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Warner Park Sign Proposal

Maps, wayfaring signs & interpretive signs can increase exercise & education usage of a park.

Wild Warner
10/11/2017

Through a competitive process, and working with American Family summer interns, Wild
Warner was awarded a $10,000 grant on July 27 from American Family for signing and marking
in Warner Park! This was the top grant among 16 competing Madison area non-profit groups.

We had conceptual approval from Eric Knepp and Parks staff prior to the competition and have
met with staff twice since the award to begin finalizing details and coming to agreements.

Currently most park signs are rules or ordinances. Wild Warner hopes to give the park user a
more positive experience.

Our primary goals are:

e Create place making in Warner Park through signing.

® Provide directions to destinations within the park through wayfaring signs.

® Educate users of all ages and backgrounds in the park though nature interpretive signs.
® Encourage walking by painting nature stencils every 1/10 of a mile on the paved paths.

Our secondary, but equally important, goals, are:
e Aesthetics
e Consistency in Theme, Content and Appearance
e Ease of Long and Short Term Maintenance

® Flexibility of Sign Content and Location with Changing Conditions

Wild Warner intends to work collaboratively with Parks staff on final designs and placement.
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Warner Park Sign Location Summary

P Place Making Signs 11
M Entrance Maps 7
W  Wayfaring Signs 5
| Interpretive Signs 10
C Combined Signs (P & W) 4

Total Sign Locations 37

5 existing regulatory signs combined with map signs
2 existing interpretive signs replaced by 1 new sign
7 total existing signs removed
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Warner Park Place Making

To give users a sense of place and ownership we are proposing to give specific locations in the
park names. Examples are Castle Creek (already DNR approved), Lower Meadow and the
Swallow Bridge. Other signs would let users know what they are looking at such as a Bat House.
In addition the paved paths could have names such as the Forster Path and Trailsway Path. All
would be subject to consensus with Parks staff.

All of the signs would be sign grade aluminum with brown background with white lettering each
mounted on a treated 4 x 4 post with galvanized lag screws and nylon washers (to prevent rust
streaks on the sign). A typical size would be 30 inches wide by 8 inches high. Examples of the
lettering and colors can be seen in the wayfaring sign discussion on page 15.

It is estimated that signs will initially be installed at 15 locations (4 will be combined with
wayfaring signs) as shown on the following map. Wild Warner will work with Parks staff for the

exact locations and number.

It is anticipated that the signs will be fabricated by Decker Supply of Madison
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Warner Park Place Making

Continued

P - Locations
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Warner Park Entrance Map

To orient users and encourage them to explore the park, Wild Warner is proposing to place a
map and information sign at specific entrance locations. Information on the sign may include
existing park rules now posted at each entrance (see photograph on page 11). This is at the
suggestion of Parks staff and should improve the aesthetics of the entrances. Other
information and exact mapping will be in collaboration with the Parks staff.

The intended audience for the entrance signs is middle school aged children. An appropriate
level for any narrative and mapping is important.

All of the signs will be in full color printed on E-Panel, an approved material for outdoor signing
that has a black plastic core externally encased with aluminum. They will be mounted on a
manufactured aluminum frame (color to be determined) mounted at a 45 degree angle. The
frame will be supported by a single 4 x 4 treated wood post. Typical height will be 30 inches —a
height that should be suitable for all users. Anticipated size would be 36 inches wide x 30
inches high.

It is estimated that the map signs will initially be installed at 7 locations at path entrances as
shown on the following map. Wild Warner will work with Parks staff for the exact locations and
number.

It is anticipated that the panels will by fabricated by American Family DPR (Document Process
Resources). It is anticipated that the frames will by fabricated by Best Exhibits of Baraboo.

Warner Park Logo

Narrative
Map

Wayfaring Map Sign (36" wide x 30"high)
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Warner Park Entrance Map
Continued

M - Locations
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Warner Park Entrance Map
Continued

PATH ETIQUETTE FOR ALL USERS

Stay right, pass left

Notify others when passing
Yield to slower users

Pull off the path to stop

[l
[x]

_bitly/BikeMap7

.. “'omadison
All pets on a leash S0l = g

cityofmadison.comy/bikemadison

Madison Bike Path Example
60 inches wide x 39 inches high
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Warner Park Entrance Map
Continued

American Family N

Oak Trail Is a shady wooded walk on evenly mown grass. This trail is made up
of two loops, with a perimeter length of 0.7 miles. It provides a unigue, look at a
restored oak savanna, an endangered habitat that once encompassed nearly
S ion actes of pre-setflement Wisconsin but is now found on less tan

55,000 acres.
North Trail is made up of two loops. The perimeter of these loops combined is 1
cis several bluebird houses and is 0.5 miles

long. The mown grass trail hilly but the breathtaking views of surround-
ing farmland and even the Capitol bulding in downtown Madison make the hike

worth i,
Prairie Trail is comprised of several mown grass trails. Gentle hills make for
cres of

easy walking and an excellent opportunity to observe the extensive a
grassland and the birds that live there.
at runs along the main drive through ihie

Parkway Trail is an asphalt trail th:
accessible. It links many

easy walk and is wheelchair

grassland. This trail is an
of the bluebird houses and provides numerous opportunities to view the many.
species of birds that call the NHQ home.

mile long.

Hillside Trail is a 0.7-mile loop of the most difficult terrain at the NHQ. The sur-
face is usually uneven but, with sturdy shoes, this mown grass trail will give you
great views of the entire American Family National Headquarters Property and
beyond.

Parkway Trail, from end to end, is 1

Pond Trail is a well-traveled gravel path that runs the perimeter of the American
Family pond. This 0.4-mile trail is wheelchair accessible and short enough to
walk on a brief break. While on the Pond Trail, be sure to look for the
largemouth bass,b luegill and minnows that linger at the edges of the pond. Take
af ew minutes to stop and enjoy the native prairie butterfly garden on the south-

west corner of the pond.

Map and Trail Signs created by Heidi Vanden Hoek,
Revised by Talia Gebhard, Habitat Enhancement Program 2003

SOCCER
FIELD

ational Headquarters Trail Descriptions

© You Are Here

Trail Map
You are invited fo explore and enjoy the trail system here at the national he
ity. The trails that cross the property feature a number of vegetation types as
titude of wildlife. To add to your experience, please refer t c
and trail signs. Also, please remain on the trail and do nof

attract scavenging birds and anima's.

WELCOME

LAKE VIEW ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL OUTDOOR
CLASSROOM

SCHOOL FOREST
ENTRANCE

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
GROUNDHOG HILL /
STAIRS

OAK GROVE MUSIC
GARDEN

PRAIRIE

PINE TREE PATH
PARKING LOT

FRUIT TREES & BUSHES
POLLINATOR BEDS
SLEDDING HILL
PLAYGROUND
BASKETBALL COURT

GREAT GREEN
GROWING GARDEN

0006000060060 60 00 ©

@ RAN GARDEN

CHARLIE CARROLL,
EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

Examples
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Warner Park Entrance Map
Continued

GLASS BEV .

E|

CONTAINEHICE
OHIBITED

PARKING ANS,
ND D
P:N GRASS’ DgﬁoH?:';YT"E'g
THRK CLOSED
E HOURS o
ORD. 8.3

ETW
ToPM

Existing rules sign at entrances. At Parks staff suggestion this may be

incorporated onto the new entrance map sign.

ordinances listed on the sign
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Warner Park Entrance Map
Continued

Example Sign Mounting Frame
45 degree angle
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Warner Park Wayfaring — Signs

To orient users and encourage them to explore the park, Wild Warner is proposing to place
wayfaring signs at key locations. The signs would include destination(s), direction and distance.
The specific destinations will be in collaboration with the Parks staff.

All of the signs will be sign grade aluminum with brown background with white lettering each
mounted on a treated 4 x 4 post with galvanized lag screws and nylon washers (to prevent rust
streaks on the sign). Each line on a sign will be 8 inches in height. Sign length will be
determined by amount of text on the longest line. The sign height and offset from the paths
will be standardized.

It is estimated that the wayfaring signs will initially be installed at 9 locations as shown on the
following map. Wild Warner will work with Parks staff for the exact locations and number.

It is anticipated that signs will by fabricated by Decker Supply of Madison.
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Warner Park Wayfaring — Signs

Continued

W - Locations
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Warner Park Wayfaring — Signs

Continued

A Warner Beach 0.7mi

4 Monterey Drive 0.Imi
» Dog Park 0.2mi

Wayfaring Sign Shop Drawing 1
3-inch upper case letter size & 2 1/2-inch lower case letter size
“mi” is 2-inch 36 inches wide x 18 inches high

Wayfaring Sign Working Drawing 2
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Warner Park Wayfaring — Signs

Continued

Middleton Path Signal

Issues:

Poor contrast — hard to read

Sign is too high

Hard to interpret directions

More complex construction

Corrosion on brackets — maintenance concerns

Good destination choices

Mileage is good.
Trail names installed vertically on post — good - will use in Warner Park
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Warner Park Interpretive Signs

To educate users and encourage them to explore the park, Wild Warner is proposing to place
interpretive signs at specific locations. The signs would typically include a photograph(s) and
narrative. Information and photography will be in collaboration with the Parks staff.

The intended audience for the interpretive signs is middle school aged children. An
appropriate level for the narrative and photography is important.

All of the signs will be in full color printed on E-Panel, an approved material for outdoor signing
that has a black plastic core externally encased with aluminum. They will be mounted on a
manufactured aluminum frame (color to be determined) mounted at a 45 degree angle. The
frame will be supported by a single 4 x 4 treated wood post (see page 12). Typical size will be
24 inches x 18 inches. Typical height will be 30 inches — a height that should be suitable for all
users.

Some signs under consideration are: Barn Swallows, Sandhill Cranes, Red Oaks, Castle Creek
Restoration, Rain Gardens (replace the 2 that are deteriorating) and more.

It is estimated that the interpretive signs will initially be installed at 10 locations as shown on
the following map. Wild Warner will work with Park staff for the exact locations and number.

It is anticipated that the panels will by fabricated by American Family DPR. It is anticipated that
the frames will by fabricated by Best Exhibits of Baraboo.

Warner Park Logo

Narrative

Photograph(s)

Interpretive Sign (24" wide x 18" high)
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Warner Park Interpretive Signs
Continued

| - Locations
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Warner Park Interpretive Signs
Continued

Pond View Prairie What’s out there

"__";i:cllof;’i::’ ;indH\gz;’tvafrEa::;n g:;gn:\'?:n;a; Throughout the spring and summer the prairie exhibits a constantly shifting array of colors as different species
ly going e prog come into bloom. Keep an eye out for these species and many others as the growing season progresses.

Early

Preparing for Prairie

Spring 2010 The 17-acre prairie site was treated
with Round-Up, an herbicide, to remove non-native
plants and weeds. The site was then planted with
Round-Up Ready® soybeans specially bred to
survive the pesticide treatments while leaving the
soil healthy and rich in nitrogen. J 0 S LR 2 % A4 7

Spiderwort Smooth Penstemon Blue False Indigo Butterfly Milkweed
Fall 2011 The second crop of soybeans was Tradescantia ohiensis Penstemon digitalis Baptisia australis Asclepias tuberosa
harvested, and the site was seeded with plants
native to the Midwestern shortgrass prairie
ecosystem

otecting the Prairie

Mowing New prairies are vulnerable to weeds

and non-native plants during their first growing 3

season. Prairie plants initially put most of their ; .

energy into spreading their roots underground, NN .o X A

leaving them susceptible to shading out by the yed Susan Pale Purple Coneflower Wild Bergamot urple Prairie Clover
fast-growing competing weeds . During the early Rudbeckia hirta Echinacea pallida Monarda fistulosa Dalea purpurea
years, mowing, rather than " illing, is a helpful

tool for managing weed growth while protecting and Fall
the young wildflower seedlings.

o
8 ‘]"I'/,
[ e S
Fire Once a prairie is established, prescribed ) 2 PR =
burns help to keep the weeds at bay while gl 3 A W =
allowing the native plants to flourish. “Warm
season” native plants begin their growth later than
“cool season” weeds and non-native plants. Fire L A
is strategically used in the spring before the Prairie Blazingstar Yellow Coneflower New England Aster Stiff Goldenrod
“warm season” to set back weed growth while Liatris pychnostachya Ratibida pinnata Aster novae-angliae Solidago rigida
leaving prairie plants unharmed.

The goal of the 1,000 Rain Gardens program is
Jor interested homeowners to create at least

1,000 Rain Gardens within the City of Madison.
For more information on how you can create
your oun rain garden, please call the nupber below

City Engineering Department (608) 266-4751

Native Prairie Rain
' Garden Projec

! How to improve our Madison lakes and watershed with native plants.

i ———— -
ban Hydroiogy Cycie == N Rain gardens are landscaped areas, planted
The Urban yarot \yCie \ i with native grasses and wildfiowers that replace
areas of lawn. They filter runoff from parking
Deayige " optimal lots and paved areas, reduce flooding and
Temperaturs recharge groundwater by allowing water to

soak into (not off of) the ground, and help
E
K 3 Rainwater Garden
-« Stormwater runoff - Collects stormwater runoff

~ prevent pollutants from washing into our lakes.
tural water quality systems — 3
iaein Cefgete ari Ul Wl "q‘ ‘y 4 A Turf and lawn oot systems
collecting runoff, filtering out pollutants and helping aft ity 2 ickos e
protect our lakes and streams. They allow about
30% more water to soak into the ground.

Native plants, with their deep root
systems, allow water 056t into
* the ground better than turf grass.
They are very hardy to cold winters,
disease and insects and help
create habitat for birds and butterfles.

llustrations: Roger Daleiden / Atomic Studios

Large amounts of water run off of parking lots,
. streets and sidewalks, carrying harmful pollutants.
to area lakes and streams.

Prairie plant root systems.
can extend 10 feet

e e e e A e A

This project made possible by a donation % y !
il i R A grecol 3

installed by Agrecol Corporation of Madison, Wisconsin.

The native plants in this garden

GRAHAM-MARTIN once fourished in th praiies, wetlands
 FOUNDATION e

©2005 Agrecol Corporation

ustrations: Chris Whalen

Examples
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Warner Park Path Stencils

To help encourage users to walk to explore the park, Wild Warner is proposing to paint nature a
nature stencil every 1/10 mile on all of the paved paths. Exact stencils will be in collaboration
with the Parks staff.

Each nature form stencil will be fabricated from a durable, re-usable 3 mm Sintra material so
that the stencils can be used often for repainting the nature forms. The size would be about

18-inches x 18-inches.

The paint will be an approved pavement paint —color to be determined. Glass beads may be
applied for night time reflectorization.

The paved path system in Warner Park is about 1.9 miles. It is estimated that the nature
stencils will be at 21 locations.

It is anticipated that the stencils will be fabricated by American Family DPR.

Example Stencils
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Warner Park Sign Proposal
Cost Estimate

Place Making Signs (11 locations plus 4 combined)

Signs 25 each @ 30 inch x 8 inch typical (42 s.f.) @ $10/s.f. S 420
Posts 11 each @ 4” x 4”x 10’@ $16 each S 1760
$ 496

Wayfaring Entrance Maps (7 locations)

Signs 7 each @ 36 inch x 30 inch (53 s.f.) @ $9/s.f. S 480
Brackets 7each @ $300 each $2100
Posts l4deach @ 4” x4” x 6’ @ $10 each S 140
Design 2 hrs. @ 50/hr. S 100

$2820

Wayfaring Signs (9 locations)

Signs 18 each @ 30 inch x 18 inch typical (68 s.f.) @ 10/s.f. S 680
Posts 9 each @ 4” x4”x 12’@ $20 each $180
$ 860

Interpretive Signs (10 locations)

Signs 10 each @ 24 inch x 18 inch typical (30 s.f.) @ $9/s.f. S 270
Brackets 10 each @ $250 each $2500
Posts 10 each @ 4” x4”"x 6’@ $10 each S 100
Design 6 hrs. @ $S50/hr. S 300

$3170

Stencils (21 iocations on path)

Stencils 5 each @ approx. 18 inch x 18 inch 3 mm Sintra form S 100
$ 100

Hardware & Misc.

Lump Sum S 354
$354
TOTAL $7800
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Warner Park Sign Proposal
Installation

All exact sign locations will be agreed to with Parks staff. They will all be exactly marked for
installation and for Digger’s Hotline.

All of the signs will be installed by volunteers working directly with Wild Warner.

Specifications and Standards will be strictly adhered to. They include horizontal and vertical
alignment, proper depths of posts, correct backfilling and compacting, correct positioning, and
installation of specified hardware.

The volunteer use of a hand-held power augur for digging the post holes may only be used if
the operator is city certified. Any allowed use needs to be within the rules and guidelines of the
City and the Parks Department. The “fallback” may be hand digging of each hole. Staff
information indicates all holes will have to be hand dug by Wild Warner. It is doubtful Wild
Warner will contract out the work due to budget constraints.

Page. 22 Warner Park Sign Proposal 10/11/2017



Warner Park Sign Proposal
Maintenance

Ease of Long and Short Term Maintenance is critical.

® Impact of graffiti on the all signs will be minimized by applying a thin anti-graffiti overlay
on each sign, done by both American Family DPR and Decker Supply.

® Because each is a unique component, damaged signs and posts can be replaced at
minimal cost. A typical post costs about $15 and a typical 18-inch x 24-inch sign costs
about $30. All of the design files will be retained by Decker Supply and American
Family DPR

e All signs will need to be regularly monitored for condition

e Qver time some sign posts may need to be re-plumbed (made vertical). Easily done with
wood posts.

e Typically the maintenance of new facilities (in this case signs) are incorporated into the
Parks Department operating budget. However Wild Warner is willing to be a partner in
the maintenance of the signs. Parks staff and Wild Warner will develop a maintenance
agreement.

Flexibility of Sign Content and Location with Changing Conditions
e Content of any sign can easily be revised due to changing conditions.

* Some signs could be changed seasonally.

® Because none of the signs are set in concrete, they also can easily be moved, due to
changing conditions.
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Warner Park Sign Proposal
Other Issues

There are no doubt issues that have not been considered.

e Parks staff has consulted with the Zoning Department. The signs do not
require any permits.

® The question of giving credit to American Family or Wild Warner has been
brought up. This is allowable as long as a logo is not used. Wild Warner
was not contemplating doing this, but may discuss further with Park staff.

e Other?
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Warner Park Sign Proposal
Phasing

Phase 1 — completion by 5/1/2018

Wild Warner and American Family desire to make a quick impact.

Place Making Signs can be more quickly developed and agreed to.

Wayfaring Signs also can be more quickly developed and agreed to.

Animal Stencils are easy to develop, but we would prefer to delay because a spring
repainting would probably be required if painted this fall.

Phase 2 — completion by 7/1/2018

e Wayfaring — Entrance Maps take more time to develop and reach consensus.
® Interpretive Signs take more time to develop and reach consensus.

Phase 3 — after 7/1/2018

e [f grant money balance permits Wild Warner desires to place identification plaques near
select tree and forb species.

¢ Wild Warner would also consider additional interpretive signs.

Phase 4
¢ Consideration for multi-lingual signage.
¢ Consideration for expanding into the eastern part of the park.
¢ (Consideration for audio-enhanced signage.
[ ]

Consideration for adding QR Codes for additional information.
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