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Olbrich Botanical Gardens  
Comprehensive Master Plan
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COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING

A spatial framework to 
guide implementation 
of a vision for the future 
of the Gardens over the 
next 15 to 20 years.

A guest engagement 
framework to tell the 
stories of the Garden, 
inspire diverse 
audiences, and meet 
our mission. 

+

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN INTERPRETIVE PLAN

+

ECONOMIC PLAN

A financial model that 
provides the analytical 
framework for smart 
decisions about the 
future of the Gardens. 
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OLBRICH PLANNING HISTORY

1994-1997	

		  OBS fundraising to acquire Garver property

2001 Master Plan

		  Olbrich Gardens Master Plan (includes Garver property)

2009 Master Plan for Olbrich Park		

		  Designates 9.8 acres for future expansion

2010 – Resolution 10-100064	 		  			 

		  Authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Land Use

 		  Restriction to restrict the use of a portion of Olbrich Park as

 		  parklands devoted primarily to botanical gardens

2026	 Olbrich Comprehensive Master Plan
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FRAMEWORK DOCUMENTATIONDISCOVERY

PHASE A PHASE B PHASE C

20262025

PUBLIC MEETINGS

OCT

Public 
Meeting #1
Jan 22

DEC FEB APR MAY JUNMARNOV JAN JUL

Public 
Meeting #2
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Public 
Meeting  #3
May 22

Sharing and Building 

Consensus
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 ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS

Public Workshop 1 
12pm and 6pm  (Jan 22)

Pop-up at Farmers Market 
(Feb 7)

Bayview (Mar 5)

Family Prom
(Feb 7)

Public Meeting 3 - May 20

NEXT WEEK

Goodman Center (Mar 9)Big Brother Big Sister (Feb 25)

Public Workshop 2
12pm and 6pm  (Mar 17)
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WHAT WE’VE LEARNED

Guiding Principles
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WHAT MAKES OLBRICH SPECIAL

Diversification of 
Offerings

Balance of Respite 
and Gathering

A Welcoming 
Arrival Experience

Sense of Discovery and 
Wonder 



OLBRICH BOTANICAL GARDENS

DESIGN FRAMEWORK
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GARDEN SPACES
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COTTONWOOD 
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PARKING SPOTS: 200 SPOTS

HOCKEY
RINK

PARKING SPOTS: 150 SPOTS

RAIN GARDENS
RAIN GARDENS
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UPDATED PLAN

PLAYGROUND STAYSPLAYGROUND STAYSPLAYGROUND STAYS

ICE
RINK



HIERARCHY OF CIRCULATION
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OLBRICH BOTANICAL GARDENS

QUESTIONS
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