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Fiscal Note

No appropriation is required.

Title

Amending Section 33.24(4)(f) of the Madison General Ordinances to eliminate overlap between the Big Box
Ordinance and the new zoning code.

Body

DRAFTER'S ANALYSIS: Many of the requirements in the Big Box ordinance are now addressed in the new
zoning code. This amendment eliminates those provisions from the Big Box Ordinance to avoid inconsistency
and duplication.

The Common Council of the City of Madison do hereby ordain as follows:

1. Subdivision (f) entitled “Large Retail Developments” of Subsection (4) entitled “Powers and
Duties” of Section 33.24 entitled “Urban Design Commission” of the Madison General Ordinances is amended
to read as follows:

“(f) Large Retail Developments.

1. Statement of Purpose. The purpose for this section is to provide a regulatory framework to
ensure that large-format retail development promotes the efficient use of land and preserves
and enhances the urban fabric through a more urban site and building design. In applying this
ordinance to the redevelopment, expansion, or remodeling of existing sites, it is the intent of this
ordinance to seek improvements, while recognizing that existing constraints will likely make full
compliance with all provisions of this section difficult or infeasible.

2. Applicability. All new retail development that is on a single zoning lot and has a total gross floor
area (GFA) of forty thousand (40,000) square feet or more shall be subject to this ordinance
Total GFA shall be calculated by adding the GFA of all buildings on a zoning lot. When applying
the requirements below, the Urban Design Commission, Plan Commission, and staff shall
consider relevant design recommendations in any element of the City’s Master Plan or other
adopted City plans.

a. Any single retail business establishment that has a total GFA of forty-thousand (40,000)
or more square feet shall be subject to Paragraphs 3. through 44 8. below.

b. All development on a single zoning lot shall be subject to Paragraphs Z# 4. through 44 8.
below.
C. The Plan Commission may waive one or more of the requirements in Par. 4 3. through

14 8. below, if it determines that unique or unusual circumstances warrant special
consideration to achieve a superior design solution.

d. Proposals for additions, exterior building alterations, or site alterations to existing
structures currently used for, or originally designed to accommodate, a retail
development that has a GFA of forty thousand (40,000) or more square feet shall be
approved pursuant to the applicable ordinances relating to the alteration of approved
projects and shall comply with these requirements to the extent possible, given the
constraints of the existing sites and structures.

e. Proposals for alterations to existing developments that currently exceed or are proposed
to exceed the-maximum a one hundred thousand (100,000) building footprint, as
described in Par. 3, below, shall be approved pursuant to the applicable ordinances
relating to the alteration of approved projects and shall comply with these requirements
to the extent possible, given the constraints of the existing sites and structure.
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3. Maximum-Building Footprint Requirements for Buildings in Excess of 100,000 Square Feet. Ne
A single new retail business establishment shall may only exceed a building footprint of one
hundred thousand (100,000) square feet as defined by the exterior walls, as provided below .
Other separately-owned retail business establishments, entertainment, office, and residential
uses not associated with the proposed business establishment shall not be counted towards the
ene—hund#ed—the&sand—ﬁ-@@—@@@-)—square—feet—hmﬂ size of the building footprint.

Notwithstanding-the-above+t The Plan Commission may consider a single retail
establishment exceeding one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet if the design
includes one or more of the following elements:

i. Multi-story development.

ii. Mixed use development.

iii. Structured or underground parklng faC|I|t|es
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Customer Entrances.

a-
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All The sides of a building that directly abuts the most traveled a public or private right-of
-way that provides vehicular and pedestrian access to the site shall feature at least one
(1) customer entrance. The entry may utilize a pedestrian plaza, entry portico, or other
community feature as described in Par. 448 below, between the bU|Id|ng and S|dewalk

may be con3|dered to meet this reqwrement

Slte DeS|g Ihe—ﬁeﬂewegﬁqw#ememe—apply—te—me—eﬂme—zenﬂw

A development must follow one of the following three (3) options adjacent to the street
that is projected to have the most pedestrian activity associated with the building(s).

The requirements may be met using any combination of buildings on the zoning lot. The
site may be designed to utilize any combination of the three (3) setbacks, i. through iii.,
below. If a zoning lot directly abuts two (2) or more public or private rights-of-way, there
are no requirements for additional street frontages.

ia. At least fifty percent (50%) of adjacent street frontage shall be occupied by
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building facades with a maximum setback of twenty (20) feet. This requirement
may be met by using any combination of buildings on the zoning lot. No off
street parking facilities shall be located between the fagade(s) directly abutting
the street and the adjacent street.

At least sixty percent (60%) if adjacent street frontage shall be occupied by
building facades with a maximum setback of sixty-five (65) feet. This setback
shall allow for a only a single drive aisle and one row of perpendicular parking
with building entrance access and required landscaped buffer as stated in Par.
8.d. 6.a., below. This setback may be extended to a maximum of seventy-five
(75) feet, if traffic circulation, drainage and/or other site design issues are shown
to require additional space.

At least seventy percent (70%) of adjacent street frontage shall be occupied by
building facades with a maximum setback of eighty-five (85) feet. This setback
shall allow for only a single drive aisle and two rows of perpendicular parking
with building entrance access and required landscaped buffer as stated in Par.
8.d- 6.a., below. This setback may be extended to a maximum of one hundred
(100) feet, if traffic circulation, drainage and/or other site design issues are
shown to require additional space.

96. Parking l:ets The foIIowmg requwements apply to the entlre zonlng lot.

a-

b-

€a Off street parking facilities shall be located at least ten (10) feet from any property line
and/or right-of-way and utilize a landscape buffer that includes trees, shrubs, decorative
fencing, benches, flowerbeds, ground covers, or other high quality materials.

db Transportation Demand Management. Any single retail business establishment of forty
thousand (40,000) square feet or more with one hundred (100) or more full-time
employees or full-time equivalents is required to have a Transportation Demand
Management (TDM) Plan, or participate in a Transportation Management Association
(TMA), if one is available in the geographic area of the establishment. This requirement
shall also apply to any such existing retail business establishment proposing an addition
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H7.

or alteration, and that will have one hundred (100) or more full-time employees or full-
tlme equivalents.

The TDM Plan shall generally describe the applicant’s intent with respect to
reducing the number of single-occupant automobile trips and list the methods the
applicant intends to use. These methods shall be based on the transportation
choices available and indicate if the applicant will provide for either the full price
to purchase a monthly bus pass from Madison Metro, or provide for three (3) or
more of the following options to all employees: ridesharing/car pool matching;
preferred parking for ridesharers; secured bicycle parking, showers and lockers;
employee commuting subsidies or awards; emergency ride home program;
employer-subsidized bus passes; provision of real-time transit information; or
other options proposed by the employer to discourage the use of single-
occupant vehicles, and as approved by the City.

The employer shall make the provisions in its Plan available to all employees.
The Plan shall describe the traffic/parking impacts of the development and shall
provide specific details on the measures the employer will use to monitor the
traffic/parking impacts.

The Plan shall be periodically updated at intervals not to exceed every two
years.

The Plan shall be reviewed by the Traffic Engineer in concert with the Planning
Division Director. The Traffic Engineer shall provide comments and suggestions
for how the Plan mlght be |mproved

Pedestrian Circulation. The foIIowmg requirements apply to the entire zoning lot.

a.

Sidewalks atHeastsix{(6)-feet-in-width shall be provided along all sides of the site

abutting a public or private right-of-way. Public sidewalks within the right-of-way may be
used to meet this requirement.

Continuous internal pedestrian walkways at least six (6) feet in width shall be provided
from the public sidewalk or right-of-way to the principal customer entrance of all
buildings on the site. At a minimum, walkways shall connect focal points of pedestrian
activity such as, but not limited to, transit stops, street crossings, building and store
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entry points. Walkways shall have adjoining landscaped areas along at least fifty
percent (50%) of their length. These areas shall include trees, shrubs, benches,
flowerbeds, ground covers, or other such materials.

Sidewalks at least eight (8) feet in width shall be provided along the full length of the
building facade featuring a customer entrance, and along any fagade abutting parking
areas and shall provide at least eight (8) feet in width clear from any merchandise,
vending, or other obstructions. These sidewalks shall be located at least six (6) feet from
the facade to provide planting beds for foundation landscaping, except where features
such as arcades, entryways, or community features, as defined in Par.448., below, are
part of the facade.

Internal pedestrian walkways provided in conformance with Par—40-subparagraph b.,
above, shall have weather protection features, such as awnings or arcades within thirty
(30) feet of all customer entrances and shall be constructed parallel to the fagade of the
building but need not extend into driving aisles or parking areas.

All internal pedestrian walkways and crosswalks shall be distinguished from driving
surfaces to enhance pedestrian safety and comfort, as well as the attractiveness of the
walkways. Walkway materials shall be of durable, low-maintenance surface materials,
such as pavers, bricks, or scored concrete. Signs shall be installed to designate
pedestrian walkways.

Sidewalks shall connect transit stops on or off-site as well as to nearby residential
nelghborhoods

428. Central Features and Community Spaces. The following requirements apply to the entire zoning

lot.

a.

At least one (1) of the following central features and community spaces shall be
provided for each forty thousand (40,000) GFA of building on the zoning lot. A minimum
of two (2) is required and each central features and community space shall each occupy
a minimum of 400 square feet in area.

i. Patio / seating area.

ii. Pedestrian plaza with benches.

iii. Transportation center.

iv. Window shopping walkway.

V. Outdoor playground area.

Xi. Kiosk area.

Vii. Water feature.

viii. Planter walls.

iX. Other deliberately shaped area and/or focal feature or amenity that adequately
enhances the community and public spaces.

X. Outdoor employee amenities, such as a break area.

All of the above, except outdoor employee amenities, shall have direct access to the
public sidewalk network and shall not be constructed of materials that are inferior to the
prmmpal materlals of the buﬂdmg and Iandscape
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2. The City Attorney is directed to make corresponding changes to other City ordinances to reflect the
updated numbering in this section.

City of Madison Page 7 of 7 Printed on 2/13/2026

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

