


Brief Narrative Description of the Project 

Wisconsin Institute for Discovery/Morgridge Institute for Research
1300 Block of University Avenue

Madison, Wisconsin

June 2007

The Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation in partnership with the University of Wisconsin and 
the State of Wisconsin has embarked on the development of the Wisconsin Institute for 
Discovery (WID) and Morgridge Institute for Research (MIR), a 300,000 square foot 
biomedical research facility proposed for the 1300 block of University Avenue. It started with a 
grand idea and is being realized through the generosity and vision of two University of 
Wisconsin-Madison alumni, John and Tashia Morgridge. The facility will help the university 
compete for the best and brightest faculty, and generate interdisciplinary research to spur new 
inventions, treatments, cures for disease and economic development for the region.

In 2004, Wisconsin Governor James Doyle proposed the formation of the Wisconsin Institutes for 
Discovery, a research enterprise that would strengthen the state’s position in science and 
technology, and stimulate the economy. The largest gift ever to the university—$50 million from 
alumni John and Tashia Morgridge—together with a $50 million gift from the Wisconsin Alumni 
Research Foundation, is leveraging the State’s $50 million commitment to make the Institutes a 
reality.

This unique state and private partnership will create two institutes, the public Wisconsin Institute 
for Discovery and the private Morgridge Institute for Research. Together, the Institutes for 
Discovery will be an innovative facility that will enable researchers from diverse fields to 
collaborate in answering fundamental questions in biology and human health, using 
nanotechnology, biotechnology and information technologies to discover treatments and cures for 
devastating diseases and to find solutions to other important problems. The vision for WID/MIR 
has been informed through an unprecedented set of campus based workshops that took place 
earlier this year. Beyond the 40 faculty, staff and industry partners involved in the workshops, 
more than 120 other campus and community partners have participated in focused discussions 
intended to drive future discovery through interdisciplinary research in the WID-MIR.

At its center, WID/MIR is focused on research collaboration with social interaction, knowledge 
transfer, education and outreach serving as vital contributors to a successful interdisciplinary 
research facility.  There are three dimensions in this vision that will yield a unique building 
design:

• Sustainability. The goal is to reduce the carbon emissions by 50% compared to 
recent UW lab buildings. In addition, a Gold LEED certification is targeted.

• Changeability. The intent is to build for the long term, incorporating flexibility to 
allow conversion of spaces over time to respond to the changes in basic scientific 
research.

• National model research institute. The goal is to incorporate best practices to 
create a unique research environment.

The proposed development is consistent with the University of Wisconsin-Madison Campus 
Master Plan and City of Madison development plans for the site. The building concept program 
was completed in May 2007 and the project formation stage is underway. A rezoning application 
to rezone the site to PUD/GDP will be proposed in the summer of 2007. Site deconstruction is 
planned for the late fall of 2007 and a construction start planned for March 2008 following 
approval of the PUD/SIP for the site. Occupancy of the facility is anticipated for the fall of 2010. 






















































































