
March 8, 2021

Re: Support for the Protection of Mounds, Archaeological Sites, and Cultural Resources in Vilas
and Bear Mound Parks

Dear Board of Park Commissioners,

We support greater protection of the mounds, archaeological sites, and cultural
resources in Vilas and Bear Mound Parks. The City of Madison should do more than what is
minimally required under the law to protect mounds and cultural resources (per Ho-Chunk
Nation Department of Heritage Preservation).

We ask that you:

1) Remove the proposed Zoo entrance/exit (Drake Street and Campbell Street)
from the Vilas Park Master Plan to avoid additional degradation to a known burial
mound site (Site DA-1193/BDA-0574) and adverse impacts to Bear Mound Park
(DA-0185/BDA-0412). This entrance/exit change was in all three preliminary
Vilas Park plan options, yet it was not discussed with the Ho-Chunk Nation
Historic Preservation Officer Bill Quackenbush during planning meetings.

2) Require the Vilas Park Master Plan to include an archaeological identification
survey of Vilas Park, in its entirety, as a prerequisite to any further park feature
planning or ground disturbing activities.  The identification survey should be
conducted in partnership with the Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Heritage
Preservation, the State of Wisconsin Office of Historic Preservation, and other
Native American consultants.  All parties should know what cultural resources are
or are not present so planning decisions can be made in an informed and
respectful manner that values the indigenous cultural heritage in this area.

Vilas Park is located within the Lake Wingra Mounds area, encompassing one of
the densest known effigy mound grouping locations in North America;  special
consideration is necessary in Vilas Park due to its location along the shores of
Lake Wingra and the former Dividing Ridge, once home to mound groupings that
extended from Bear Mound Park and the Vilas Park Mound Group southeast
between Lake Monona and Lake Wingra.

3) We believe that the Lake Wingra mounds, cultural resources, and archaeological
sites in Vilas and Bear Mound Parks should be cherished and celebrated by the
City of Madison Parks Department (including planners and landscape architects)
and by neighborhood residents.  

Thank you for your consideration,
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Eileen Hornberger Thompson
Vilas Neighborhood Association
Representative for the Bear Mound Park
311 Campbell Street

Sally Lehner
Madison Street

Bonnie Gruber
Vilas Neighborhood Association Board
Member1 & Former District 13 Alder
Drake Street

David Gevers
Vilas Neighborhood Association President
(2014-2015)
Madison Street

Kathy Gerhardt
Drake Street

Rosalind Woodward
1443 Mound Street

Christi Tremonti
314 Campbell Street

Nick Bulloss
Campbell Street

Hope Hague
1426 Drake Street

Sandra Arfa
1501 Chandler Street

David Arfa
1501 Chandler Street

Paul Stoy
310 Campbell Street

Eileen Kennedy
Madison Street

Joan Nugent
1521 Vilas Avenue

1 Organization is listed for identification purposes
only

Dan Anderson
1521 Vilas Avenue

Janet Laube
Jefferson Street

Lyn Gordh
1137 Erin Street #202

Mary Elizabeth Bathum
1137 Erin Street #207

Georgette Bathum
1137 Erin Street #207

Barb Sanford
Vilas Neighborhood Association President
(1999-2001)
1211 Garfield Street

Don Sanford
1211 Garfield Street

Peg Rosin
Vilas Avenue

Richard Levison
Vilas Avenue

Rochelle Engel
2114 Adams Street

Charles Engel
2114 Adams Street

Genie Ogden
Madison Street

Katharine Odell
1415 Vilas Avenue

Joan Laurion
2225 Chamberlin Avenue
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Ann Rivlin
Vilas Neighborhood Association
Representative for Vilas Park Master Plan
Garfield Street

Gera Bodley
809 Grant Street

Mary Clare Murphy
1910 Jefferson Street

Ka'tya Fassett
1528 Vilas Ave

Tess Mulrooney
Vilas Neighborhood Association President
(1997-1999)
1628 Madison Street

Alyssa Tesar
632 Wingra Street

Susan Wolf
Madison Street

Cheryl Forcier
Euclid Avenue

Kay Gabriel
Arbor Drive

Randall Baldwin
1328 Drake Street

Johnnie Johnson
Madison Street

Helen Kitchel
225 Potter Street

Patricia Rosenmeyer
Jefferson Street

Peter Timbie
Jefferson Street

Renee Sandler
Jefferson Street

Sandra Stark
2720 Gregory Street

Inga Velten
Garfield Street

Sarah Bahauddin
Jefferson Street

Steve Gloe
624 Crandall Street

Nancy Gloe
624 Crandall Street

Liza Elsaesser
Vilas Avenue

Ted Elsaesser
Vilas Avenue

Joseph Thome
1802 Monroe Street

Lewis Leavitt
Adams Street

Judy Leavitt
Adams Street

Toni Brandeis-Streckert
2112 Jefferson Street

Dave Streckert
2112 Jefferson Street

John Wolf
1921 Madison Street

Jerl Richmond
5314 Coney Weston Place

Karl Taeuber
1911 Vilas Avenue

Stephanie Edwards
1510 Drake Street

David Steingass
1510 Drake Street
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Craig Thompson
Campbell Street

John O. Evenson
556 Gately Terrace

Regan Botsford
1919 Jefferson Street

Tim Botsford
1919 Jefferson Street

Richard Scott
811 Oakland Avenue

Dana Evans
Chandler Street

Keegan Thompson
1611 Monroe Street

Emily Cummings
1611 Monroe Street
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