
Atwood % for Arts Poetry in sidewalks proposal:  
Madeleine Bohn - Madison’s first Youth Poet Laureate 
  
Hands   
Cracked hands, whacked hands 
Rough palms, healed by no balm 
Grime-packed fingernails, blood leaking in small trails 
Rough, chafed hands, splintering as they dig into land. 
  
I think I shall keep  
My hands 
 
Madeleine Bohn 
  
Teakettle      
She collects the aged,  
well-loved kettle 
Passed through hand after hand,  
gifted as greetings and goodbyes, 
Fills with water, lets it settle 
On the rusty little stovetop,  
heat turned to high. 
 
 Madeleine Bohn 
 
 
Angela Trudell Vasquez – Madison Poet Laureate 
  
Never More  (two different panels name only on second panel) 
Love doesn’t live here anymore 
I kicked her out the door, 
she made me weep, 
she left me weak. I repeat. 
  
Love doesn’t live here anymore, 
I’m all sore, my heart’s broke, 
and I can mope for days on end, 
but I won’t let her back in the door. 
 
Angela Trudell Vasquez 
  
Blessed Be Creation   
in the orange sherbet sky 
pink and purple rays glide by 
brick and mortar 
soars towards the Sound, 
this is what I love about being alive 
the colors of the night. 
 
Angela Trudell Vasquez 
 



Dignity Sits  (center justified) 
Dignity sits in a chair 
In a room, 
Chooses words carefully 
Tasting the flavor of each one, 
Listening to all those who 
Like the sound of their own voice best. 
  
Dignity decides who’s fair. 
Dignity waits his turn. 
 
 Angela Trudell Vasquez 
 
The Other America Tour Training Session  
there’s no question 
these are hard times 
and maybe there are 
always bad times for some 
but right now 
this minute you 
are green, beautiful 
and young 
and great days 
are to come. 
 
Angela Trudell Vasquez 
  
  
Eyes Alive 
There is looking in not looking.  
The eyes reach out 
From the picture 
and claim, 
I am, I was, 
I did once exist, 
and this is proof 
Of my existence. 
 
Angela Trudell Vasquez 
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