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Innovative Carpentry LLC 
1337 Gilson St. 

Madison, WI 53715 
 

 
Landmarks Commission 
City of Madison Planning Division 
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Suite 017 
Madison, WI 53701-2985 
 
July 24, 2020 
 
To the Members of the Landmarks Commission: 
 
Attached are drawings and photos pertaining to the proposed kitchen alterations, screened 
porch and roof deck addition to the rear of 1131 Jenifer St Madison, Wisconsin, owned by 
Cordelia Fantova. The property, originally a single-family residence, at some point in its history 
converted to a two-flat rental, will undergo some proposed changes to make it a more 
comfortable and practical home for Ms. Fantova and her two sons. 
 
The kitchen alterations include two new single window openings on the left (NE) and right (SW) 
sides of the building and a triple wide unit above the new kitchen sink location facing into the 
proposed screened porch. The proposed windows are Marvin double hung units with white 
exterior cladding and a painted wood interior finish.  
 
The existing windows throughout the house are a white vinyl replacement insert with the 
original exterior casings and sill left in place (see window.jpg). The house is currently sided with 
an 8” aluminum siding which will not be removed as part of this project, except within the 
screened porch, where a 1x6 tongue and groove horizontal cedar siding with a natural oil finish 
is proposed.  
 
The Marvin windows are a new construction type installation with an exterior nailing fin. To 
maintain a consistent appearance with the existing windows, the aluminum siding will be cut 
back wider than the window unit to allow for the nail fin installation and then a 5/4x3 flat 
painted casing (see casing.jpg) with an attached molding will be applied over the nail fin. A 
traditional painted wood sill will be added in a similar manner. 
 



The size and proportion of the two single units have been chosen to relate to the existing taller 
window units on the first floor, matching those header heights. The triple unit sill height is 
restricted by the countertop height but will also have the same header height as the others. 
The intention of adding these windows is to allow more natural light and ventilation into the 
kitchen area. 
 
The project also includes replacing the door from the house to the roof deck and the rear entry 
door. In both cases the door will be a full single light, insulated glass, fiberglass door with a light 
wood stained appearance exterior finish. The exterior casings will match those of the windows. 
Both doors have been chosen to be more durable, energy efficient, and allow more natural light 
into the  house. 
 
The existing two-level deck is in poor structural condition and is in need of removal and 
replacement (rear.jpg) The proposed structure is an entry deck and stairs to the yard similar to 
the existing with a 12x12 first floor screened porch and a 12x12 second floor roof deck above, 
where an existing door to the house is located. Deck floor surfaces will be 5/4x6 Ipe lumber 
decking with a natural oil finish. Railings and rail posts will be cedar with a natural oil finish.  
All treated lumber 4x4 posts will wrapped in 1x cedar, balusters will be 2x2 square edged cedar, 
hand and bottom rails will be 2x4 routed edged cedar. The ceiling of the screened porch will 
have a 5/8x4 tongue and groove beaded ceiling board with a natural oil finish. 
 
The intent of the porch project is to replace the aging structures and provide a mosquito free 
area to dine and extend the use and enjoyment of the backyard space. 
 
The two photos (adjoining1.jpg and adjoining2.jpg) show the rear of the two adjoining Jenifer St 
rental properties. Each indicate multi-story porch and deck structures that are common in the 
neighborhood. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. Not only will I be acting as the carpenter/builder for 
this project, I am a long-time family friend of Delia’s and I’m excited and honored to help her 
achieve her goals. Please notify me if any additional information is needed. 
 
 
 
Jim Merett 
Innovative Carpentry LLC 
innocarp@gmail.com 
608-347-7107 
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