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LETTER OF INTENT 

 

 

To: Urban Design Commission, City of Madison, WI 

From: Je� Sawyer, ASLA, Senior Associate 

CC: Eric Urtes (Dane County Public Works Engineering Division 

Date: November 4, 2024 

 

Re: Heart of the Zoo Phase 1 – Gira�e Project 

 

 

Dear Urban Design Commission Members, 

 

The 2.5-acre Gira�e project at the Henry Vilas Zoo will be a new anchor attraction at the Zoo. 

The project site sits within the existing Zoo perimeter and is adjacent to Vilas Park. The project 

site is not directly adjacent to any of the surrounding public roads. This partnership between 

Dane County and the Zoo will bring a herd of Gira�es back to Madison for year-round education 

and enjoyment by Zoo visitors. The ~11,000 square foot Gira�e Pavilion will house 3 to 5 

Gira�es along with some African ground birds and an indoor visitor viewing gallery overlooking 

an indoor dayroom. The Zoo also hopes to use this new facility as an event space for small 

groups up to 50 people.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Je� Sawyer, ASLA 

Senior Associate 
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GENERAL NOTES:

1. UNLESS SHOWN OTHERWISE, ALL WIRING SHOWN IS (2)#10 AND #10 GROUND IN 1" PVC.

2. INSTALL PULL CORD IN ALL EMPTY CONDUITS.

3. PROVIDE 6" HIGH CONCRETE BASE PER DETAIL              FOR ALL TYPE Y1 AND Y2 FIXURES.

4. PROVIDE 3'-0" HIGH CONCRETE BASE PER DETAIL               FOR ALL TYPE Y3 FIXTURES.

5. UNLESS SHOWN OTHERWISE, ALL CONDUITS BURIED 2'-6" BELOW FINISHED GRADE.

6. BRING SITE EXCAVATION AND TOPPING BACK TO ORIGINAL CONDITION IF TRENCHING IS DONE 
ON COMPACTED SURFACES.

PLAN NOTES:

1. PROVIDE SINGLE DUPLEX OUTLET POWER PEDESTAL PER DETAIL               .

2. PROVIDE (2) DUPLEX OUTLET POWER PEDESTAL PER DETAIL               .

3. PROVIDE DUPLEX OUTLET AND POWER OUTLET POWER PEDESTAL PER DETAIL               .

4. SEE ALTERNATE BID #2 PLAN FOR ADDITIONAL SITE LIGHTING AND POWER PEDESTALS IN THIS 
AREA.

5. CIRCUIT VIA LIGHTING RELAY IN RELAY PANEL "RP-A1"; SEE DETAIL             .
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