
PLACEMAKING 

PLACEMAKING: 
 

WHAT? 



An effort to bring people and 
activities together in common 
healthy places to strengthen the 
community.   
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PLACEMAKING: 
 
What it is! 
 

Community-driven 
Function before form 
Adaptable 
Visionary 
Culturally Aware 
Multi-disciplinary 
Context sensitive 
Collaborative 
Sociable 
Inspiring 
 

What it isn’t! 
 

Reactive 
Imposed from above 
Design-driven 
Monolithic development 
One-sized-fits-all 
Discipline-driven 
Privatized 
Static 
Dependant on regulatory 
controls 
 

WHAT? 



PLACEMAKING can be: 
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PLACEMAKING 

“The City should be the 
host, not the life of the 

party!” 

HOW? 
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PLACEMAKING 

Power of Ten! 
 

 

HOW? 

A City needs 10+ MAJOR DESTINATIONS 

A Destination needs 10+ PLACES 

Each place needs 10+ THINGS TO DO PL
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Power of Ten! 
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PLACEMAKING 

Power of Ten! 
 

 1. Have a beer 
with friends 

2. Wave at boats 
3. Eat an ice 

cream cone 
4. Play cards 
5. Stroll along the 

shore 
6. People-watch 
7. Find shapes in 

the clouds 
8. Listen to a 

band 
9. Splash in the 

water 
10.Get some sun 
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PLACEMAKING 

Power of Ten! 
 

 

HOW? 



1. Read a book 
2. Feed the 

squirrels 
3. Eat an ice 

cream cone 
4. Bird watch 
5. Meditate 
6. Take a woodsy 

stroll 
7. Paint 
8. Find shapes in 

the clouds 
9. Play with your 

dog 
10.Get some sun 

 
 
 

PLACEMAKING 

Power of Ten! 
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PLACEMAKING 

Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper! 
 

 

HOW? 

Idea emerges from community 

Facilitate experiments 

If it works, consider a larger investment PL
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PLACEMAKING 

Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper! 
 

 

HOW? 

1. Bike 
boulevards 

2. Central Park 
3. Fete de 

Marquette 
4. State Street 

Pedestrian Mall 
5. Contra flow 

bike lanes 
6. Neighborhood 

gardens 
7. Rain gardens 
8. Traffic calming 
9. Blink Art 
10.Ride the Drive 

http://overthebarsinmilwaukee.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/bb-sign.jpg�


PLACEMAKING 
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State Street Mall 1970’s 
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Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper! 
 

 

HOW? 

Experimentation… State Street Mall 1970’s 
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Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper! 
 

 

HOW? 

State Street Mall Today 
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Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper! 
 

 

HOW? 

New York City: Times Square Experiment
  



Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper! 
 

An Experiment… led to a permanent solution 
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PLACEMAKING 

It starts with someone’s idea… 

HOW? 



PLACEMAKING 

PLACEMAKING: 
 Now what? 
 
• Get it approved by Planning, Parks, Engineering, Traffic 
Engineering…anyone else? The Madison Arts Commission? 
Public Health department? Zoning? Who knows? 
 

• Do you need a permit? No...wait…two permits!? 
 Street closure? Yes? From Who? Is there a fee? 

 What do you mean I need insurance?!?! A License? 
 Risk management? Food vending license? 
 
• I thought I was ready to start my project… but maybe not!? 
 
Maybe I should ask forgiveness, rather than get permission? 
Or maybe I can’t do it at all… 
 

 

HOW? 



PLACEMAKING 

We can help unscramble the process! 

HOW? 



PLACEMAKING 

    Parks Division assembled an      
    interdisciplinary team 

• The team determined the best  
   locations for success 

• City Attorney: re-wrote ordinances 

• Traffic Engineering: prepared drawings 

• Engineering & Real Estate/Planning:  
  expedited applications/permits  

B-cycle “Can-do-team” 

HOW? 



PLACEMAKING 

The City could put together a 
“Can-do” Placemaking Team! 

HOW? 



PLACEMAKING 

The City could put together a 
“Can-do” Placemaking Team! 

HOW? 

• Neighborhood Resource Teams as a Model? 

• Placemaking Website Portal?  

• Funding strategies 

• Providing technical assistance to neighborhoods 

• Finding ways to say yes… 
  Especially to temporary experiments 
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Photo:  
Craig Wilson 

MADISON 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30

