istory. of Metal Roofing

August 26, 2019
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e Pre-19t Century

Rare
Lead & copper
Sheet & standing seam

Corrugated lron

Invented in England, 1829
William Strickland proposed
for Philadelphia public market
in 1834

Iron galvanized with zinc

Corrugated

e Standing seam

New Orleans US Mint, 1857

Painting the verandah roof in stripes following
the seams in the metal was a fashionable
treatment before the Civil War. Manufacturers
and technical manuals recommended painting
the underside of the metal as well as applying
two or three coats to the top. Paints of iron oxide
in linseed oil and white lead paint were variously
recommended. Since the iron oxide produced a
red or brown color, the stripes depicted would
have required a tinted white lead paint.
(Courtesy of The Athenaeum of Philadelphia)




Tin-plated iron/Tin roof
e Monticello
e Late 19t C, rolling mills made product widely
available
Terne Plate i
* Iron roof plated in lead & tin alloy AR dog duind SN e
e Duller finish




Zinc

1820s
Pressed sheets for shingle appearance
Rare

Institute in Lhis city, Chet and

The National Sheet Hera! Haaﬁng Company,

510, 512, 514, 516, 518, 520 EAST 20th STREET, NEW YORK, U. 5 A

FHILLIFES & 'H[]"I"EFJIRE‘F‘ MANUFACTI
MeDONALD, KEMP, & ©O., Toront
JEROME TWICHELL & ©



Enameled

Introduced from Germany, late 19t C.
1893 World’s Fair

Popular in commercial applications
Rare in residential

Lustrons

Sun Oil Service Station. -

Philadelphia

Emphasizing its two trademark components this enameled shingle
was described in the 1929 Sweet's Architectural Catalogue: "The
base Armco ingot iron and the two coats of Pemco glass fused
together at 1600 degrees F., produce a roofing tile extremely durable
and of permanent beauty." (Sweet's Architectural Catalogue,

1929. Courtesy of The Sweet's Group, The McGraw-Hill Companies,
Inc.)




e 20th Century applications
e Decorative sheet metal
 Replaced by cheaper asphalt & asbestos
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