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“rostini is a near-east sandwich spot that works

By Linda Falkenstein

here are food-criticism words that
get lampooned from time to time.
Okay, always. Among them: “melt-
ingly tender;” “pillowy;” “decadent.”
I'm sure you all have your fingernails-on-
a-blackboard, please-do-not-write-this-ever-
again-in-your-newspaper non-favorites. I
understand. I don’t like them either.

I was thinking about overall compli-
ments that could honestly be given to a
likeable restaurant, and one I finally came
up with was, “I wish this place were closer
to my house.” -

That’s how I feel about Crostini, the sand-
wich shop that, since June, has occupied the
space formerly occupied by a Milio’s, and
then the short-lived Nonna Rita’s Empana-
das, on North Street at East Johnson. (Got
that? It’s near Dexter’s Pub in the little retail
block known as Colonial Corners, between
the Emerson East and Eken Park neighbor-
hoods.) If Crostini were a little closer to my
house, I'd be dropping by all the time. It’s not
a special-occasion restaurant. It’s more of an
I-don’t-want-to-cook-tonight place, with take-
out and delivery (within about five miles), as
well as a table and a couple of benches out-
side for good-weather sidewalk dining. Yes,
it’s a sandwich shop, but with more personal
attention to your food than you’ll get from a
chain.

Crostini has some standouts.

First, the Italian beef. Since “meltingly
tender” and “pillowy” are probably both
out, I’ll take a stab at it this way: It’s as if
a croissant were made out of thin slices of
meat — it’s just that tender. The spicy giar-
dinara gave the sandwich a kick without
overwhelming the flavor of the beef, and
there was a modest soak of juice into the
bread, in ratios just about perfect. One of
the best Italian beefs I've tried in town.

Next, meatballs. Homemade. And quite
fine (in texture and in flavor), whether
served with spaghetti or in a sub. I first had
them in a panini, with a little marinara,
mozzarella and parmesan — a solid bargain
at $6. But meatballs just may work better in
a sub format, period, than smooshed into a
grilled bread sandwich.

Crostini also serves a small selection of
pasta dishes, at least two of which I'd order
for a crowd. The spaghetti and meatballs, as
mentioned, works. But I'd also go for the Tex-
Mex pasta, described as “penne pasta topped
with homemade Tex-Mex chili” — which it
is, but with a “chili” that’s more based on the
American ground beef taco, with a decent
hit of cilantro, and not too much tomato,
served over perfectly cooked penne. It’s much
more than just “chili on pasta.”

Less successful were a couple of the
other pastas. The pesto pasta lacked any
discernible basil flavor, and the cherry to-
matoes and artichoke hearts that were sup-
posed to top it were too sparse to make up
the difference. And it was too greasy. The
classic Alfredo with chicken also ended up
greasier than it was creamy. I'd stick with
the tomato-based sauces.

Crostini

231 North St.; 608-241-4284
crostinisandwiches.com

10:30 am-8:30 pm Mon.-Fri., 11 am-7:30 pm Sat.
$3-$8

Another step in the wrong direction was
the Philly cheesesteak. This was puzzling,
since as a concept it’s not that different from
an Italian beef, but in all the ways that the
ITtalian was oh-so-right, the cheesesteak was
wrong. The peppers were cut too large and
were too few; the cheese was scanty; the
beef had been over-grilled; and there was
an overpowering application of oregano.

The panini are quite good, ranging from
the standard ham and Swiss to a bulging
vegetarian version with sauteed peppers,
artichoke hearts, spinach and other fresh
vegetables as available. I tend to think a lit-

BEER HERE
Some like it mild

Pepper Pilsner is made with seven varieties
of pepper. Great Dane brewers Nate Zukas
and Eric Brusewitz worked with Marge Pitts
from Community GroundWorks to develop
the recipe. Pitts grew most of the peppers
at Troy Community Farm and Gardens.
Each variety of pepper has its own
contribution. Habaneros, jalapefios and
Bulgarian Carrot peppers lend assertive
heat. Hungarian Wax and poblanos are
hot while adding fresh pepper flavor.
The milder Pasilla Bajio peppers provide
sweeter qualities. And there’s a distinctive
garden freshness from Carmen peppers.
The final beer is intended to be on the
hot side; then it's diluted with Peck’s Pilsner
to a customer's preference. Over the bar
you'll have a choice of three levels of heat.
Pepper Pilsner is for adventuresome beer

tle less is more when it comes to fillings in
panini, but some inventions are noteworthy:
A recent cran-apple chutney with turkey,
arugula, red onion and havarti special was
a good combo to arrive as a panini.

Panini are available gluten-free. There
are also wraps and regular deli-style sand-
wiches dressed up with tomato, lettuce and
mayo. Daily soups are homemade.

One thing you will not find at Crostini is
crostini. There are no little appetizer toasts.
Crostini has more of a hearty Middle Amer-
ican approach to its Italian-flavored fare;
serving sizes are generous, while prices are
modest.

Lucky neighborhood. ¢

P

Community GroundWorks
Pepper Pilsner from the Great Dane
greatdanepub.com

Full review: TheDailyPage.com/eats

enthusiasts and/or hot pepper fanatics. The
“hot" version of this beer has just too much
heat, but the mild version is pretty good.
Community GroundWorks Pepper Pilsner
finishes at 5.5% ABV. It's available only at
the Hilldale Great Dane, where it sells for $5
a pint over the bar and $10 a growler (refill).
- Robin Shepard
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‘Eastside BUSINESS
) John Kokkmes

new reslauram
Just days before
opemng Crostini
Sandwiches is
located atthe
corner of North
and East
“Johnson streets.

Crostini Sandwiches on North Street
offers Italian and all-American flavors

By Koistin Groth, Eastside News

fohn Kokkines. owner of the new Cros- Crostini Sandwiches will be open

fini Sandwiches restaurant at 231 North St \onday through Friday from 10:30:a.m.
may have discovered the one food we don’t 8:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 11a.m. to
“have-a plethora of in Madison — great 7:30 p.m.

[talian b‘eefsandwiche& Straight from Chi- i , .
For more information, see crostinisand-

wiches.com, cafl 241-4284 or chec‘? out
their Facebook page. .

cagosno fess

But that's not all his menu has to'ofter.
You'il find fresh hot and cold sandwiches,
crostnt, patiini, subs and wraps, deli offer-
ings and {resh salads.

Kokkines recently moved to Madison
from the Chicago area where he grew up
¢ vhis Iam}l\ § restaurant, Billy’s
c ‘.\p'es~, So running‘a
1d »v{Lh 1op comes naturally to him,
| restaurant is designed for

eat

.,,4

take-outL, but has a counter with s
front window which sheuld make for some
great people-watching on North Street,
Delivery 1s.available for groupsof 20 or

f‘

wmoreand he is'set for catering, too.
“T'li offer delivery for any order as soon
o hire a dedicated deliveny

said Kokkines.

[N

g

rthank — or perhaps entice — new
customers, Kokkines will be giving free

enokies to customers durine their first




