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To the Common Counul dl']d the City of Mddlson Staﬂ

_ The Board of Governors of 71)6 Bas‘kemlle Condomlmum Aseocmtlon and the
- undemgned individual residents of 7he B'lskerwlle wish tO express our position .
_opposing the Fairchild Building site for any kmd of homeless shelter, despite our
- sharing the concern for the plight of homeless in Mddlqon and our sympathy with
i the dlﬁlcultles of Porchhght in partlcular :

We at the Baqkemlle have been closely lollovwng discusmons regdrdmg the need to
K rélocate the ex1st1ng homeless shelter at the Grace Episcopal Church; to increase | |
- capacity, -and to make way for Hovde Propel ties, Inc. to redevelop the block where -
the Grace c;helter 1S currently located Baskervﬂle residents have attended.
ne1ghborhood meetmgs and have been n contaet with other bu11d1ng owners and
re81dents in the lmmedldte area of the Fcur(,hlld Buﬂdmg

We share the Cltys concern for the rising homelessness in MddlSOH both lrom a’

_ "humanltarlan perspectlve and in view of the myrmd attendant problems (strain on-
city services, dampenmg ol tourism, ¢ost to businesses, and decreased-quality of lifé .
for all res1d(,nts) However, we believe thdt the partlcula.r Ta,lrchlld Building site will -
not properly address the needs of homeless people nor-solve many of the City's

- associated problems, while at the same time creating new problems for the City and

the neighborhood at great cost. The building is without insulation, not. designed for

* human habitation, on a biisy street aging, ‘and located in one of the prime real estate

- markets in Madison. The great expense of retrofitting this building (not to mention
the lost potential property tax reVenues) would be:better s'pent spe'cifically de_si'gning ‘

Lhitp //host madison: com/ct/news/locaI/wrlters/pat schnelder/mad|son plan-could- move—homeless mien-$-
- shelter—from -grace/article_ cd337ae6 -976e-5485- 969f 40f27c58cc10 htm| -
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~ a building for a shelter or in pursuing other proven methods of solving hormelessness
~such as Housing First. We certainly applaud the City for trying to lmd a constructlve
solutlon to the problem of homelessness but.this is not it.

This bmldlng is bound by busy city streefs 'Wlthout adequa,te sidewalk space for more.
thana handlul of users to line up for the shelter to open. The sidewalks currently
teern with Workers anid visitors from sunrise to sunset and later. This is an active
downtown corner due to these workers and visitors on top of the long hours of noisy
~ trash trucks and street cleaning equipment that enter and exit the Fairchild Building,
“and transfer trash in front of it. - Police and other city vehicles also enter and exit -
“around the clock. This is no place for even a small number of homeless folks due to
- lack of s1dewalk accessibility, noise from the City vehicles, noise from a high level ol
- police and hre truck activity at the jail across the intersection, and regular tratfic
“street n01se The plan of having a receiving, area inside the bu1ld1ng, while clearly a
“response (o this problem, seemed wholly madeq’uate to deal with the actual

'dlmensmns ol the 155ue. Th1s 1$ an unwise locatlon to conslder ¢t 160+ bed homeless '

'*_"-_shelter due to these 81mple lchtS

. Clty government cllld 1ts crnzens need to take a hard look at thrs property to con31der o
: what is best for all city residents and visitors from within the county, around the state;

and beyond. This city corner is prime real estate from the perspective of both

- taxpayers and developers This Jocation is exCeptronally active for one of the largest _‘

~and most successful Farmer’s Markets i the eountry, for all other downtown

- activities such as II‘OIldel, Axt Fair on the Square; the Taste of Mad1son and:

- Concerts ori the Squa,re We ask that the city have the loresrght to conslder what

other uses for this property would posltwely outwelgh its eurrent use or the proposed ;

- homeless shelter. As nelghbors that observe this corner in cur: everyda,y lives, we
certainly can envision an excellent use of this pr operty a much: needed downtown
hotel w1th underground parklng to name just one alternatwe ' '

_- We can descrrbe hrst hand the 24 hour activity outsrde ol the Dane Lounty Jarl wrth |

inmates being released and walting on the sidewalk {ofteny Wamnv for hours) to be

" picked up by tarmly or friends, inmates leavmg for dnd returning from work r(,lease

and visitors Cyclmg in and, out every day to visit inmates. In short, we at The

Baskerville already endure a range -of difficult activity next to us. Soon,

- approximately 125 re51dents of the multi-million. dollar ULI high-rise apartment |
bu1ldmg abuttmg our burldlng also will experrence th1s Addlng yet more S

. 2 QOctober 26™ emait e’xc’h-ange_on approximate number.of résidents with Mark Birkowski, Urban Land Interests



-~ challenging activity at the same eorﬁer would be a tje'rfi.[ilj/‘-ill'-sighted decision on the

part of the City and Common Council. This is esp'ecially counterproductive after the
City devoted a large amount of TIF funding Lo actwa.te Doty Street' with ULI'

~ devélopment pr O]eCt

| Several owners at T he Baskervﬂle have long supported Porchhght Wlth hnanmal
:COIltI‘lbUtIOHS and volunteermg We expect the City of Madison-and Dane County
to work together with homeless service providers to-address the root causes and

insidious effects of homelessness here However, we firmly encourage the Common "
Council to focus resources ‘on proven decentralized residential solutions such as the

Housing First Initiative i in Madlson the same mitiative that reduced homelesqneqs
: by 91% n []t(lhs ' : : SRR

.The Cify- ordered Study ot the Fcurchlld Buﬂdmg descrlbes expenswe oonns for |
-retro-itting the F curehﬂd Buﬂdmg to allow for a homele% c;helter This is an agmg
- building that raises concerns about dl%phcmg police use and city parks and '

sanitation use ata high cost to taxpayers Our under%tandmg is that those -

a departrnents currently in the building do not want to be relocated for good reasons

| Further our underqtandmg is that a. retroht of the Fajrchild Buﬂdmg would cost _

' more than anew buﬂdmg deslgned as a homdess shelter in a loca‘uon closer to other
o homek,%s providers I o ’ ' |

It Js not Clear at all that thIS sﬂe Wa.s Chosen atter edretully surveylng ‘the alternatlves
Madison needs homeless services and those services need to be thoughtfully

deslgned W1th an eye toward the effect on the Clty ecosystern as a whole: In makmg

» ~ this decision, the City at a minimumnm needs to consider other sites for this p:rOJe(:t
 With the many inherent drawbacks to the Fmrchild loeation, the thy Is poorly
o _Served by not mvestt%tmg WhaL other optmns are pomble o

"To conclude we 1mplore the Clty cmd the Commorl Counul to serlously look dt the _

negative etiects of locatinga homeless shelter at the Fcur(,hlld Bulldmg on potentlal

‘ homeless users, downtown reSIdents Workere visitors, and bu%messe% Also to |
. examine: Tuiture opportumhes for the’ City of Mddleon, its residents, taxpayers, and all
future visitors to develop the site into something truly commensumte with positive

growth and development to offset the challenges of the Jail activity. Itis incumbent - -
upon the’ Clty and the Common Counul study alternatlve locat10ns - 1deally to bu11d »

7 3h't’ep://W\_i\iv\f.npr.crg./z_015/12/'10/4.‘3‘910075‘1/L!tahﬁ-reduced—chroni(:—homele'ssncas';s;_—by(—_g1-19'&:r'c'ent-heres-ht:n.'\." -



‘a new shelter deagned for the express purpose in the East Washington’ Avenue
corrrdor closer to the day programs center and other homeless prowders
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