
Preface 

I would like my grandchildren to grow up in the Collins House, so that they 
can appreciate and share the beauty of this landmark home--its Prairie-style 
design by Claude & Starck overlooking James Madison Park and Lake 
Mendota in the Tenney-Lapham neighborhood of the isthmus--understanding, 
as William Faulkner famously phrased it in Requiem for a Nun, "The past is 
never dead. It's not even past." 

I have a Ph. D. in American Civilization, with concentrations in American 
Material Culture, Urban History, Housing and Women's Studies. I also have 
extensive, award-winning experience in rehabilitating three landmark houses 
for my personal residence, all of them under historic preservation 
easements with provision for public access. 

My daughter, Cordelia (Delia) J. F. Gallo and her husband Mark T. Gallo, who 
own and operated an organic farm near Asheville, NC, before moving to 
Madison in September, will reside full-time with their sons Enzo and Nico in 
the Collins House, reserving a third floor Grandmother's suite as my second 
home. (My primary residence is in Washington, DC.) Because they are 
passionate about growing, preparing and sharing value-added foods and to 
qualify for federal and state historic restoration tax credits, they would 
establish a Farm to Fork program operated, in part, from a new commercial
grade kitchen in the Collins House basement. (See attached.) 
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