


Natural Lawn Application 
 
Owner: Janette Rosenbaum 
Parcel Number: 251/0608-012-1916-9 
Lot Number: 1221 
 
Definition: 
The property is at the corner of Winstone Drive and Pilgrim Road. The lot is approximately 100’ wide and 
120’ deep. 
 
Purpose: 

The purpose of this planting is to restore my little piece of Wisconsin to something close to its natural 
landscape that would have been present at this location 150 years ago. When I purchased the property, 
I found that the previous owner had been landscaping with invasive species, and I wanted to bring back 
the native species that I had started to learn about since moving to the Midwest. Through this project, I 
have continued to learn much about native grasses and their benefits including attracting a wonderful 
array of butterflies and birds. 
 
Native grasses are, of course, a much better natural raingarden than traditional lawn, tolerating 
downpours and drought, and helping to clean the water before it gets to the water table or to Lake 
Wingra. I also reap the delight of having a spectacularly beautiful yard. 
 
Landscape Design: 
 
The yard is divided into five segments. Three contain native, prairie grasses that exceed 8 inches in 
height. The other two are described for context. 
 
The front yard is level, faces west towards Winstone Drive, and is bisected by a path. West of the path 
(front half of the yard) is a prairie garden. The pre-existing lawn here was buried with a layer of sheet 
mulch, a layer of loose mulch, and a layer of clean topsoil. A native plant mix, "Butterfly Prairie for 
Medium Soils" from Prairie Nursery, was seeded into these layers in the fall of 2015. (See attachment for 
detailed seed list.) This planting established well in its first year. The native prairie grass species, which 
exceed 8 inches in height, were visible first, as is common. The forbs will fill in around them in the next 
year or two. 
 
East of the path (back half of the yard) is a woodland garden. This area is slightly expanded from a 
planting established by the previous property owner. Anchored by a river birch and a dogwood, the 
existing understory consists of ferns and spring ephemerals. The planting was expanded by sheet 
mulching an adjoining narrow strip of lawn, via the same method as the prairie garden in the front half 
of the yard. This expansion was seeded in the spring of 2016 with "Woodland Edge / Savanna for 
Medium Soil" from Prairie Nursery. (See attachment for detailed seed list.) There was little apparent 
development in the first summer; the plants will likely come up next year after stratifying. Once 
established, this area will contain native grasses that exceed 8 inches in height 
 
The back yard faces east and is defined by a long south slope towards Pilgrim Road. It is divided into 
three areas. 
 



Highest on the slope is a rain garden - swale - pond system. The area around the pond was backfilled 
with mulch and seeded with a ground cover. This section includes sedges but no grasses. 
 
The middle section of the yard is dominated by two pre-existing honey locust. Sections of the turf grass 
in this area were sheet mulched by the same process as in the front yard; the remainder of the turf grass 
in this area was removed by sod stripping. The stripped and sheet mulched areas were seeded into in 
the spring of 2016 with "Woodland Edge / Savanna for Medium Soil" from Prairie Nursery. (See 
attachment for detailed seed list.) As in the front yard's woodland garden, the seeds were not ready to 
break dormancy in their first summer, but should come up next year. The area will then contain native 
grasses that exceed 8 inches in height. Transplanted forbs have helped with the establishment of this 
area. 
 
Finally, the steep slope at the south end of the yard features a berm and sun trap, and a keyhole garden 
for vegetables. There are no grasses in this area. 
 
None of the plantings described here are within the setback zone along the property lines, because that 
area is entirely occupied by a large hedge established by the original property owner. The terraces along 
Winstone Drive and Pilgrim Road are completely mulched and contain no plants except for the street 
trees. 
 
Maintenance: 
 
Each spring the dead growth is removed from the native planting areas by breaking it off and 
composting it on site. 
 
Although very little weeding is required, I plan to weed out non-native plants each summer by hand 
pulling. Woody species attempting to move into the prairie will also be removed by hand pulling. In 
addition, I will continue to add new native plants. 
 
A little bit of mulch from the terraces inevitably gets kicked into the sidewalk, but is regularly swept back 
in to prevent it from becoming an issue. 
 
In the right of way, all grasses will be maintained at less than eight inches. On the private property, all 
non-native grasses will be maintained at less than eight inches and all native grasses will be maintained 
and cut according to the approved management plan. All lawn and grass areas shall be cut between June 
30 and October 15 when the Fire Chief, in his or her discretion, so orders. 
 
Neighboring properties: 
 
Although the two immediately-adjoining neighbors were initially concerned that the yard, which had 
been rigidly maintained for 35 years to prevent change, was becoming different, neither now has any 
complaint. As described above, the hedge forms a clear separation between the yards, as it has 
throughout the entire history of the property. 
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PRAIRIE NURSERY, INC. 
P.O Box 306    Westfield, WI   53964    USA

Phone:  800-476-9453     Fax:  608-296-2741     www.prairienursery.com

2015 BUTTERFLY PRAIRIE SEED MIX FOR MEDIUM SOILS     50% Grass, 50% Forbs

ITEM #50019

SEEDING RATE: 10 PLS POUNDS PER ACRE

 

PLS Grams/

 l lb of mix Percent of % Seeds of

FORBS COMMON NAME (1/10 Acre) Seeds/oz Seeds/sq ft Mix Weight Total Mix

Agastache foeniculum Lavender Hyssop 4 65,000 2.11 0.88% 3.37%

Allium cernuum Nodding Pink Onion 12 7,700 0.75 2.64% 1.20%

Asclepias tuberosa - Clay Butterflyweed for Clay 8 3,500 0.23 1.76% 0.36%

Aster azureus Sky Blue Aster 8 82,000 5.31 1.76% 8.51%

Aster laevis Smooth Aster 8 48,000 3.11 1.76% 4.98%

Aster novae-angliae New England Aster 4 70,000 2.27 0.88% 3.63%

Coreopsis lanceolata Lanceleaf Coreopsis 12 12,500 1.21 2.64% 1.95%

Echinacea pallida Pale Purple Coneflower 32 5,000 1.30 7.05% 2.08%

Echinacea purpurea Purple Coneflower 24 6,600 1.28 5.29% 2.05%

Liatris pycnostachya Prairie Blazingstar 16 12,000 1.55 3.52% 2.49%

Liatris spicata Dense Blazingstar 8 12,000 0.78 1.76% 1.25%

Monarda fistulosa Bergamot 4 78,000 2.53 0.88% 4.05%

Ratibida pinnata Yellow Coneflower 8 27,000 1.75 1.76% 2.80%

Rudbeckia fulgida Orange Coneflower 4 25,000 0.81 0.88% 1.30%

Rudbeckia hirta Black Eyed Susan 8 100,000 6.48 1.76% 10.38%

Rudbeckia subtomentosa Sweet Black Eyed Susan 4 46,000 1.49 0.88% 2.39%

Rudbeckia triloba Brown Eyed Susan 8 33,000 2.14 1.76% 3.42%

Solidago ohioensis Ohio Goldenrod 4 90,000 2.92 0.88% 4.67%

Solidago rigida Stiff Goldenrod 4 46,000 1.49 0.88% 2.39%

Verbena hastata Blue Vervain 4 100,000 3.24 0.88% 5.19%

Vernonia fasciculata Ironweed 8 20,000 1.30 1.76% 2.08%

Zizia aurea Golden Alexanders 16 12,000 1.55 3.52% 2.49%

TOTAL FORBS 208 45.58 45.81% 73.02%

LEGUMES

Dalea purpurea Purple Prairie Clover 19 20,000 3.08 4.19% 4.93%

TOTAL LEGUMES 19 3.08 4.19% 4.93%

TOTAL FORBS AND LEGUMES 227 48.66 50.00% 77.95%

GRASSES

Bouteloua curtipendula Side Oats Grama 80 8,000 5.18 17.62% 8.30%

Elymus canadensis Canada Wild Rye 70 4,200 2.38 15.42% 3.81%

Schizachyrium scoparium Little Bluestem 60 8,800 4.28 13.22% 6.85%

Sporobolus heterolepis Prairie Dropseed 17 14,000 1.93 3.74% 3.09%

TOTAL GRASSES 227  13.77 50.00% 22.05%

TOTAL PRAIRIE SEED 454 62.42 100.00% 100.00%

   

NOTE:  Exact seed mix composition may vary based upon seasonal availability of individual species.
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PRAIRIE NURSERY, INC. OF WESTFIELD, WI.  USA

P.O Box 306    Westfield, WI   53964    USA

Phone:  800-476-9453     Fax:  608-296-2741     www.prairienursery.com

WOODLAND EDGE/SAVANNA MIX FOR MEDIUM SOIL,  70% Grass, 30% Forbs

ITEM #50015

SEEDING RATE: 10 PLS POUNDS PER ACRE

PLS Grams/

 l lb of mix % of Mix % Seed of

FORBS COMMON NAME (1/10 Acre) Seeds/oz Seeds/sq ft by Weight Total Mix

Actaea rubra Red Baneberry 4 17,000 0.55 0.88% 0.87%

Agastache foeniculum Lavender Hyssop 4 65,000 2.11 0.88% 3.32%

Aquilegia canadensis Columbine 4 25,000 0.81 0.88% 1.28%

Arisaema triphyllum Jack in the Pulpit 12 440 0.04 2.64% 0.07%

Cacalia atriplicifolia Pale Indian Plantain 4 6,500 0.21 0.88% 0.33%

Camassia scilloides Wild Hyacinth 4 5,000 0.16 0.88% 0.26%

Campanula americana Tall Bellflower 0 120,000 0.00 0.00% 0.00%

Dodecatheon meadia Shootingstar 4 75,000 2.43 0.88% 3.83%

Echinacea purpurea Purple Coneflower 16 6,600 0.86 3.52% 1.35%

Eupatorium purpureum Sweet Joe Pye Weed 4 48,000 1.55 0.88% 2.45%

Monarda fistulosa Bergamot 4 78,000 2.53 0.88% 3.99%

Napaea dioica Glade Mallow 12 5,300 0.52 2.64% 0.81%

Penstemon digitalis Smooth Penstemon 4 100,000 3.24 0.88% 5.11%

Polygonatum canaliculatum Great Solomon's Seal 8 1,200 0.08 1.76% 0.12%

Rudbeckia hirta Black Eyed Susan 8 100,000 6.48 1.76% 10.23%

Rudbeckia subtomentosa Sweet Black Eyed Susan 4 46,000 1.49 0.88% 2.35%

Rudbeckia triloba Brown Eyed Susan 4 33,000 1.07 0.88% 1.69%

Smilacina racemosa Solomon's Plume 8 900 0.06 1.76% 0.09%

Veronicastrum virginicum Culver's Root 4 750,000 24.29 0.88% 38.35%

Zizia aurea Golden Alexanders 8 12,000 0.78 1.76% 1.23%

TOTAL FORBS 120 49.24 26.43% 77.74%

LEGUMES

Baptisia australis Blue False Indigo 8 1,600 0.10 1.76% 0.16%

Baptisia lactea White False Indigo 8 1,600 0.10 1.76% 0.16%

TOTAL LEGUMES 16 0.21 3.52% 0.33%

TOTAL FORBS AND LEGUMES 136 49.45 29.96% 78.06%

GRASSES Mature height

Bromus kalmii Prairie Brome 48 7,900 3.07 10.57% 4.85% 2' - 4'

Bromus purgans Hairy Wood Chess 70 7,500 4.25 15.42% 6.71% 4'

Elymus virginicus Virginina Wild Rye 160 3,900 5.05 35.24% 7.98% 4' - 5'

Hystrix patula Bottlebrush Grass 40 4,700 1.52 8.81% 2.40% 2' - 5'

TOTAL GRASSES 318  13.90 70.04% 21.94%

TOTAL NATIVE SEED 454 63.35 100.00% 100.00%
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