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Environmental justice is the fair 
treatment and meaningful involvement 
of all people regardless of race, color, 
national origin, or income with respect to 
the development, implementation, and 
enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies. 

What is Environmental Justice?

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice


What is Environmental Justice?

1960’s Civil Rights Movement

• Social Justice
• Equal Protection
• End to Institutional Discrimination



What is Environmental Justice?

1982 – PCB Landfill in Warren County, North Carolina

The landfill was located in rural Warren County, which 
was primarily African American. Warren County has 
about 18,000 people living in the county. Sixty-nine 
percent of the residents are non-white, and twenty 
percent of the residents live below the federal poverty 
level. 

- Six-week trucking opposition, with collective 
nonviolent direct action, which included over 550 
arrests https://www.energy.gov/lm/services/environmental-

justice/environmental-justice-history

https://www.energy.gov/lm/services/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-history
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What is Environmental Justice?

In 1987, the United Church of Christ, through its Commission for Racial Justice, 
prepared a report, “Toxic Wastes and Race in the United States,” which provided the 
concrete evidence that had so far been lacking. The church’s researchers found that 
race was more strongly correlated with the placement of a hazardous-waste facility 
than any other single factor, and remained so even when they controlled for income 
and geographic area. The report also indicated that three of the country’s five largest 
commercial hazardous-waste landfills, comprising forty per cent of the nation’s entire 
commercial-landfill capacity, were located in black or Hispanic communities.

Two decades after its initial report, the United Church of Christ published a follow-up, 
“Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty.” It found that little had changed in the intervening 
years; most of those living within 1.8 miles of a hazardous-waste facility today are 
people of color.

http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/unitedchurchofchrist/legacy_url/13567/toxwrace87.pdf?1418439935
http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/unitedchurchofchrist/legacy_url/491/toxic-wastes-and-race-at-twenty-1987-2007.pdf?1418423933


What is Environmental Justice?
1991 - First National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit 

https://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.pdf

2) Environmental Justice demands that public policy be based on mutual respect and 
justice for all peoples, free from any form of discrimination or bias. 

3) Environmental Justice mandates the right to ethical, balanced and responsible uses 
of land and renewable resources in the interest of a sustainable planet for humans 
and other living things. 

7) Environmental Justice demands the right to participate as equal partners at every 
level of decisionmaking, including needs assessment, planning, implementation, 
enforcement and evaluation. 

https://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.pdf


What is Environmental Justice?

• West Harlem Environmental Action
• Indigenous Environmental Network
• Southwest Network for Environmental 

and Economic Justice
• National Environmental Justice 

Advisory Council

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice


https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/

https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/


"Environmental racism" is a term used to describe 
how communities of color are unfairly impacted by 
pollution and environmental disasters. It refers to "the 
disproportionate exposure of Blacks to polluted air, 
water and soil," writes New York Times reporter John 
Eligon. "It is considered the result of poverty and 
segregation that has relegated many Blacks and other 
racial minorities to some of the most industrialized or 
dilapidated environments."

What is Environmental Justice?

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/22/us/a-question-of-environmental-racism-in-flint.html?_r=1


Other Related Terminology:

A fenceline community is a neighborhood that is immediately adjacent to a company and is 
directly affected by the noise, odors, chemical emissions, traffic, parking, and operations of 
the company.  Fenceline communities in the United States that are next to plants that emit 
hazardous waste are disproportionately inhabited by people of color and the working poor

Frontline communities are those that experience “first and worst” the consequences of 
climate change. These are communities of color and low-income, whose neighborhoods 
often lack basic infrastructure to support them and who will be increasingly vulnerable as 
our climate deteriorates. These are Native communities, whose resources have been 
exploited, and laborers whose daily work or living environments are polluted or toxic.



Climate Justice

Climate justice is a 
term used for framing 
global warming as an 
ethical and political 
issue, rather than one 
that is purely 
environmental or 
physical in nature.

https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/education/local_schools/hundreds-of-students-march-on-state-capitol-to-
demand-action/article_fb5461a6-a69e-5c9d-8f41-f84d81e3736a.html

https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/education/local_schools/hundreds-of-students-march-on-state-capitol-to-demand-action/article_fb5461a6-a69e-5c9d-8f41-f84d81e3736a.html


Jobs / EJ Nexus

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/25022019/plastics-hub-appalachian-
fracking-ethane-cracker-climate-change-health-ohio-river

https://www.wastedive.com/news/new-jersey-environmental-
justice-bill-covanta-frontline-communities-waste-facilities-
health/582940/

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/25022019/plastics-hub-appalachian-fracking-ethane-cracker-climate-change-health-ohio-river
https://www.wastedive.com/news/new-jersey-environmental-justice-bill-covanta-frontline-communities-waste-facilities-health/582940/


#DAPL – Dakota Access Pipeline

https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/02/22/514988040/key-moments-in-the-dakota-access-pipeline-fight

https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/02/22/514988040/key-moments-in-the-dakota-access-pipeline-fight


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-
interactive/2019/may/06/cancertown-louisana-reserve-special-report

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2019/may/06/cancertown-louisana-reserve-special-report


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/09/08/us/houston-
hurricane-harvey-harzardous-chemicals.html

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/09/08/us/houston-hurricane-harvey-harzardous-chemicals.html


Enbridge, a Canadian company, wants to expand its 
pipeline network throughout the Midwest to transport 
tar sands from the Canadian boreal forests to the Gulf 
Coast, primarily for export. With aggressive campaigns 
on the East and West Coasts opposing export 
plans, Enbridge is seeking to make the Midwest a tar 
sands freeway to get the oil south.

Enbridge’s Line 61 travels through Wisconsin from 
Superior to Delavan, then crosses the Illinois state line 
and continues south to refineries. Enbridge is close to 
tripling Line 61’s capacity from the original 400,000 
barrels per day (bpd) to 1.2 million bpd—45% more 
than the Keystone XL and 155% more than the Dakota 
Access Pipeline.

https://350madison.org/tar-sands-2/

https://350madison.org/tar-sands-2/


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/20
19/related/acts/33

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/related/acts/33




• MGE owns 8.3% of the Elm Road 
Generating Station in Oak Creek that has 
state-of-the-art emission controls.

• MGE owns 20.4% of the Columbia Energy 
Center, which has ongoing major projects 
to update its emission control technology. 
MGE is in the process of reducing its 
ownership share in the Columbia Energy 
Center in Portage.

Energy Consumption – Electricity 

https://www.mge.com/about-mge/electricity/electricity-sources

https://www.mge.com/about-mge/electricity/electricity-sources


https://www.eia.gov/state/maps.php

https://www.eia.gov/state/maps.php


https://racinecountyeye.com/oak-creek-neighbors-renew-coal-dust-concerns-after-fence-falls/

https://racinecountyeye.com/oak-creek-neighbors-renew-coal-dust-concerns-after-fence-falls/


https://www.naacp.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/CoalBlooded.pdf

https://www.naacp.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/CoalBlooded.pdf


4.2.9 Develop Green Zones and Energy Investment Districts 
Policy Framework 

Green zones or energy investment districts provide a framework 
for equitable energy policies by infusing impacted communities 
with the financial and technical assistance needed for 
development of local renewable energy resources. 

There are five aspects to this model: 

1. Identifying overburdened and impacted communities. 
2. Prioritizing identified communities for public investment. 
3. Advancing on-the-ground models. 
4. Providing resources and assistance to impacted 

communities. 
5. Establishing community governance and democratic 

decision-making processes 

https://madison.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=7072081&GUID=1129163D-F7C1-41D8-9694-AA9EFFCA66FF

https://madison.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=7072081&GUID=1129163D-F7C1-41D8-9694-AA9EFFCA66FF


https://mejo.us/ https://midwestadvocates.org/

https://mejo.us/
https://midwestadvocates.org/


What is Environmental Justice?

Discussion Questions:

• What are some of the key take-aways from today’s presentation?

• How concerned are you with environmental justice issues happening in the United States? In 
the Madison Region?

• What environmental justice issues you feel are the most pressing in the US?  In the Madison 
Region?

• What should environmental justice look like in our own community?



Stacie Reece
Sustainability Program Coordinator
Engineering Division
210 MLK, Jr. Blvd. CCB Room 115
Madison, WI 53703-3342
sreece@cityofmadison.com
608-261-9823

THANK YOU! – Q & A

Source: RENEW WisconsinSource: Jeanne Hoffman

sreece@cityofmadison.com

