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Urban Design Commission Application | Informational Presentation 

Madison Supportive Housing | 707-709 Rethke Avenue 

 

Project Description 

 

Heartland Housing, Inc. is pleased to submit an application to the Urban Design Commission for its 

permanent supportive housing development planned for 707-709 Rethke Avenue.  

 

In fall 2013, an advisory group formed by the City of Madison’s Community Development Authority 

(CDA) chose Heartland Housing to serve as developer and property manager of a permanent supportive 

housing project that will contribute to the City’s effort to end chronic homelessness. The project will 

serve low and very-low income individuals who often face persistent obstacles to maintaining housing, 

and would not be able to stay stably housed without a wide range of supportive services.  

 

The Madison supportive housing project will transform two vacant parcels at 707 & 709 Rethke Avenue, 

just off E. Washington Avenue on Madison’s east side, into a highly green new construction multifamily 

building. The project will consist of 60 studio apartments with their own kitchen and bathroom and will 

include offices for the supportive service provider and on-site property management. Community spaces 

will include a library and computer lab, as well as vegetable gardens and teaching kitchen to help 

improve nutrition and health. The project received an award of low-income housing tax credits from the 

Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority (WHEDA) and expects to begin construction in 

the first quarter of 2015.  
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