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Shaping places, shaping change  

Date: June 28, 2017 

To: City of Madison Urban Design Commission  

From: Dean Proctor - Vandewalle & Associates 

CC:  Kevin Firchow, City of Madison  

  Tim Bliefernicht, MGE 

Re: MGE Blount Substation Enclosure, 722 East Main St 

The proposed MGE Substation Enclosure Structure provides (1) protection for important 
community infrastructure and (2) a bold aesthetic enhancement for a burgeoning entertainment 
area in Madison’s Capitol East District.  

Replacing the existing chain link fence enclosing the substation (located on Main, Blount, and 
Livingston Streets), the new structure will protect facilities that supply downtown Madison and  
a portion of the city’s east isthmus with electrical power. The enclosure will prevent unwelcome 
vehicles from accessing the facility and prevent potential damage of the facility from the street 
and pedestrian level while on-site parking and gates will allow MGE access to service and support 
their facility. 

Recognizing that this facility is in the center of a growing entertainment district, located on city 
streets that see an increasing number of pedestrians, and adjacent to new redevelopment 
drawing thousands to music and creative ventures as well as the public and employees parking in 
a major new structure, the new MGE structure was designed as an aesthetic contribution to the 
neighborhood and Capitol East District. The new structure and adjacent streetscape will also 
provide a critical link between the downtown core and the growing employment-oriented Capitol 
East District. 

The primary materials (brick and architectural metal) of the enclosure are inspired by its 
surroundings. The lower portion will be faced with brick that match the color of nearby historic 
masonry buildings of this working industrial district. Creative detailing and banding of three colors 
of brick add visual interest to the lower portion of the wall and the pedestrian experience. The 
upper portion’s perforated metal panels are similar in appearance to the industrial metals of the 
substation, the power plant, and other working structures in the neighborhood. The panels, 
layered to provide additional visual interest, are partially transparent to reduce the perceived 
height of the enclosure and to allow light and air to pass through. 
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Added to these two primary components, large custom-designed metal panels will be mounted to 
the gates and at several other positions on the enclosure, located to create a pleasing composition 
on the Main, Blount and Livingston Street facades. With their placement, color, and pattern they 
will add an artistic touch to the street and cityscape. Also, artistic treatment (emulating electrons) 
will be integrated into the middle band of the upper metal panels, symbolizing the substation’s 
role in providing electric power to the downtown and east isthmus.  

At Livingston Street near the new entertainment venue, and at the intersection of Main and 
Livingston Streets, space is set aside for potential sculptural art works and interpretive features, 
enhancing the appearance of the streetscape and enriching the pedestrian experience.  

Together, these contextual materials, pedestrian-scaled components, creatively designed 
elements, and art works will not only protect our community’s valuable infrastructure, but will be 
a positive aesthetic addition to this growing vibrant neighborhood and enhance the experience 
and image of the Capitol East District and the City of Madison. 
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Madison, Wisconsin

MGE Blount Substation Enclosure
Context and Pedestrian Spine



 From Livingston St

From Blount StFrom Main St

Facing East Washington

© 2017
VANDEWALLE & ASSOCIATES INC.
Revised: 6.27.17
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MGE Blount Substation Enclosure
Existing Conditions 



© 2017
VANDEWALLE & ASSOCIATES INC.
Revised: 6.27.17
 

Madison, Wisconsin

MGE Blount Substation Enclosure

Red Brick/HistoryRed Brick/History

Industrial/Metal/ElectricIndustrial/Metal/Electric

Red Brick/History

Industrial/Metal/Electric

Material Inspirations  



BRICK FACED PRECAST WALLBRICK FACED PRECAST WALL
WITH PERFORATED METAL ABOVEWITH PERFORATED METAL ABOVE
(SEE ELEVATION)

ARTICULATED PRECAST WALLARTICULATED PRECAST WALL
WITH PERFORATED METAL ABOVEWITH PERFORATED METAL ABOVE
(SEE ELEVATION)(SEE ELEVATION)

BRICK FACED PRECAST WALL
WITH PERFORATED METAL ABOVE
(SEE ELEVATION)

ARTICULATED PRECAST WALL
WITH PERFORATED METAL ABOVE
(SEE ELEVATION)

B

A

FUTUREFUTURE

DEVELOPMENTDEVELOPMENT

FUTUREFUTURE

DEVELOPMENTDEVELOPMENT
FUTURE

DEVELOPMENT

FUTURE

DEVELOPMENT

CO TT OOOCO LLLLLLC O
UILDLD G

CONTROL
UILDING

CONTROL
BUILDING

CONTROL
BUILDING

BLOUNT GENERATING STATION

800 BLOCK
REDEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC PARKING
STRUCTURE

ENTERTAINMENT
VENUE

LI
VI

N
G

ST
O

N
 S

TR
EE

T

MAIN STREET

EAST WASHINGTON AVENUE

BL
O

UN
T S

TR
EE

T

Interpretive

Installation

ee

Security Barrierrrrrrr

Building Enhancements

Blount Plant Large

Creative InstallationC

Security BarrierSS

BBBBBBBB

9’ Perforated Metal Fence

with Brick Columns

New Gate 15’ Perforated Metal Fence

with Brick Columns

9’ Perforated Metal Fence

with Brick Columns

© 2017
VANDEWALLE & ASSOCIATES INC.
Revised: 6.27.17
 0 60 120

Feet
NO

RTH

Madison, Wisconsin

MGE Blount Substation Enclosure
Wall Types



CO TT OOOOOOCO LLLLLLLC O
UILDLD G

CONTROL
UILDING

CONTROL
BUILDING

CONTROL
BUILDING

BLOUNT GENERATING STATION

800 BLOCK
REDEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC PARKING
STRUCTURE

New Street Tree (typ.)

Existing Street Tree (typ.)

NNNNNNNNN

Site Amenities ZoneSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

EEEExEEEEEEEEEEEExEEEEEEEEEEE

New Street 

Tree (typ.)

Existing Street 

Tree (typ.)

Access Drive

Access Drive

New Landscape 

Lawn & Trees

Stormwater Basin

LI
VI

N
G

ST
O

N
 S

TR
EE

T

MAIN STREET

EAST WASHINGTON AVENUE

BL
O

UN
T S

TR
EE

T

© 2017
VANDEWALLE & ASSOCIATES INC.
Revised: 6.27.17
 0 60 120

Feet
NO

RTH

Madison, Wisconsin

MGE Blount Substation Enclosure
Conceptual Landscape Plan



B

A
BRICK FACED PRECAST WALL
WITH PERFORATED METAL ABOVE

ARTICULATED PRECAST WALL
WITH PERFORATED METAL ABOVE

BRICK FACED PRECAST WALL
WITH PERFORATED METAL ABOVE

ARTICULATED PRECAST WALL
WITH PERFORATED METAL ABOVE

FUTURE

DEVELOPMENT

FUTURE

DEVELOPMENT
FUTURE

DEVELOPMENT

FUTURE

DEVELOPMENT

CONTROL
BUILDING

CONTROL
BUILDING

BLOUNT GENERATING STATION

800 BLOCK
REDEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC PARKING
STRUCTURE

ENTERTAINMENT
VENUE

LI
VI

N
G

ST
O

N
 S

TR
EE

T

MAIN STREET

EAST WASHINGTON AVENUE

BL
O

UN
T S

TR
EE

T

B

TT PP CA LLED PRECAST WALL
F RATE METAL A VLFORATED METAL ABOVE

T PR CCC LLLLARTICULATED PRECAARTICULATED PRECAST WALL
VV FFPP L AL AWITH PERFORATED METAL ABOVE

TTURE

OPMENTOPMENT

FUTFUTURE

VELOPMENTDEVELOPMENT

CONT OOCOO LC OROLCONTROLOLLR LLOLROOL
UILDLD GINGBUILDI GGGI GGNG

CONTROLONTROCONTROL
UILDINGBUILDING

BLOUNT GENERATING STATION

800 BLOCKOO80000 BLOBLO00080
REDEVELOPMENTOO

PUBLIC PARKING
STRUCTURE

ENTERTAINMENT
VENUE

LI
VI

N
G

ST
O

N
 

GG
LI

VI
N

G
ST

O
N

MAIN STREETTTRRRSSSSSSSNMAIN STRAIN SAIN STN A TRREET

EAST WASHINGTON AVENUE

BB
UN

T S
TR

EE
T

UN
TS

T
NN

T
LLLLLL

UUUU
LLOOOLOOOOOOOOOOOBL
O

U
LL

UU
LLOOOOOOLarge Graphic Panel

Attached to Gate

Large Graphic Panel

Attached to Gatehedededdd ttoeeedd t

Large Graphic Panel

Attached to Wall

SSS
TTTTT

LLL

ST
REEE

EETTTTT
ST

REEE
EETTTTT

TT
T

S

Art & Interpretive

Installation
(Separate design project)

LLLLLL

AAAAAAAALarge Graphic Panels Attached to Wall

(Added height to protect transformers
& enhanced aesthetic composition)

CCE
FF

& enhanced aesesththetic composition)otn e c n)c n

CK ABRBRBRBRBRBRRRRBRBRBRICICICICICICICIII K FAC
PPPPPPWIWIWIWIWIWIWWWWWW THTHTHTHHHHHH PPPPPPPPPPPPEREREREEEE

TT

LOLO

F TFUUUUUUFUUT

V LDEDEEVVVVVVVEVEL

Large Graphic Panels

Attached to Wall

(Added height to
protect transformers)

© 2017
VANDEWALLE & ASSOCIATES INC.
Revised: 6.27.17
 0 60 120

Feet
NO

RTH

Madison, Wisconsin

MGE Blount Substation Enclosure
Graphic Panels, Art & Interpretive Installations



© 2017
VANDEWALLE & ASSOCIATES INC.
Revised: 6.27.17
 

Madison, Wisconsin

MGE Blount Substation Enclosure
Wall Section
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