City of Madison City of Madison
Madison, WI 53703

www.cityofmadison.com

56 NIS“Q:.
M

s
W

l.‘

Master

"RATED AR
File Number: 83214
File ID: 83214 File Type: Resolution Status: Council New
Business
Version: 3 Reference: Controlling Body: Council Office
File Created Date : 05/01/2024
File Name: ALTERNATE: Supporting Student Protesters & Final Action:
Reaffirming Commitment to Peace
Title:
Peaceful Resolution
Notes:
Sponsors: Tag Evers Effective Date:
Attachments: 83214v1.pdf, Enactment Number:
050624-050724_CC_public_comments.pdf
Author: Ald. Tag Evers Hearing Date:
Entered by: imatthias@cityofmadison.com Published Date:

History of Legislative File

Ver- Acting Body: Date: Action: Sent To: Due Date: Return Result:
sion: Date:
1 Council Office 05/01/2024 RECOMMEND TO
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Text of Legislative File 83214

Fiscal Note

No fiscal impact.
Title
ALTERNATE -
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WHEREAS, On Monday April 29th, 2024, UW-Madison students joined over 120 universities

nationally and internationally, part of the Popular University for Gaza movement, by establishing
an encampment on Library Mall, with the goals of calling for an immediate ceasefire, disclosure
and divestment, and action from campus administrators; and,

WHEREAS, the “Wisconsin Idea” is signified as a general principle “that education should
influence people’s lives beyond the boundaries of the classroom”, and “civil disobedience” is
defined as “the refusal to comply with certain laws ... as a peaceful form of political protest”
(Oxford Languages); and,

WHEREAS, student protesters maintained a peaceful presence at all times, establishing
community guidelines including not engaging with counter-protesters, assuming best intentions,
and seeking to create a community of understanding and respect; and,

WHEREAS, student organizers emphasized out-of-class education and community building,
through hosting activities including prayer, teach-ins, guest speakers, open mics, pop-up
libraries, therapy and wellness spaces, meditations, movie screenings, art-making, t-shirt
printmaking, Dabke dancing, Shabbat, providing protective circles for daily Muslims prayers;
and,

WHEREAS, many student protesters were aware of their violation of UWS 18.07(4), and chose
to set up tents and sleeping bags overnight on campus property as an act of civil disobedience;
and,
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WHEREAS, the peace was broken when the University Police Department initiated an
operation to remove student tents on Wednesday morning, an action that was met with
resistance on the part of some protesters, resulting in arrests and injuries; and,

WHEREAS, since Wednesday afternoon the University's administration has been in negotiation
with organizers of the encampment; and

WHEREAS, many colleges and universities including UC_Berkeley have decided not to
interfere with peaceful encampments, and many campuses, including Rutgers, Northwestern,
Brown and the University of Minnesota have diligently worked with protesters and reached
mutual agreements to peacefully end encampment protests; and,

WHEREAS, the continued communication since May 1st has led to de-escalation between the
organizers and UW-Madison Administration, during ongoing negotiations; and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council encourages the Chancellor
and the protesters to continue negotiations in good faith; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Madison Common Council defends the rights of any
student and community member to assemble as part of a peaceful demonstration, and we
reaffirm our call for an immediate ceasefire, return of all hostages, cessation of hostilities and
an end to the war in Gaza; and,

i3E IT FINALLY RESOLVED the Madison Common Council strongly condemns any and all acts
of antisemitism, Islamophobia, and hatred in all forms.
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