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Hon. Dave Cieslewicz

Mayor

City of Madison

210 Martin Luther King, Jr., Blvd, Rm 403
Madison, Wi 53704
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Re: Propoged Ordipance 37309

Dear Mavor Cieslewicz,

I am writing to express concern that Proposed Ordinance No 37309 may have o
chilling effect on the First Amendment rights of citizens of Madison, particularly sreall
business people. The Amevican Bookseliers Foundation for Free Expression is the
bookseller's voice in the fight ageinst censorship. It 1epresents thousands of
independent bookstores throughout the country

Proposed Ordinance 37309 amends the city law requiring lobbyvists 1o register
and repoit expenses relating to their lobbying activitiess. While the City of Madison
certmmly has 8 right to pass a law to regulate lobbying activities, it must be careful not to
define lobbying so broadly that it impinges on the right of citizens to express their
opinions on issuss of ¢ivic importance

We believe that Proposed Ordinary 37309 may have that effect. It requires
anyene who spends more than 350¢ in “lobbying expenditures” 1o regisier as a lobbyist
and file quartetly spending statemems. This might not be a problem if lobbying
expenditures consisted of monies pald in direct lobbying expenses. However, City
Attorney Michael P. May recently informed 8 small business owner that she mus
comsider all of the time she spends at public meetings as if she were being paid by hex
business Based on her estimate that she spends § to ten hours at meetings each week,
ghe would ciesrly meet the definition of a lobbyist and be forced to decide either to
register or to curtail her civic aciivities

We can’t believe that the City of Madison intends to limit the activity of its most
public spivited citizens. The small business owner in question has volunieered long
hours of her time on & wide range of issues It is rue that many of them rejate to the
business community However, most have no direct impact on her business. Asa
result, there is a danger that Proposed Ordinance 37903 will silence her and other
citizens who own businesses and who have a deep commitment o helping their city
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There is a potential constitutional issue heze as well Freedom of speech is
protecied by the First Amendment If someone files a successful cousrt chalienge
10 Proposed Ordinance 37309 on First Amendment grounds, the City of Madison may
be forced 1o pay the plaintiff's atiorneys’ fees. In other cases, state any local
govarnments have been forced 10 pay hundreds of thousands of dollars for vielating the
frez speech rights of their citizens.

We urge you to amend Proposed Ordinance 37309 to ensure that First
Amendment rights remain fully protected in Madison
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Singerely yours, (
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Christophef Finan
President

co: Members of the Madizon Commeon Uouneil



