
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON MASTER PLAN UPDATE | UDC INITIAL/FINAL APPROVAL 1

CAMPUS MASTER PLAN C-I DISTRICT ZONING

EXTENDING OUR HISTORY - EMBRACING OUR FUTURE

Urban Design Commission (05/24/17)
FINAL  APPROVAL REQUESTED

CI‐District Master Plan



UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON MASTER PLAN UPDATE | UDC INITIAL/FINAL APPROVAL 2

Agenda
- Overall City Approval Schedule

- What UDC is approving??

- Building Design Review 
- Standards & Guidelines 

- Categories of Membership 
- ‘New’ Campus Design Review Board

- Review Procedures
- Coordination, Format, Process
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Plan Commission - Informational

UDC - Informational

Joint West Campus Area Committee - UPDATE

Joint Southeast Campus Area Committee - UPDATE

APPLICATION SUBMITTAL

Joint Southeast Campus Area Committee – UPDATE

Pedestrian, Bicycle & Motor Vehicle Commission - UPDATE

Urban Design Commission – ACTION

Joint West Campus Area Committee – ACTION

Joint Southeast Campus Area Committee – ACTION

Plan Commission - ACTION

Common Council – FINAL APPROVAL

2017

SCHEDULE
March 6, 2017 (done)

March 8, 2017 (done)

March 22, 2017 (done)

March 27, 2017 (canceled)

April 5, 2017 (done)

May 15, 2017 (no quorum)

May 23, 2017 

May 24, 2017 (tonight)

June 7, 2017

June 12, 2017

June 19, 2017

July 18, 2017
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What is UDC Approving?
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C-I DISTRICT CAMPUS 
MASTER PLAN DOCUMENT
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L A K E   M E N D O T A
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Existing Zoning Map
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON MASTER PLAN UPDATE | INFORMATIONAL PRESENTATION
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Design Review
Guidelines & Standards
Standards by which all projects are reviewed:

• Context (Campus Design Neighborhood)
• Massing & Scale
• Building Height
• Build-To Lines / Dimensions
• Landscape Principles / Guidelines
• Building Materials & Styles
• Design Considerations
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Campus Design Neighborhoods
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Historic Campus 
Design Neighborhood

Campus Design Neighborhoods
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Historic Campus Neighborhood Overview & Location

TYPICAL EXAMPLE DESIGN NEIGHBORHOOD
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Massing & Scale Building Heights

TYPICAL EXAMPLE DESIGN NEIGHBORHOOD
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Building Heights
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Building Heights
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Build-To Lines Build-To Dimensions

TYPICAL EXAMPLE DESIGN NEIGHBORHOOD
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Build-To Lines
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Build-To Dimensions
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Landscape Principles Landscape Guidelines

TYPICAL EXAMPLE DESIGN NEIGHBORHOOD
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Materials & Styles: Existing Conditions Materials & Styles

TYPICAL EXAMPLE DESIGN NEIGHBORHOOD
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Building Inventory Design Considerations

TYPICAL EXAMPLE DESIGN NEIGHBORHOOD
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Categories of Membership
PROPOSED CAMPUS DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
1. University Architect (chair) or Assoc. Vice Chancellor FP&M designee
2. University Landscape Architect or Assoc. Vice Chancellor FP&M designee
3. Private National Firm Architect as designated by FP&M
4. Private National Firm Landscape Architect as designated by FP&M
5. City of Madison Planning Director or designee
6. JWCAC/JSECAC Member (per project location) – as designated by each committee chair
7. City of Madison Urban Design Commission Committee Member – as designated by the chair
8. Ad Hoc* City of Madison Alder- unique per each project
9. Ad Hoc* Neighborhood Liaison - selected per project from JWCAC / JSECAC neighborhood reps.
10. Ad Hoc* University Project Sponsor - unique per each project
11. Ad Hoc* Campus Planning Committee Liaison – as designated by the UW Campus Planning Committee
* non‐voting committee member
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Review Procedures
- All DRB meetings will be public meetings and noticed per City of Madison & UW-Madison policies.
- The UW-Madison FP&M project manager will be responsible for facilitating the design review process 

working with the DRB staff to schedule dates for review.
- Information on DRB policies and procedures will be supplied to the design team by the FP&M project 

manager.
- An outline of the proposed project scope, location, programmatic intent, and schedule will be provided 

to the DRB staff by the FP&M project manager for distribution to the DRB members prior to their initial 
review.

- All projects are reviewed at least 3 times before the DRB (10%, 35% & 90% design).
- All decisions & discussions by the DRB will be consensus driven. Formal votes on projects will only be 

taken if necessary. The chair of the DRB (the university architect) will not vote unless there is 3-3 tie of 
the voting members of the board.

- Ad hoc, non-voting members are encouraged to fully participate in the discussions and deliberations of 
the board on all projects.

- There will be a public comment period during each project review to hear comments from neighbors, 
campus users and the general public on the project being presented.
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Review Procedures
FORMAT of REVIEW
- Each item review session lasts for 45 minutes in accordance with the format that follows. 

- First 15 minutes: Design team presents the project to the Board. 
- Next 15 minutes: Q&A for clarification on design elements.
- Next 10 minutes: Public comment is heard and recorded into the meeting record.
- Next 5 minutes: DRB communicates its summary points to the design team.

- The design team has the opportunity to ask for clarification of any of the points, but not to debate the 
merits of any of the recommendations from the DRB. 

- As feasible, all areas of disagreement with the DRB commentary from the design teams, should be 
discussed and resolved with the University Architect.

- If unresolved issues remain, the project recommendations may be appealed to the UW-Madison 
Campus Planning Committee (CPC) for review and a final recommendation.

- If, as the result of an appeal, the DRB finds that design guidelines or review criteria need to be revised, 
such revisions shall be recommended for consideration to the CPC and the UDC.
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Review Procedures
PROCESS
- Reduces conflicting recommendations from multiple 

design committees (UDC, Existing DRB).
- Joint ‘X’ Campus Area Committees retain existing 

function and importance.
- Defines more robust ‘New’ DRB per MGO. 28.097
- City Staff retains final site plan sign-off.
- Public WEPA (EIS) review process remains.
- Wisconsin Historical Society review remains on historic 

landscapes and structures.

DRB = Design Review Board

% Complete    Typical Capital Project

• Project A/E Kick-Off Meeting
• Campus Design Review Board Meeting #1
• Madison Development Assistance Team Mtg.
• Joint ‘X’ Campus Area Committee Meeting –

Informational
• Campus Design Review Board Meeting #2
• Joint ‘X’ Campus Area Committee Meeting –

Recommendation to the DRB
• Campus DRB Meeting #3 (final)
• Approvals – BOR & SBC 

(Board of Regents & State Building Commission)

• City of Madison Site Plan Approval

10%

35%

90%

PROPOSED PROJECT REVIEW PROCESS
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.masterplan.wisc.edu

All “C-I District” Document 
Sections are uploaded under the 

‘Current Information’ tab.
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L A K E   M E N D O T A

Questions & Comments
Gary Brown, Director of Campus Planning & Landscape Architecture
gary.brown@wisc.edu

EXTENDING OUR HISTORY - EMBRACING OUR FUTURE


