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Why Look at Europe? 
Why Look at Germany? 

A wide variety of renewable energy, energy efficiency 
and sustainability policy support incentives that help to 
promote private sector involvement and investment. 
 

More support incentives = More green projects 
 

More green projects = More green lifestyle choices 
 
Europe provides good sustainability models for US - Germany has 

some of the best examples and related technologies. 

 
 



Facts & Figures on Freiburg  

• Population:  220,000 

• Area:  150 km2, of which 40% forest 

• University:  550th anniversary 2007; 30,000 students 

• Economy: 67% employment in service sector 

• Tourism: more than 1 million overnight stays per year 



Lord Mayor Dieter Salomon is Green Party 
member. 



Freiburg, Germany – A Madison “Sister City” 



Solar City Freiburg 



Sustainable Projects in Freiburg 



2013 GreenSummer Freiburg Group 

Our first day of activities starting 

at Haus 037 in Vauban and 

continuing in downtown Freiburg. 



Freiburg has NO Landfill 



Oeko-Station 

A place for the young (and not-so-young) 

to learn about sustainability practices. 



Freiburg’s Solar Info Center 



GreenSummer Freiburg 2013 group visiting 
the Solar Info Center 



Freiburg includes many energy-related sites to visit, 
including the largest Passivhaus Remodel in the World. 



What ended up a world-class green building remodel had 
to go through a rather ugly transformation period. 



Touring the 3rd Social Housing Remodel this Summer 



GreenCity Freiburg Information 



1975 – Protest Against Atomic Power Plant 



Car free City Centre 

Before ... 

... after 



Farmer’s 
Market 

Almost 

Every Day 

of the Year! 



A Classic Sense of Space & Place 



Best Western Solar Hotel Victoria 



Solar Hotel Victoria with GreenSummer 2013 





Freiburg shares and exchanges ‘green’ 
ideas with the rest of the globe. 



So What Groups can Benefit from Visiting or 
Studying Freiburg’s Green Experience? 

• Renewable energy leaders 

• Sustainability leaders 

• Business leaders 

• Policymakers 

• Students 

• Community members 

• Others 



UW GreenSummer in Freiburg 
Program Concept 

A multi-week undergraduate immersion into 
Freiburg’s Green Economy and related 

Innovations to help support green initiatives 
here in Madison. 

 

 



Always experiencing some nice 
protests … 



Feeling Welcome in Freiburg 



A Primary Target Goal of the 
GreenSummer Freiburg Program: 

 
Helping students to identify the logical 

connections of how sustainable systems work by 
actually experiencing those systems ‘in action’. 

 



Freiburg BIZDel 2013 
A program for Madison business, city and philanthropy leaders 

to experience Freiburg’s Green Economy and Innovations 



City Area of Vauban 

• Flats for 5,000 people in Low Energy Standard, 270 in Passive House 
Standard, district heating 

• Multiple social infrastructure facilities  
• Since 2006 connected to city railway 



Stadtteil Vauban in Freiburg 

A Model of Sustainable Living 



Vauban Vehicle Parking on Edges of 
Neighborhood 

A concept greatly helps to support ‘sustainable 

lifestyle’ choices in Stadtteil Vauban. 





Haus 037 in Vauban 
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Restaurant Sueden 



Community Rooms 



Q: How does one help people 
experience these “PlaceMade” 

environments in Freiburg? 

A: Bring them into contact with 
individuals who have helped to 

plan and implement these places. 



Tours of Sustainable Vauban 
Focusing on experiences with knowledgeable guides that help provide historical and technical context while 

also being able to respond with immediate answers in Q&A sessions. 



Sustainable Planning: Green Spaces 



With eRich Lutz, a landscape 

architect, who helped plan some 

of the Greenspaces in Stadtteil 

Vauban with citizen participation. 



Service Learning – Removing Garbage 
from Green Spaces 



Success! 









Vauban Passivhaus Architect Meinhard Hansen 



Low-Energy (Passivhaus) 
Apartments with Green Buffer 



Architect Hansen touring Vauban with the 2013 BIZDel Group 





Vauban rooftops helping to establish a definition of place. 



On the way to a gig with a creative transport … 
using something other than a car. 



Biking 



A Bit of Global Health! 





Madison Magazine - January 2011 



East Washington St. - 800 Block North Project 

Gebhardt Development  



700 Block North (The Constellation) 
Gebhardt Development with Bark Design 



A Site Visit from Freiburg 



Keep the ‘vision’ and dream! 

BEHNISCH ARCHITEKTEN 



Opportunity Knocks! 



 
 Thank You - Danke! 
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