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Contours - Existing
Contours - Planned
Property Line - Existing
Property Line - Planned
Greenway - Existing
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