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  Sign Variance Request 4722 E Washington Ave 

  March 8, 2016 

 

 

March 8, 2016 

 

 

 

Urban Design Commission 

City of Madison 

 

 

RE:  4722 E Washington Ave – Sign Variance Request – Denver Mattress Factory Direct – CC-T Zoned 

Property in Urban Design District 5 

 

 

Dear Commission, 

 

Attached is proposed signage plan for the Commercial Site, Zoned CC-T, located at 4722 E Washington 

Avenue, Denver Mattress Factory Direct. 

 

This application addresses one variance for increased wall sign area and, for reference, includes all 

requested signage for Denver Mattress Factory Direct, which includes refacing one (1) existing ground sign 

and the one (1) new wall sign. 

 

Madison Sign Control Ordinance section 31.043(2) grants authority to the Urban Design Commission to 

“approve a sign with up to fifty percent (50%) greater net area … than otherwise allowed”.  For the subject 

property, the Madison Sign Control Ordinance allows a wall sign of 80 square feet on the south elevation; 

this application requests approval of the proposed 109.9 square foot sign (38% greater net area than 

otherwise allowed). 

 

Also per the Madison Sign Control Ordinance, section 31.043(2) Modifications of Height, Area or 

Setback, two items require to be addressed in the variance request; the variance: 

a) Is necessary for a sign located on the site of an establishment to be identifiable and legible from the 

nearest roadway at prevailing speeds; and 

b) Will result in a sign more in scale with the building and site and in a superior overall design. 

 

Conditions at this site allow both of the above criteria to be met: 

1) The nearest roadway, E Washington Avenue, is a six-lane boulevard with a speed limit of 40 MPH.   

2) There is a frontage road between E Washington Avenue and this establishment, increasing the 

distance for viewers on the E Washington Avenue roadway.  In fact, the furthest lane of E 

Washington Avenue to the property is approximately 325’.  The proposed sign at 109.9 square feet 

will be more identifiable and legible than the same sign reduced to 80 square feet. 

3) The site is notably higher than the nearest roadway, E Washington Avenue.  This results in steep 

viewing angles for viewers of the sign.  The proposed sign aids in visibility to compensate for the 

viewing angles. 

4) The signable area for the proposed sign is 72’ W x 10’-11” H for a total of 786 square feet.  The 

proposed sign at 109.9 square feet is 13.98% of the signable area.  By contrast, a sign that is 80 

square feet would be 10.18% of the signable area.  While both of these sizes are well under 

percentage allotment that could be possible per the Sign Control Ordinance, the proposed sign at 

109.9 square feet is more in scale with the building and site. 

5) The design of the proposed sign leads to be a superior overall design considering scale than the 

same sign reduced to 80 square feet. 
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Both sign proposed for Denver Mattress Factory Direct are internally illuminated and are consistent with 

section 31.04(5)(k)5 of the Sign Control Ordinance; that is, they are designed in such a way so that when 

illuminated, the sign appears to have light-colored copy on a dark or non-illuminated background. 

 

Included with this application are design sheets showing details of the proposed signage, illumination 

renderings, and renderings superimposed on architect’s drawings of the building. 

 

Further, photos showing site conditions are included to demonstrate viewing angles and distances. 

 

Consistent with Madison Sign Control Ordinance section 31.042 Purpose and Scope, the proposed signage 

is intended to optimize property identification and enable the public to locate the property with minimal 

difficulty.  We believe the requests made in this application are reasonable and satisfy the criteria for 

granting the requested modification to maximum sign area.  As such, we are seeking approval of this sign 

plan. 

 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Dan Pietrzykowski 

DP Industries LLC d/b/a Grant Signs 
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VIEW 1 OF PROPERTY ACROSS E. WASHINGTON AVE.

STEEP VIEWING ANGLE FROM FRONTAGE ROAD ELEVATION VARIATIONS FROM E. WASHINGTON AVE.
TO FRONTAGE ROAD TO PROPERTY

VIEW FROM PROPERTY ACROSS E. WASHINGTON AVE.

VIEW 2 OF PROPERTY ACROSS E. WASHINGTON AVE.
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