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Design Narrative: 

CHABAD HOUSE Serving the University of Wisconsin 

223 and 219 West Gilman  

Madison, Wisconsin  

 

The existing Chabad House (Chabad Lubavitch, Inc) is located at 223 West Gilman Street.  The 

building was constructed in circa 1890’s (assumed) as a single family house and has received an 

addition in 2008 to accommodate Chabad House and the Rabbi’s family needs.  The building is a 

wood framed structure with brick veneer and the original form and façade will remain intact in 

this project.  The Chabad House serves the UW student population as a community center 

offering student support and occasional meals.   It currently serves as a student center and 

private residence for the Rabbi and his family.   

 

As Chabad House needs grew, in particular the necessity for a larger gathering space, Rabbi 

Mendel purchased 219 W. Gilman Street in 2013.  The property was used as student rental 

housing till 2015.   

 

This project consist of an addition to the existing building (223 Gilman) linking the first floors 

functions to accommodate the program requirements for a larger gathering space, modest food 

service, and the Rabbi’s office and library.  The second floor of the addition provides a guest 

suite for visiting guests and scholars, as well as a separate apartment.  The second floor of 223 

Gilman will be rearranged to accommodate the bedroom egress requirements that is affected 

by the addition.   

 

The (219 Gilman) addition is set back from Gilman to allow for an outdoor area as an extension 

of the gathering space and creates a modest urban terrace.  The primary entrance will remain 

at 223 Gilman Street which currently provides an accessible entrance.   

 

The site is designed to accommodate two parking spaces for the Rabbi and his family.  A site 

wall defines the property form the adjacent city surface parking lot.  The vehicular path 

between the parking lot and the new addition replaces the required easement that provides 

access to the adjacent property (Hopcat Restaurant). 

 

The building from is developed to respect the residential scale of the neighborhood.  The 

proportions and scaling are abstracted from the existing Chabad House.  The addition utilizes 
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the traditional material of brick selected to be complimentary to the existing brick, combined 

with contemporary Richlite panels, a sustainable and low-maintenance product.  Paint and 

material colors are selected to complement the existing structure.  

 

Overall the building is designed to accommodate the program, provide the required access to 

the adjacent property, respects the residential scale and material of the neighborhood, and 

contributes to urban landscape by providing a modest urban garden.   

 

Attachments:  
Historic Building Evaluation of 219 Gilman Street Evaluation  

by Historic Preservation Architect Charles Quagliana, AIA  
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