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May 18, 2026 

 

Urban Design Commission  

Attn: Jessica Vaughn  

City of Madison  

215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  

Madison, WI 53703 

 

Dear Urban Design Commission Members,  

 

I am writing to submit plans and other related materials for an informational presentation of the proposed 

exterior improvements at The Edgewater at the next Urban Design Commission meeting.  

 

The Edgewater is proposing to add exterior structures to the roof deck of an existing sky bar, canopies over the 

dining terraces of The Statehouse and The Boathouse restaurants and to demolish a landscape bed and 

create an opening in the façade of the stair on the Grand Plaza to allow for a concession stand to better serve 

events.  All these improvements are being made in conjunction with planned improvements to the interiors.   

 

The last major renovations at The Edgewater occurred in 2012-2014 when the property was redeveloped.  

Since that time, The Edgewater has received national recognition as a premiere destination property including 

being awarded the best historic hotel by the National Trust for Historic Preservation in 2024 and one of the 

Top 500 hotels in the world by Travel + Leisure magazine in 2018 and 2025.  Our intent in making these 

improvements is to maintain the quality of the property and to keep our amenities competitive with newer 

projects in the market and the region.   

 

The addition of the canopy on The Statehouse dining terrace will protrude (65 inches) into the existing 

conservation easement, which was made by agreement between the City of Madison and The Edgewater in 

2012.  An amendment to that agreement will be required if approved. To be transparent we have disclosed 

that we have contemplated a potential “phase 2” of improvements that would include a potential structure 

on the grand plaza and would require additional modifications to the conservation easement, but we are not 

asking for approvals for that structure at this time as it would be in a future phase of projects.     

 

The improvements have been designed to be complementary to the existing architecture of the building.  The 

improvements will enhance the use of space.  There are no impacts to public use and access of the space.     

 

The project team is led by DMAC Architecture and Interiors in conjunction with a project team that includes 

Nunzio Marc Desantis Architects (Interior Design), Pierce Engineers (Structural) and IMEG (MEP).  We have 

had a neighborhood meeting, met with Alder Ochowitz and with City of Madison staD to gain feedback on the 

planned design improvements. We look forward to the opportunity to review the planned improvements with 

the Urban Design Commission and gain your feedback at the upcoming informational presentation.  

 

Thank you.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Amy Supple 

Chief Operating ODicer  

The Edgewater Hospitality Company  
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THE EDGEWATER HOTEL

CONTENTS

	 Location Map & Context

	 Level 15 | Skybar Exterior Canopy and Enclosure

	 Level 7  | The Statehouse Canopy

	 Level 1   | The Boathouse Canopy

	 Level 5  | Grand Plaza Concession Stand
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Level 15 Canopy Canopy

The Statehouse

The Boathouse
Awning

Awning

Grand Plaza
Concessions Stand
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INTERIOR:

New finishes at Elevator Lobby

New finishes at Restrooms

New FFE and Finishes at Skybar

New Interior Bar

Storage and Pantry

ACCESS, SECURITY, OCCUPANCY:

Maintain all egress stair access

Elevator access control/ key card access

Occupancy controlled through access points at 

Level 7 and Skybar(Host Stands)

Occupancy: 49 seats at Interior

LAKESIDE TERRACE :

New Pavers

New outdoor furniture

New outdoor bar

Exterior Roof Canopy assembly (No walls)

New Planters with integrated wind breaks at 

Perimeter

New lighting and outdoor heaters

Occupancy: +/-96 seats

CAPITOL TERRACE :

New FFE

New Greenhouse Roof and wall enclosure (Kit of 

Parts)

Package Heating and Cooling for tempering space

Occupancy: 30 seats

MACHINE
ROOM

ELEC.
ROOM

MECHANICALMECHANICAL
YARD

LEVEL 15 | PROPOSED PLAN

LEVEL 15 | EXISTING PLAN

LEVEL 15
SKYBAR
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PROPOSED EXTERIOR

EXTERIOR DESIGN INTENT 

LEVEL 15 - SKYBAR EXTERIOR CANOPY

LEVEL 15 CANOPY-  STREETSIDE  ELEVATION LEVEL 15 CANOPY-  PLAZA SIDE ELEVATION
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EXISTING EXTERIOR

PROPOSED EXTERIORPROPOSED EXTERIOR

CROWD CONTROL :

Will restrict access by key fabs. Guests will be escorted up, will only be allowed up if 

there is a seat. 

SOUND / NOISE:

State of the art technology to use directed sound to limit transfer.

BIRD SAFETY

Bird safe glass at railing

SOFT LIGHTS:

Thoughtfully designed and arranged lighting to reduce light spill and pollution while 

creating a warm and inviting atmosphere.

LEVEL 15 - SKYBAR EXTERIOR CANOPY
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E NTRY
FOYE R

L I B RA RY
P D R/ M E E TI NG

MENDOTA 48 LIVING ROOM
MENDOTA 48 BAR

MENDOTA 48

LEVEL 7
LOBBY , RESTAURANT & BAR

LEVEL 7 | PROPOSED PLAN

LEVEL 7 | EXISTING PLAN

DINNING
TERRACE

PRIVATE
DINNING

OFFICE

OFFICE

OFFICE &
STORAGE

KITCHEN

DINNING
ROOM

PRIVATE
DINNING

DINNING
ROOM

DINNING
TERRACE

VESTIBULE

COAT CLOSET

WOMENS
RESTROOM
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PURCHASING &
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MARKET

CORRIDOR

RESTAURANT
LEVEL LOBBY
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BAR
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CAFE TERRACE

INTERIOR:

New Restaurant Layout and concept

New FFE and Finishes at Restaurant, Lounge, and 

Private Dining Rooms

New Interior Bar

Storage and Pantry

EXTERIOR:

New exterior dining area layout

New exterior awnings

New FFE at exterior dining areas

New exterior lighting at dining areas

ACCESS, SECURITY, OCCUPANCY:

Maintain all egress stair access

Elevator access control/ key card access

Fire separations at stairs maintained
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LEVEL 7 | PROPOSED PLAN AWNING EXTENTS

LEVEL 7 - RESTAURANT & BAR
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CONSERVATION EASEMENT

HISTORIC CONTEXT

The new 7th floor awning and Boathouse draw 
inspiration from the striped awnings and rich 
tonal palette of the original The Edgewater, re-
interpreting their rhythm and character through 
a contemporary lens. Reminiscent of the vi-
brant lakeside atmosphere that once animated 
the edge of Lake Mendota, the design recon-
nects the expansion to the hotel’s historic iden-
tity—celebrating the legacy of Edgewater while 
bringing its spirit forward for a new generation.

Proposed Awning at Level 7

Proposed Awning at Level 7

LEVEL 7 | THE STATEHOUSE - AWNING
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Proposed Awning at Boathouse

LEVEL 1 | THE BOATHOUSE - AWNING

HISTORICAL EDGEWATER REFERENCE

EXISTING BOATHOUSEEXISTING BOATHOUSE

Proposed Awning at Boathouse
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INTERIOR:

New Interior layout: 

New FFE and finishes

New Concessions

EXTERIOR :

Concessions window and Facade 

modifications

LEVEL 5 CONCESSIONS STAND & MARKET | PROPOSED PLANLEVEL 5 CONCESSIONS STAND | PROPOSED

EXISTING
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• MENDOTA BALLROOM, CORRIDOR AND STAIR TO 
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• 
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• SKYBAR LAKESIDE TERRACE (3,000 SF)
• SKYBAR CAPITOL TERRACE (465 SF)
• ICE HOUSE MARKET (XXX SF)
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