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COMMISSION

215 Martin Luther King

Jr. Blvd., Suite LL-100

P.O. Box 2985

Madison WI 53701-2985
Phone: (608) 261-9134

Fax: (608) 267-8739
www.cityofmadison.com/mac

Deadlines

= Deadlines are: February 1,
June 1, and October 1

= All application materials must
be emailed to the Madison Arts
Commission (madisonarts@
cityofmadison.com) by 4:30 pm
on the day of the deadline.

“The Beehive Project” by Chele Isaac,
was an interactive public art project con-
sisting of a large scale beehive, featuring
a queen bee inside typing a story on an
old typewriter. The public participated
by helping to write the story.

Madison Arts Commission

The City of Madison (MAC)
recognizes the unique value of
the arts and the contribution
they make to the quality of life
within our community. Madison
Arts Commission was created by
ordinance in 1974, to advise the
Mayor, Common Council and
city agencies on matters which
relate to the creation, presenta-
tion and funding of public art.

BLINK Grant Application

Applicant Information

nibiiwakamigkwe
Name

Address (no P.O. boxes) 431 Cantwell Court

City/State/Zip Madison, WI 53703

262-408-7404
Phone

Email wetearthwoman@gmail.com

Project Description

, .. National MMIW Awareness Day
Project Title

Location(s) Madison Municipal Building

215 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Madison, WI 53703

Start date/time 05/05/20 End date/time 05/05/20
Project costs:
Drum, Speaker Honorari 5 2,000.
Sound Amplification ; 400.0(
Materials $ 300.0(
Additional project income (if any):
MC Fee (in kind) $ 300.0(
giige (monetary donation) $ 400.0(
marketing (in kind) $ 200.0(
Amount requested from MAC 1,500.00
Estimated Total Costs / Income 2,700.00 2,400.00
Do you have the necessary insurance coverage?
. ves O no
Do you have all necessary permits and permissions?
D Yes D No El In progess
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JAYakll BLINK Grant Application (continued)

COMMISSION

Conceptual Approach

Teejop Missing and Murdered Indigenous Relatives Vigil and Social brings needed
recognition and community narratives on National Day of Awareness for
MMIWG2S through local Native storytellers, musicians, and dancers.

Project Description (400 words or less)

We are told that red is the only color spirits can see: we wear red to guide those who
are lost home. As there is a growing understanding about the higher rates of
violence perpetrated against Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two-Spirits, there is
greater need to gather and remember those who have been taken and celebrate
those who are with us now.

After last year’ s catalytic event on May 5 led by Alder Arvina Martin, members of
the Teejop//Madison Native community look to grow this day of awareness to
encompass Native arts and joy as well as remembrance. Similar to 2021, the
candlelit vigil will be held on the large paved area outside the Madison Municipal
Building, which will be lit red in honor of the event. Alder Martin is continuing her role
in establishing permits, city recognition, and speaking at the event. Expanding from
last year will be a concurrent round dance featuring the Wisconsin Dells Singers (Ho
Chunk) and Madtown Singers (Intertribal) with original songs composed for those
who have been lost and uplifting those who still face violence today. These songs
are rarely sung in public spaces, so they will offer the greater community momentary
insight into the importance and power of this music.

Visually accompanying them are red dress dancers from around the region dancing
in their own powwow styles: jingle dress, fancy shawl, woodland scrub, and women’
s traditional. An initial call for dancers has been answered by 15 community
members representing all four styles so far, who are bringing their previously-made
red regalia or are making new regalia for this event. Regalia is deeply personal to the
wearer and indicates tribal affiliation, clan, and community roles, acting as wearable
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nibiiwakamigkwe
Onayota’a :ka | Anishinaabe | Michif
they, them, awi
262 408 7404 | nibiiwakamigkwe@giige.co | giige.co | instagram.com/nibiiwakamigkwe

gikinoo'amaadiwin//EDUCATION

University of Wisconsin - Madison

Bachelor of Science, Botany - 2016

senior project focused on the intersection of pomology, fruit crop entomology, and community
garden-participant diversity

anokiiwin//WORK

giige

co-owner, cultural coordinator - 2019-Present

Indigenous and Queer arts and tattoo space in Teejop//Madison, WI
Arts and Literature Laboratory

teaching artist - 2020-Present

Tone Madison

contributing essayist, sensitivity reader - 2019-Present

Our Lives Wisconsin

contributing essayist, sensitivity reader - 2018-Present

waabanda'iwewin//EXPERIENCE

Winter 2023 Lessons in Wiigwaas, solo show: Overture Galleries: Madison, WI
Fall 2022 IONTKAHTHOHTHA, group show: Mohawk Nation at Akwesasne: New York
Fall 2022 Artist in Residence: Milestone Democratic School: Madison, WI
Fall 2022 Land Advocacy Fellowship: National Young Farmers Coalition: Washington, DC
Summer 2022 Artist in Residence: Madison Children’s Museum: Madison, WI
Spring 2022 May 5th Day of Remembrance for MMIW, co-organizer: Madison, WI
Spring 2022 Taiquaa//Ambe Omaa: Stolen Sisters, group show: Walker’s Point Center for the ARts:
Milwaukee, WI
Spring 2022 Indigenous Food, Indigenous Art, panel and group show: Université de Montréal
Spring 2022 Collateral Damage, group show: Pyle Center: Madison, WI
Spring 2022 Two-Spirit Identities, lecturer: Department of Gender and Women's Studies: University

of Wisconsin - Madison
Spring 2022 Taiquaa//Ambe Omaa: Water is Life: One Water Madison Initiative: Madison, WI

Spring 2022 With your basket and my basket, dancer: Southern Graphics International Conference:
Madison, WI



Spring 2022

Spring 2022
Winter 2022
Winter 2022
Winter 2022
Winter 2022
Winter 2022
Winter 2022
Winter 2022
Winter 2022

Fall 2021
Fall 2021
Fall 2021

Fall 2021

Fall 2021
Fall 2021
Fall 2021

Fall 2021

Fall 2021
Fall 2021

Fall 2021

Fall 2021

Tattooing in Connection to Place, speaker: Great Lakes Food Sovereignty Symposium:
Marquette, Ml

Two-Spirit Panel Discussion, panelist: University of Wisconsin - Green Bay
Winter Snow Snake, organizer: City of Madison Parks Division: Madison, WI
Winter Moccasin Making, educator: North House Folk School: Grand Marais, MN
Don’t Speak, creative consultant: Kelly Jackson Music: Lac Du Flambeau, WI
Taiquaa//Ambe Omaa: Madison Public Library: Madison, WI

“The Wolves” by Chris Kuehn, sensitivity reader: 2023 publication

Thrival Tools, organizer: Madison Public Library: Madison, WI

Saasaakwe, artist and dancer: International Festival: Madison, WI

Award Recipient: Gender Reveal: Portland, OR

Indigenous Winter Market, organizer: giige: Madison, WI

Into Wood, performance piece: Daybreak Star Cultural Center: Seattle, WA
Winter Bundle Making, educator: Arts and Literature Laboratory: Madison, WI

Tattooing as Connection to Culture and Place, speaker: Midwest Bisexual Gay Lesbian
Transgender Asexual College Conference: Madison, WI

Native November, speaker: Badgerland Girls Scouts: Southern WI
Indigenous Sovereignty - Land, Food, and Art: Chazen Museum of Art: Madison, WI
HYPHENATED, group show: Crossoman Gallery: UW Whitewater

Jingle Dress Dance, social practice: Overture Galleries and Madison Metro School
District: Madison, WI

Everything COVID, group show: Overture Galleries: Madison, WI
Indigenous Peoples’ Day, artist and dancer: University of Wisconsin - Madison

Lace, group show donation: Helen C. White Textile Gallery: University of Wisconsin -
Madison

Oneida Corn Braiding, workshop lead: REAP Food Group: Madison, WI



Summer 2021
Summer 2021
Summer 2021
Summer 2021
Summer 2021

Summer 2021

Summer 2021

Summer 2021

Spring 2021
Spring 2021
Spring 2021

Winter 2021

Winter 2021
Winter 2021
Winter 2021

Fall 2020

Fall 2020
Summer 2020

Summer 2020

Summer 2020
Spring 2020

Spring 2020

Jingle Dress Dance: Vibes with the Tribes: Detroit, Ml

Jingle Dress Dance: Indigenous Environmental Network: Minneapolis, MN
Jingle Dress Dance: Minnesota 350: St. Paul, MN

Taiquaa//Ambe Omaa: Madison New Music Festival: Madison, WI

Grief, film: Discover Wisconsin

Sacred Wisdom, Sacred Earth, speaker: LOKA Institute: University of Wisconsin -
Madison

Sami Silversmithing, model: Teresa Faris Studios: Madison, WI

Two-Spirit Social, speaker: Oneida Nation Domestic Abuse and Prevention Services:
Oneida, WI

Seed Rematriation Project, educator: University of Michigan - Ann Arbor
Indigenous Research Garden, educator: University of Wisconsin - Madison
Teejop Walk for Water, organizer: Madison, WI

Needle and Thread, artist and educator: Milwaukee Art Museum Family Saturdays:
Milwaukee, WI

Decolonizing Tattoo History, educator: Badgerland Girl Scouts: Southern Wi
Bootagan, presenter: Bay Mills Community College: Michigan
Bootagan, presenter: Sault Ste. Marie Band of Chippewa Indians: Michigan

Things Seen from Far Away: Farm/Art D'Tour Biennial: Fermentation Fest: Reedsburg,
WI

Art on the Trail, group show: Ice Age Trail Alliance: Lodi, WI
Conduit Conversations, speaker: Tone: Madison, WI

Center for Design and Materials Culture Conversations, speaker: School of Human
Ecology: University of Wisconsin - Madison

Encircled, commission: Communication: Madison, WI
Seed Rematriation Project, educator: University of Michigan - Ann Arbor

Indigneous Research Garden, educator: University of Wisconsin - Madison



Spring 2020
Spring 2020
Spring 2020
Spring 2020

Spring 2020

Spring 2020
Fall 2019

Summer 2019

Spring 2019

Spring 2019

Spring 2019
Winter 2018

Fall 2018

Niimikage, educator: Web of Virtual Kin: Montréal, QC

KIN (wahkéhtowin): La Biennale d’art contemporain autochtone (BACA): Montréal, QC
Here and Elsewhere, social practice art: City of Madison: Madison, WI

Modern Goddesses, group show: Goodman South Library: Madison, WI

Celebrating 25Q [Two-Spirit/Queer] Expressions, group show: Trent University:
Peterborough, ON

Art on the Trail, group show: Ice Age Trail Alliance: Madison, WI
Women Who Create, group show: Al Ringling Theatre: Baraboo, WI

| Keep My Heart Wrapped In Leather, the teachings our elders gave, group show:
Gallery 1313: Toronto, ON

Art on the Trail, group show: Ice Age Trail Alliance: Lodi, WI

Bring Her Home, Stolen Daughters of Turtle Island, group show: All My Relations
Gallery: Minneapolis, MN

Gallery Night, group show: Monroe Street Arts Center: Madison, WI
Winter Quarter Exhibition, group show: Woodlands Cultural Center: Bradford, ON

Gallery Night, group show: Monroe Street Arts Center: Madison, WI

maamigin//BOARDS | REVIEWS
2022 American Representative for Indigenous Climate Action

2022 Restoring All Relations member for Sovereign Bodies Institute

2022 Violence Against Women Task Force, Intertribal

2021 American Representative for Indigenous Climate Action

2021 Artist in Residence Selection Committee for Madison Metro Sewerage District

2021 Restoring All Relations member for Sovereign Bodies Institute

2021 Native Justice Coalition Research Board for University of Wisconsin

2021 Native American Advisory Panel for Wisconsin State Historical Society

2021 Communication Press Editorial Board for Communication Madison
2021 Tar Sands Pipeline Toolkit review for Madison 350 Tar Sands Team
2021 “Resolution In Support of Clean Water and Treaty Rights” for Madison Common Council

2020 Native American Advisory Panel for Wisconsin State Historical Society
2020 Shop One Advisory Board for Madison Metro Sewerage District

2019 Liberation: A Feminist Review

2019 Native American Advisory Panel for Wisconsin State Historical Society



IMAGE LIST
nibiiwakamigkwe
BLINK Winter 2022

Madison Arts Commission

nibiiwakamigkwe BLINK Proposal_1
nibiiwakamigkwe_BLINK_Proposal_2

nibiiwakamigkwe_BLINK_Portfolio_1

nibiiwakamigkwe_BLINK_Portfolio_2

nibiiwakamigkwe_BLINK_Portfolio_3

Red Dress Jingle Dancers participating in Memorial Round Dance
Building lit in red to raise awareness and signal to community

Madtown Singers lead Jingle Dress Dancers and Community in
Teejop Walk for Water (May 2021)

Madtown Singers and Jingle Dress Dancers participate in a water
ceremony at the Teejop Walk for Water

Members of the Madtown Singers drum group comprised of
UW-Madison students who will sing at the event
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	Name: nibiiwakamigkwe
	Address no PO boxes: 431 Cantwell Court
	CityStateZip: Madison, WI 53703
	Phone: 262-408-7404
	Email: wetearthwoman@gmail.com
	Project Title: National MMIW Awareness Day
	Locations 1: Madison Municipal Building
	Locations 2: 215 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Madison, WI 53703
	Start datetime: 5/5/2022, 6pm
	End datetime: 5/5/2022
	Project costs 1: Drum, Speaker Honoraria
	Project 1 $: 2000
	Project costs 2: Sound Amplification
	Project 2 $: 400
	Project 3 $: 300
	Project costs 3: Materials
	undefined: MC Fee (in kind)
	Income 1: 300
	undefined_2: giige (monetary donation)
	Income 2: 400
	Madison Arts Commission: marketing (in kind)
	Income 3: 200
	Amount requested from MAC: 1500
	Estimated Total Cost: 2700
	Estimated Total Income: 2400
	Do you have the necessary insurance coverage: undefined_3
	Do you have all necessary permits and permissions: In progess
	Conceptual Approach 1: Teejop Missing and Murdered Indigenous Relatives Vigil and Social brings needed recognition and community narratives on National Day of Awareness for MMIWG2S through local Native storytellers, musicians, and dancers.
	project description: We are told that red is the only color spirits can see: we wear red to guide those who are lost home. As there is a growing understanding about the higher rates of violence perpetrated against Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two-Spirits, there is greater need to gather and remember those who have been taken and celebrate those who are with us now.



After last year’s catalytic event on May 5 led by Alder Arvina Martin, members of the Teejop//Madison Native community look to grow this day of awareness to encompass Native arts and joy as well as remembrance. Similar to 2021, the candlelit vigil will be held on the large paved area outside the Madison Municipal Building, which will be lit red in honor of the event. Alder Martin is continuing her role in establishing permits, city recognition, and speaking at the event. Expanding from last year will be a concurrent round dance featuring the Wisconsin Dells Singers (Ho Chunk) and Madtown Singers (Intertribal) with original songs composed for those who have been lost and uplifting those who still face violence today. These songs are rarely sung in public spaces, so they will offer the greater community momentary insight into the importance and power of this music. 



Visually accompanying them are red dress dancers from around the region dancing in their own powwow styles: jingle dress, fancy shawl, woodland scrub, and women’s traditional. An initial call for dancers has been answered by 15 community members representing all four styles so far, who are bringing their previously-made red regalia or are making new regalia for this event. Regalia is deeply personal to the wearer and indicates tribal affiliation, clan, and community roles, acting as wearable art. After an exhibition of red dress dances, all gathered community members, both Native and non-Native, will have the opportunity to join in the round dance, participating in the art and culture around them. Both drum groups will play multiple side-step round dance songs and dancers will help instruct beginners in learning the steps.



Organizers estimate the event will be around two hours, and based on the engagement of the Teejop Walk for Water by the same organizers, this event has the potential to reach hundreds in the greater Madison area. We hope MAC sees the potential for this event to unite and inspire while bringing awareness to Native visual, musical, and performing arts, miigwech.




