Dear ALRC Members:

Re: Next Door Brewing Co. License Application (Council File No. 29592)

We are property owners at 2426 Sommers Avenue and are writing to express our opposition to the
proposed “brew pub” at 2439 Atwood Avenue. We share all of the neighborhood concerns summarized
by Victoria Straughn and Dean Morse in their letter of April 3" to you.

In particular, we feel this project poses a very real threat to the residential character and quality of
life in the neighborhood, in the form of increased traffic, noise, congestion, and parking demand. We
also believe it will have an adverse impact on the existing mix of established small businesses on Atwood
Avenue, for the same reasons. '

e The available on-site parking at 2439 Atwood (net of nine spaces after deducting residential and
handicapped spaces?) is wholly inadequate for a business with a proposed capacity of 100
persons indoor and 30 outdoor.

e Customers vying for these few spots will have their only ingress and egress from busy Atwood
Avenue, where traffic speed and volume are already a concern (Vehicle counts for that stretch
of Atwood Avenue are in excess of 20,000 daily.) They will have to enter and exit the lot very
close to a point where eastbound traffic on Atwood rounds a blind curve.

e On-street parking is extremely limited on Atwood Avenue now and there are no off-street public
parking lots for many blocks in any direction

e The inevitable parking spill-over will be to the congested neighboring residential streets, where
one side-only parking restrictions apply on the east-west streets and winter snow piles make
one-way traffic the norm. (That also raises all the problems associated with bar patrons
returning to their vehicles late at night.) '

There is no way an establishment of this capacity qualifies as a “neighborhood spot”. it will likely
draw city-wide and even metro-wide, and we would be naive to believe any significant number of
customers would arrive on foot or by bicycle.

In the abstract, or in another setting, the Next Door Brew Pub may be a fine proposal. In this context,
it has some major deficiencies as highlighted by area residents that make it a quality of life issue for this
neighborhood. We urge you to reject the license application as proposed.

Thank you for considering our comments.

| | #29592
Brian and Nancy Mitchell Brian M 79&//
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