
            URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION APPLICATION   CITY OF MADISON 

215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd; Room LL‐100 
This form may also be completed online at: PO Box 2985; Madison, Wisconsin 53701‐2985 
http://www.cityofmadison.com/planning/documents/UDCapplication.pdf Phone: 608.266.4635 | Facsimile: 608.267.8739 

Please complete all sections of the application, including the desired meeting date and the type of action requested. 

Date Submitted:  ____________________________________________________   Informational Presentation 
UDC Meeting Date:  __________________________________________________   Initial Approval 
Combined Schedule Plan Commission Date (if applicable):  _____________________   Final Approval 

1. Project Address:        _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Project Title (if any): _____________________________________________________________________________________________

2. This is an application for (Check all that apply to this UDC application):

New Development       Alteration to an Existing or Previously‐Approved Development 

A. Project Type:
Project in an Urban Design District* (public hearing‐$300 fee)
Project in the Downtown Core District (DC) or Urban Mixed‐Use District (UMX) ($150 fee, Minor Exterior Alterations)

Suburban Employment Center (SEC) or Campus Institutional District (CI) or Employment Campus District (EC)

Planned Development (PD)
General Development Plan (GDP) 

  Specific Implementation Plan (SIP) 
Planned Multi‐Use Site or Planned Residential Complex

B. Signage:
Comprehensive Design Review* (public hearing‐$300 fee)    Street Graphics Variance* (public hearing‐$300 fee)
Signage Exception(s) in an Urban Design District (public hearing‐$300 fee)

C. Other:
Please specify:

3. Applicant, Agent & Property Owner Information:

Applicant Name:________________________________________  Company:________________________________________________ 

Street Address:_________________________________________________  City/State:_____________________________  Zip: __________ 
Telephone:(____)  Fax:(____) ___________________  Email:___________________________________________________ 

Project Contact Person:__________________________________________  Company:________________________________________________ 

Street Address:_________________________________________________  City/State:_____________________________  Zip: __________ 

Telephone:(____) _______________  Fax:(____) ___________________  Email:___________________________________________________ 

Project Owner (if not applicant) :__________________________________ 

Street Address:_________________________________________________  City/State:______________________________  Zip:___________ 

Telephone:(____)________________  Fax:(____)____________________  Email:___________________________________________________

4. Applicant Declarations:
A. Prior to submitting this application, the applicant is required to discuss the proposed project with Urban Design Commission staff. This
application was discussed with _________________________________ on ___________________.

(name of staff person)     (date of meeting) 

B. The applicant attests that all required materials are included in this submittal and understands that if any required information is not provided by
the application deadline, the application will not be placed on an Urban Design Commission agenda for consideration.

Name of Applicant ______________________________________________  Relationship to Property ____________________________________ 

Authorized Signature ___________________________________________  Date ____________________________________________________ 

August 16, 2017
July 19, 2017

MGE Blount Substation Enclosure

X

X

Tim Bliefernicht MGE
Madison, WI

608   252-5687 TBliefernicht@mge.com

623 Railroad St 53703

Dean Proctor Vandewalle & Associates

120 East Lakeside St Madison, WI 53715

608   255-3988 dproctor@vandewalle.com

Kevin Firchow June 22, 2017

Tim Bliefernicht Director - Facilities Management

722 East Main Street

X

X

7/17/17
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Shaping places, shaping change 

Date: July 19, 2017 

To: City of Madison Urban Design Commission  

From: Dean Proctor, Vandewalle & Associates 

CC:  Kevin Firchow, City of Madison  

  Tim Bliefernicht, MGE 

Re: MGE Blount Substation Enclosure, 722 East Main St 

The proposed MGE Substation Enclosure Structure provides (1) protection for important 
community infrastructure and (2) a bold aesthetic enhancement for a burgeoning entertainment 
area in Madison’s Capitol East District.  

Replacing the existing chain link fence enclosing the substation (located on Main, Blount, and 
Livingston Streets), the new structure will protect facilities that supply downtown Madison and  
a portion of the city’s east isthmus with electrical power. The enclosure will prevent unwelcome 
vehicles from accessing the facility and prevent potential damage of the facility from the street 
and pedestrian level while on-site parking and gates will allow MGE access to service and support 
their facility. 

Recognizing that this facility is in the center of a growing entertainment district, located on city 
streets that see an increasing number of pedestrians, and adjacent to new redevelopment 
drawing thousands to music and creative ventures as well as the public and employees parking in 
a major new structure, the new MGE structure was designed as an aesthetic contribution to the 
neighborhood and Capitol East District. The new structure and adjacent streetscape will also 
provide a critical link between the downtown core and the growing employment-oriented Capitol 
East District. 

The primary materials (brick and architectural metal) of the enclosure are inspired by its 
surroundings. The lower portion will be faced with brick that match the color of nearby historic 
masonry buildings of this working industrial district. Creative detailing and banding of three colors 
of brick add visual interest to the lower portion of the wall and the pedestrian experience. The 
upper portion’s perforated metal panels are similar in appearance to the industrial metals of the 
substation, the power plant, and other working structures in the neighborhood. The panels, 
layered to provide additional visual interest, are partially transparent to reduce the perceived 
height of the enclosure and to allow light and air to pass through. 

  

http://www.vandewalle.com/


June 28, 2017  Page 2 of 2 

Added to these two primary components, large custom-designed metal panels will be mounted to 
the gates and at several other positions on the enclosure, located to create a pleasing composition 
on the Main, Blount and Livingston Street facades. With their placement, color, and pattern they 
will add an artistic touch to the street and cityscape. Also, artistic treatment (emulating electrons) 
will be integrated into the middle band of the upper metal panels, symbolizing the substation’s 
role in providing electric power to the downtown and east isthmus.  

At Livingston Street near the new entertainment venue, and at the intersection of Main and 
Livingston Streets, space is set aside for potential sculptural art works and interpretive features, 
enhancing the appearance of the streetscape and enriching the pedestrian experience.  

Together, these contextual materials, pedestrian-scaled components, creatively designed 
elements, and art works will not only protect our community’s valuable infrastructure, but will be 
a positive aesthetic addition to this growing vibrant neighborhood and enhance the experience 
and image of the Capitol East District and the City of Madison. 

 

 

Additional notes: 

 

Substation enclosure and future MGE improvement projects 

This application is for the substation enclosure (bounded by Main, Blount, and Livingston Streets) 

only. We have included some information regarding other MGE projects so that the Urban Design 

Commission gets a complete picture of the project context. The Project Components plan and 

several visual simulations show the location and character of these neighboring projects.  

 

Utility/HVAC equipment and screening 

The project itself is essentially a utility screening. Given the size of the facility, some powerlines 

and equipment will be visible above the enclosure. There is not addition HVAC equipment 

involved in this project, as there are no additional enclosed conditioned spaces.  

 

Site Grading 

See notes on engineered Site Layout and Grading Plan 

 

Art and Interpretive Features  

Several graphics reference “art and interpretive features” or show such features in the visual 

simulations. The plans note that these are design projects separate from the substation. These are 

added to the graphics to show the vision for the design and experience, but please note that these 

will be separately commissioned components of the ultimate build-out. 
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WITHIN THE SITE.  

SCREEN WALLS WILL FLOW TO EXISTING STORM DRAINS 

CHANGED BY THIS PROJECT. DRAINAGE INSIDE THE NEW 

EXISTING SURFACE DRAINAGE PATTERNS WILL NOT BE 

RESTORED TO MATCH EXISTING GRADES.   

GENERAL, THE DISTURBED AREAS OF THE SITE WILL BE 

GRADE CHANGES TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE DRAINAGE. IN 

AT THE WEST END OF THE SITE MAY REQUIRE MINIMAL 

GRADES.  THE PROPOSED DRIVEWAY AND PARKING PAVEMENT 

SIDEWALK REPLACEMENTS WILL MATCH EXISTING SIDEWALK 

CONSTRUCTION AND THE SITE WORK SHOWN ON THIS PLAN. 

MINIMAL SITE GRADING IS PROPOSED FOR THE SCREEN WALL 

SITE GRADING NOTES:
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A3.01

THIN-BRICK VENEER

WALL PANEL WITH 

PRECAST CONCRETE 

BAND AT BASE

SMOOTH CONCRETE 

STONE BASE

EXISTING CLEAR 

MANUFACTURER

BY PRECAST CONCRETE 

PANEL/COLUMN CONNECTION 

CONCRETE SIDEWALK

FOUNDATION

DRILLED SHAFT 

TYPICAL WALL PANEL SECTION

BEARING PADS

WALL COLUMN

FOR METAL PANELS

STEEL PURLINS/FRAMING

SHEET METAL WALL CAP

PANELS (TYP.)

PERFORATED METAL 

STAINLESS STEEL 

TO WALL PANEL

POST ANCHORED 

GALVANIZED STEEL 

WALL ELEVATION

SPHERES, SEE 

ORNAMENTAL 

•" EXP. MATERIAL



Concrete Base

Brick Faced Precast Wall

Perforated Metal Panels

Metal Cap

Perforated
Metal

Graphic
Panel

Endicott Thin Brick,
Medium Ironspot 77,

Smooth Finish 
(Similar to MGE Blount Plant Color)

Endicott Thin Brick,
Medium Ironspot 46,

Smooth Finish
(Similar to MGE Service Building Color)

Perforated Aluminum Panel,
Anodized or Kynar Finish,

Custom Color: Pantone 1505 or Similar

Perforated Metal, Round Hole,
Stainless Steel, 1/8” Thick (11 Gauge),
3/8” Diameter Holes on 9/16” Centers,

Staggered Pattern, 40% Open Area

Perforated Metal, Round Hole,
Stainless Steel, 1/8” Thick (11 Gauge),
1/4” Diameter Holes on 3/8” Centers,
Staggered Pattern, 40% Open Area

Perforated Metal, Round Hole,
Stainless Steel, 1/8” Thick (11 Gauge),

9/16” Diameter Holes,
Staggered Pattern, 40% Open Area

3” Metal Spheres, Mounted
to Perforated Metal Panel

Ornamental “Direct View” Lights,
Low Output,  0.25 to 0.5 Watt 
per Bulb, 80 Lumens or Less

Endicott Thin Brick,
Desert Ironspot Dark,

Smooth Finish 

Tymetal Bollard, Model TSB-Truck,
Stainless Cover, 35” Tall

3’

6’

9’

12’

15’

Madison, Wisconsin

MGE Blount
Substation
Enclosure

© 2017
VANDEWALLE & ASSOCIATES INC.
Revised: 7.17.17
 0 1’ 2’

Materials



FUTURE

DEVELOPMENT

FUTURE

DEVELOPMENT
FUTURE

DEVELOPMENT

FUTURE

DEVELOPMENT

CONTROL
BUILDING

CONTROL
BUILDING

BLOUNT GENERATING STATION

800 BLOCK
REDEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC PARKING
STRUCTURE

ENTERTAINMENT
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CONTROLONTROCONTROL
UILDINGBUILDING

BLOUNT GENERATING STATION
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PUBLIC PARKING
STRUCTURE

ENTERTAINMENT
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EAST WASHINGTON AVENUE
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Large Graphic Panel

Attached to Gate

Large Graphic Panel

Attached to Gate

Large Graphic Panel

Attached to Gateheedededd ttoheded tto

Large Graphic Panel

Attached to Wall

G
S

G
SS

SSTSSSTST

LLL

ST
O

NNNNNN
 SSSSS

ST
O

NNNNNN
SSSSS

OTS

Art & Interpretive

Installation
(Separate design project)

AAAAAAAA
Large Graphic Panels Attached to Wall

(Added height to protect transformers
& enhanced aesthetic composition)& enhanced aesththhetete ic composition) aehanc& e  ae omp itiop )p

NT

FUTFUFUTUTUREREE

VELOL PDEDEVEVELOLOPMPMMMMMMMMEN

Large Graphic Panels

Attached to Wall

(Added height to
protect transformers)

© 2017
VANDEWALLE & ASSOCIATES INC.
Revised: 7.17.17
 0 60 120

Feet
NO

RTH

Madison, Wisconsin

MGE Blount Substation Enclosure
Graphic Panels, Art & Interpretive Installations
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METAL SCREENING

STAINLESS STEEL PERFORATED 

AND BRICK WALL

PRECAST CONCRETE CONTROL BUILDING

EXISTING BRICK 

METAL SCREENING

STAINLESS STEEL PERFORATED 

AND BRICK WALL

PRECAST CONCRETE CONTROL BUILDING

EXISTING BRICK 

CONTROL BUILDING

EXISTING BRICK 

AND BRICK WALL

PRECAST CONCRETE 

METAL SCREENING

STAINLESS STEEL PERFORATED 

SOUTH ELEVATION

EAST ELEVATION

NORTH ELEVATION

WEST ELEVATION

(E. MAIN STREET)

(BLOUNT STREET)

(LIVINGSTON STREET)

METAL SCREENING

STAINLESS STEEL PERFORATED 

AND BRICK WALL

PRECAST CONCRETE 

BOLLARD (TYP.)

VEHICLE BARRIER 

WALL PACK LIGHT OVER DOOR

FOR DETAILS.

SEE ARCHITECTURAL SHEETS 

8'x15' PANELS, 10' O.C., 

GRAPHIC PANEL ARRAY, TYP., 

FOR DETAILS.

SEE ARCHITECTURAL SHEETS 

8'x15' PANELS, 10' O.C., 

GRAPHIC PANEL ARRAY, TYP., 

FOR DETAILS.

SEE ARCHITECTURAL SHEETS 

8'x15' PANELS, 10' O.C., 

GRAPHIC PANEL ARRAY, TYP., 

FOR METAL PANEL DESIGN

SEE ARCHITECTURAL SHEETS 

SLIDING GATE, 30' CLEAR 

FOR METAL PANEL DESIGN

SEE ARCHITECTURAL SHEETS 

SLIDING GATE, 20' CLEAR 

FOR METAL PANEL DESIGN

SEE ARCHITECTURAL SHEETS 

SWING GATE, 16' CLEAR 



Blount St North Gate Blount St South Gate Main St Gate

Panels will be constructed of colored
perforated metal with perforated open areas

that will create the graphic patterns

Graphic Panels Mounted to Gate Framework
(Setback from face of enclosure)

Graphic Panels Mounted to Front Face of Enclosure

© 2017
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Madison, Wisconsin

MGE Blount Substation Enclosure
Family of Graphic Panels



Concrete Base

Brick Faced Precast Wall

Perforated Metal Panels

Metal Spheres Ornamental Lights

Perforated Metal
Graphic Panel

© 2017
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Madison, Wisconsin

MGE Blount Substation Enclosure
Ornamentation Concepts
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Madison, Wisconsin

MGE Blount Substation Enclosure
Photometric Plan - Blount Street Entrance

NORTH

BLOUNT STREET

Substation

Control
Building

Gate





Blount St
View (Before)
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Blount St
View (After)
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Main St
View (Before)
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Main St
View (After)
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Livingston St
View (Before)
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Livingston St
View (After)
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Northwest View
 - Facing East 
Washington
Ave (Before)
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Northwest View
 - Facing East 
Washington
Ave (After)
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ADJACENT PROJECTS NOT IN UDD #8
Blount Plant Enclosure & Building Enhancements




