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EXCESSIVE ALCOHOL USE IS 

A PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY 

PROBLEM



Every 

County in 

WI is higher 

than the 

national 

average for 

excessive 

drinking. 

All 72 of its counties had more 
than 21% of adults self-report 
excessive drinking.



Binge drinking costs Dane County 

nearly $398 Million

The Burden of Binge Drinking in Wisconsin
2019
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Dane County Alcohol-Related Deaths

Dane County 

ranks 2nd in the 

state for Alcohol-

attributable 

deaths with 268 in 

2023. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.g

ov/alcohol/deaths-

county.htm



Dane County Alcohol-Related Deaths

Alcohol-related 

deaths are 

increasing in 

Dane County. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.g

ov/alcohol/deaths-

county.htm



Alcohol-related 
crashes – City of 

Madison
Jan ‘24 – May 25



Intimate Partner Violence Where Alcohol Is Suspected



Underage Alcohol Citations  - 2024

1,355



What is Place of Last Drink (POLD)?

Place of Last Drink (POLD) is an 

initiative to identify patterns of 

alcohol use that lead to law 

enforcement response and calls 

for service. Over time, collecting 

this information will allow 

departments to identify patterns 

and areas of concern.



POLD Collected in Madison

POLD information is collected in any 

event in which the officer believes 

alcohol played a factor:

535 stops in 2024
• 92 of 534 (17%) named license holder

• 282 of 534 (53%) unknown/refused

• 147 of 534 (28%) generic: e.g. friends, work, 

residence, ‘a bar’ 

• AVG BAC of .18 (422 of 535 results, 79%)



POLD Collected in Madison

Location POLD # Avg. BAC
Red Rock 5 0.204
Five Nightclub 4 0.13
Ho-Chunk Casino 4 0.21
Cheba Hut 3 0.13
Sotto 3 0.1
Club La Mark 2 0.18
Crystal Corner 2 0.17
Ideal Bar 2 0.17
La Hacienda 2 0.195
Lazy Oaf 2 0.16
Mickey's 2 0.11
Nitty Gritty 2 Inc
Scwoeglers 2 0.183
Shamrock 2 0.155
Texas Roadhouse 2 Inc





Ordinance Maps







SUBSCRIBE FOR NEWS RELEASES, BLOGS, NEWSLETTERS

publichealthmdc.com/email-lists

CONTACT ME

Ryan Sheahan, rsheahan@publichealthmdc.com

VISIT US ONLINE

publichealthmdc.com

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@publichealthmdc
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