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Page 1 of 1 

City of Madison– Urban Design Commission 
Department of Planning and Economic Development 
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Suite LL100 
Madison, WI 53703 

Re Riley’s Wines of the World Addition – Letter of Intent 

Dear Commission Members, 

Riley’s Wines of the World, located at 402 W. Gorham Street, is looking to create a third-floor 
addition over a portion of the current footprint of the existing structure.  This addition will provide 
an open office environment that will allow all non-retail staff that is currently spread throughout 
the first and second floors of the building to be housed in a central space to assist in providing 
more security to private information as well as allow for more efficiencies within the day-to-day 
working environment. 

The addition creates roughly 2,900 gsf of open office workspace along with restrooms and a 
small break area/kitchenette for staff to utilize.  As part of the project, we are also taking the 
opportunity to increase the street presence of the overall entry to the building while opening the 
retail space to create a higher volume of space that introduces more natural light into the overall 
first floor retail footprint.  As the neighborhood around Riley’s has changed over the years this 
additional presence on the street helps to fill in the urban fabric of a height that is comparable to 
their neighbors.  The current building utilizes a mix of burnished block in two sizes and colors, a 
split faced block, EIFS, and glazing as part of the overall exterior composition.  The original 
building along with the two previous additions in 1989 and 2001 have created an overall 
composition that is more of a collage of forms and materials.  The new addition looks to bring a 
calming and increased presence to the entry and building massing as it fronts both Broom Street 
and W. Gorham Street. 

Along Broom Street we are removing the two shed roofs and reducing their elevation to the 
datum of the current heightened roof line at the west corner of the Broom Street elevation.  The 
main body of the work for the project is along W. Gorham Street. 

The composition of the elevation at W. Gorham Street is extending the existing burnished block 
vertically as well as incorporating a warm white colored composite metal panel at the entry level 
massing to provide for a greater street presence as well as work to provide a high clerestory 
window that allows for natural light to penetrate deep into the retail space at the first floor.  The 
introduction of a projected canopy that runs the length of the building elevation is articulated in a 
charcoal grey and helps to tie the overlapping form of the brick and metal back to the main 
existing vertical element of the elevation while providing much needed cover at the entry doors to 
the store.  The third-floor addition form is rendered in a warm white vertical box ribbed metal 
panel to complement the 16x16 warm burnished block color.  This lighter panel along with the 
large glass storefront condition provide for an open office environment that is filled with natural 
light and looking back into the ever-changing neighborhood.  The incorporation of a metal accent 
band of charcoal grey at the third-floor glass storefront condition conceals structure while helping 
tie new composition together by echoing the banding at the entry canopy.  Below the new office 
storefront, the punched openings replace the existing clerestory windows and continue to provide 
natural light into the second-floor retail space that overlooks the first-floor retail space.  The third-
floor form is held back from the neighboring property line to the West to keep the addition out of 
the required setback as well as work with the existing building structure. 

Marc Schellpfeffer, AIA 
Partner 

MDS/pmc 
Copied File 
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN1
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SCALE:   1/4"=1'-0"
THIRD FLOOR PLAN1
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SCALE:  NTS
EXISTING BUILDING FROM GORHAM STREET1
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