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February 12, 2019 
 
 
Michael Sturm 
City of Madison Parks Division 
210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Ste. 104 
Madison, WI 53703-3342 
 
 
Re: Certificate of Appropriateness for improvements at 1820 E Washington Ave 
 
 
This letter will serve as the “Certificate of Appropriateness” for the project described above.  Please also 
see the attached memo discussing the conditions of approval. 
 
Please note that any scope of work or design changes from the alterations approved herein must receive 
approval by the Landmarks Commission, or staff designee, prior to commencing with the work.  This 
Certificate is valid for 24 months from the date of issuance. 
 
Please also note that failure to comply with the conditions of your approval is subject to a forfeiture of up 
to $500 for each day during which a violation of the Landmarks Commission ordinance continues (see 
Madison General Ordinances Chapter 41, Historic Preservation Ordinance). 
 
Please contact me at 608-266-6552 or landmarkscommission@cityofmadison.com with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

Heather L. Bailey, Ph.D. 
Preservation Planner 
City of Madison Planning Division 
 
cc: City preservation property file 
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February 12, 2019 
 
 
To: Urban Design Commission; City of Madison Parks Division; City Preservation File 
From: Heather L. Bailey, Ph.D., Preservation Planner 
 
RE: Review of Improvements to Burr Jones Field, 1820 E Washington Ave 
 
 
Background 
Staff has reviewed the project and supporting documentation. The Yahara River Parkway is designated 
as being significant for its landscape architecture, which is in the Prairie style and characterized by 
native plantings and natural landscape features. Per the 1906 O.C. Simonds landscape plan for the 
Yahara Parkway, the property that now encompasses Burr Jones Park included approximately 100-feet 
of dedicated parkway on its southwestern edge. That boundary was used as the justification for the 
Madison Landmark designation in 1995. However, the City’s dedication of the parkway in 1903 only 
specifies a 67-feet wide strip of land along the river for this parcel to be used for park purposes and the 
remainder for a roadway that ultimately did not take place. The discrepancy between the dedication of 
only 67 feet of the 100 feet for park purposes and the subsequent 1906 parkway plan is unclear. 
 
A 1937 aerial image of the property shows a distinct boundary between the field on the northeastern 
2/3rds of the property and the parkway area along the river’s edge. That boundary, which appears to 
be a significant change in grade, roughly corresponds to proposed Simonds boundary for the parkway. 
Since that time, the field area of Burr Jones has migrated towards the river’s edge and there is no longer 
a distinct boundary between the manicured, level sports field and the rolling landscape of the Prairie-
style river parkway. Currently the area along the river that appears to be parkway is only 30 to 40-feet 
in width. 
 
The encroachment of the active sports field into the designated landmark space has negatively impacted 
the integrity of the historic site. This encroachment has gradually happened over time due to a lack of 
demarcation between the active sports field and the parkway.  
 
Analysis 
For the new proposal, portions of the western-most Ultimate Frisbee field and three of the light poles 
are within the boundaries of the landmark designation. However, this space has already lost its historic 
character and the resulting improvements will not significantly change the appearance of the what is 
already used as an active sports field. Light poles are found within the Yahara River Parkway, and the 
proposed light poles for this project are similar to light poles in Tenney Park, which is an associated 
landmark property connected to the parkway and was also designed by Simonds. 
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Basis for Review 

1. As development on a landmark site, this project requires a Certificate of Appropriateness, per 
MGO 41.09. 

2. As a development on property adjacent to a landmark that is being reviewed by the Urban 
Design Commission, it must have approval from the Landmark Commission, per MGO 28.144. 

3. This project is eligible for administrative approval per MPO 41.17(4), as it meets the criteria 
in the Landmarks Commission Policy Manual for the “designee review process” of Category 
3 type projects 5 and 10. 

 
Conditions of Approval 
In order to prevent future encroachment into the Yahara River Parkway landmark site, the development 
must include a landscape buffer to serve as a demarcation between the active sports use of Burr Jones 
Park and the Prairie-style designed landscape of the Yahara River Parkway. 



Original Parkway Dedication 1903





Madison Park & Pleasure Drive Association - 1903 minutes Pg
28-29 about parkway dedication in Burr Jones Field



67-foot wide
parkway per 1903
city resolution







1937 Aerial of Burr Jones Vicinity



2018 Aerial of Burr Jones Vicinity



1995 Landmarks Nomination Boundary for Burr Jones Parcel






