PLANNING DIVISION REPORT
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
July 21, 2008
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1. Requested Action: Approval of an amended conditional use to allow wall murals at 1202
Williamson Street.

2. Applicable Regulations: Section 31.15, the Street Graphics Ordinance requires that wall
murals obtain approval as a conditional use. Section 28.12 (11) provides the guidelines
and regulations for the approval of conditional uses.

3. Report Drafted By: Kevin Firchow, AICP, Planmer

GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Applicant: Sharon Kilfoy; 1020 Williamson Street; Madison, W1 53703

- Property Owner: Social Justice Center, Inc; 1202 Williamson Street

2. Development Schedule: The applicant has not specified a project schedule.

3. Location: The subject property is located at the northeast corner of Williamson and Few
Streets; Aldermanic District 6; Madison Metropolitan School District.

4. Existing Conditions: The property includes a one-story office building zoned C2 (General
Commercial District) and HIS-TL (Third Lake Ridge Local Historic District).

5. Surrounding Land Use and Zoning: The subject property is located among commercial
and residential buildings spanning both sides of Williamson Street. Surrounding
properties are also zoned C2.

6. Adopted Land Use Plan: The City of Madison Comprehensive Plan recommends
Neighborhood Mixed Use (NMU) for this parcel.

7. Environmental Corridor Status: The property is not located within a mapped environmental
corridor.

8. Public Utilities & Services: The property is served by a full range of urban services.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW

This application is subject to the conditional use standards of Section 28.12 (11)(g) and the street
graphics standards of Section 31.15.
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ANALYSIS, EVALUATION, AND CONCIIISION

The applicant proposes to design and install a series of wall mural panels along the Few Street
side of the Social Justice Center at 1202 Williamson Street. Over two decades ago, the Street
Graphics Ordinance was amended to provide review and approval of exterior wall murals by the
Plan Commission under the conditional use process for the primary purpose of allowing input
from neighborhood residents on a given proposal.

The theme of the murals is “Willy Street in the 70°s-Changing the World.” In the letter of
intent, the applicant describes the project as telling the story of the artists, poets, and musicians
who lived on Williamson Street in the 1970s when the area was primarily a working class,
industrial area.

The applicant has provided a sketch showing a series of four by eight foot cement board panels.
Panels will be painted after being attached to the building and will include historical information
alternating with the murals.

The applicant notes the Willy Street Park Association, Marquette Neighborhood Association,
Wil-Mar Neighborhood Center, and the Greater Williamson Area Business Association have
endorsed this proposal.

The Planning Division does not believe this proposal to be in conflict with the City
Comprehensive Plan. The property is within the Third Lake Ridge Historic District, however,
the City’s preservation planner notes the subject building is not of historical significance. The
Landmarks Commission approved the project at its July 2, 2008 meeting.

Unless testimony is provided at the public hearing to the contrary, the Planning Division believes
that the conditional use standards can be met for this proposal, provided the panels include no
commercial message.

RECOMMENDATION

The Planning Division recommends that the Plan Commission find that the conditional use
standards are met and approve the wall murals at 1202 Williamson Street, subject to input at the
public hearing and comments from reviewing agencies.
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____ Review the above as per time scheduie set in Chapter 16. 23(5)(b)2 16.23(5)(3)3; or Chapter 28, City of Madison
Ordinance; OR your agency’s comments cannot be considered prior to action.
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comments.
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