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November 14, 2023 
 
Jessica Vaughan 
Urban Design Commission 
DP&C&ED 
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Suite 017 
Madison, WI 53701 
 

Dear Jessica, 

This Letter of Intent is to describe the intended façade alteration at 668 State Street.  The 
owner and tenant wish to alter the façade in the second-floor area to enhance visibility to and 
from the second-floor tenant space.  A secondary purpose is to enhance daylighting within the 
space, currently served by a band of windows with higher sills.  As the space beyond has 
changed use numerous times over the years, and no longer serves as a retail or office space, 
enhanced daylight and visibility are important for the success of the tenant that is moving into 
the space.  Second-floor commercial spaces that depend on foot traffic often suffer from a 
lack of connectivity to the street.  

We propose to enlarge the central windows of the second floor, lowering the sills to the floor, 
and integrating mullion patterns with the existing first floor.  The existing windows on the 
façade are aluminum storefront-type windows, The color and type are to match the existing 
windows on the first floor which are to remain.  Stone would be salvaged and re-used on the 
façade.  Additionally, the owner will be undertaking repairs to the stone above the second-
floor window which has recently been removed for safety reasons.  

With regard to the Downtown Urban Design Guidelines items 3-5, the proposed alteration 
respects the historic pattern and rhythm of the existing window openings, vertically and 
horizontally while enhancing visual interest.  The altered central window on the 2nd floor takes 
cues from the first-floor window spacing pattern, the existing symmetrical layout and has 
matching materials.  Preservation and re-use of existing stone sills is important to retain a 
connection to the historic character.  No materials are introduced that are not already present 
on the façade.   

This investment is supported by a grant from the City in addition to private funds and will 
enhance the prospect of success for the second-floor tenant.  It also complements the existing 
façade language without deviation from the material palette.     

Sincerely, 

 
Aro Eberle Architects, Inc. 
Matthew Aro, AIA 
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