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August 21, 2020
 
Madison Water Utility Board
119 East Olin Avenue
Madison, WI 53713
 
Dear Chairman McLinn,
 
On behalf of the Association of State and Territorial Dental Directors (ASTDD), I am writing this letter
to ask the Madison Water Utility Board you for your support for community water fluoridation in
Madison, WI. ASTDD’s official policy is that we fully support and endorse community water
fluoridation in all public water systems throughout the United States. Community water fluoridation
has been demonstrated to be safe, cost-effective and beneficial through every stage of life and for
all people, regardless of age, race, ethnicity or socioeconomic status.
 
Dental caries (tooth decay) is a chronic infectious disease that can begin in early infancy and that, by

the time children reach adulthood, will affect over 92 percent of the U.S. adult population.1 In

addition, dental caries particularly affects low-income and socially-marginalized populations.2, 3

Children from families with low incomes had nearly 12 times as many restricted-activity days (e.g.,
days of missed school) because of dental problems as did children from families with higher

incomes.4

 
Scientific studies have confirmed the association between optimal levels of fluoride in water
supplies, improved dental health and absence of any negative health impacts.  As such, community

water fluoridation has been the cornerstone of caries prevention in the United States.5 The CDC has
recognized water fluoridation as one of ten great public health achievements of the twentieth

century.6

 
In light of the above, I urge the Madison Water Utility Board to support the fluoridation of
community water supplies in Madison, WI. Support for community water fluoridation is a major
achievement that will positively impact the health of your constituents. 
  
Sincerely,

mailto:cwood@astdd.org
mailto:WaterUtilityBoard@cityofmadison.com
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August 21, 2020 
 
Madison Water Utility Board  
119 East Olin Avenue 
Madison, WI 53713 
 
Dear Chairman McLinn,  
 
On behalf of the Association of State and Territorial Dental Directors (ASTDD), I am writing this 
letter to ask the Madison Water Utility Board you for your support for community water 
fluoridation in Madison, WI. ASTDD’s official policy is that we fully support and endorse 
community water fluoridation in all public water systems throughout the United States. 
Community water fluoridation has been demonstrated to be safe, cost-effective and beneficial 
through every stage of life and for all people, regardless of age, race, ethnicity or socioeconomic 
status. 
 
Dental caries (tooth decay) is a chronic infectious disease that can begin in early infancy and that, 
by the time children reach adulthood, will affect over 92 percent of the U.S. adult population.1 In 
addition, dental caries particularly affects low-income and socially-marginalized populations.2, 3 


Children from families with low incomes had nearly 12 times as many restricted-activity days (e.g., 
days of missed school) because of dental problems as did children from families with higher 
incomes.4 
 
Scientific studies have confirmed the association between optimal levels of fluoride in water 
supplies, improved dental health and absence of any negative health impacts.  As such, 
community water fluoridation has been the cornerstone of caries prevention in the United 
States.5 The CDC has recognized water fluoridation as one of ten great public health 
achievements of the twentieth century.6 
 
In light of the above, I urge the Madison Water Utility Board to support the fluoridation of 
community water supplies in Madison, WI. Support for community water fluoridation is a major 
achievement that will positively impact the health of your constituents.   


   
Sincerely, 


 
Christine Farrell, RDH, BSDH, MPA 
President, ASTDD 
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ASTDD Associate Membership is open to anyone interested in dental public health.
 
Christine Wood
Executive Director
Association of State and Territorial Dental Directors

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov_pubmed-3Fterm-3DInfluences-2520on-2520children-2527s-2520oral-2520health-253A-2520a-2520conceptual-2520model&d=DwMFAg&c=byefhD2ZumMFFQYPZBagUCDuBiM9Q9twmxaBM0hCgII&r=hgaRl2U4Mbpizjqmf7IOKIoSmyOqTJTvVHciahb4-U3K113f3vq_ThhZgcuyKPoi&m=T7t5zAhOc_iiD1QKhGbmZjy8G7dCMFC3lnJ-I5FlZno&s=P1iWXjmgvK1yXGdlB_OhAbCRFcJU8oFxpNmGaW7_ZTE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov_pubmed_15015736&d=DwMFAg&c=byefhD2ZumMFFQYPZBagUCDuBiM9Q9twmxaBM0hCgII&r=hgaRl2U4Mbpizjqmf7IOKIoSmyOqTJTvVHciahb4-U3K113f3vq_ThhZgcuyKPoi&m=T7t5zAhOc_iiD1QKhGbmZjy8G7dCMFC3lnJ-I5FlZno&s=-gsoop-dAc7hWJpKr_0S7NxC5EP7GGiKqaZqsOuTmvc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov_pubmed_15015736&d=DwMFAg&c=byefhD2ZumMFFQYPZBagUCDuBiM9Q9twmxaBM0hCgII&r=hgaRl2U4Mbpizjqmf7IOKIoSmyOqTJTvVHciahb4-U3K113f3vq_ThhZgcuyKPoi&m=T7t5zAhOc_iiD1QKhGbmZjy8G7dCMFC3lnJ-I5FlZno&s=-gsoop-dAc7hWJpKr_0S7NxC5EP7GGiKqaZqsOuTmvc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.astdd.org_membership-2Dbenefits_&d=DwMFAg&c=7gilq_oJKU2hnacFUWFTuYqjMQ111TRstgx6WoATdXo&r=1eCoLlfgRk5iBoKmz0DXub4gVjRYvHRgRve0mmn8cr1SazSA-lvDaOx6x6cwSvJ-&m=mwPXiz6v6TV3xeXA7MDnRBIPL-As2rX81sZWFYoYc_U&s=_qSVsdrI_x_46-z8pQrEyCOQL1tRnyAw8neFSEs25UM&e=


3858 Cashill Blvd.
Reno, NV  89509
Tel: 775-626-5008
cwood@astdd.org
www.astdd.org
 

mailto:cwood@astdd.org
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.astdd.org_&d=DwMFAg&c=7gilq_oJKU2hnacFUWFTuYqjMQ111TRstgx6WoATdXo&r=1eCoLlfgRk5iBoKmz0DXub4gVjRYvHRgRve0mmn8cr1SazSA-lvDaOx6x6cwSvJ-&m=mwPXiz6v6TV3xeXA7MDnRBIPL-As2rX81sZWFYoYc_U&s=r9Gpe5161bYkIsGpRJBetPcTz_XCul94WW8A9JmlWPU&e=


ASTDD is an affiliate of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 
 
 

0 
 
 
 

 
August 21, 2020 
 
Madison Water Utility Board  
119 East Olin Avenue 
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Dear Chairman McLinn,  
 
On behalf of the Association of State and Territorial Dental Directors (ASTDD), I am writing this 
letter to ask the Madison Water Utility Board you for your support for community water 
fluoridation in Madison, WI. ASTDD’s official policy is that we fully support and endorse 
community water fluoridation in all public water systems throughout the United States. 
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addition, dental caries particularly affects low-income and socially-marginalized populations.2, 3 

Children from families with low incomes had nearly 12 times as many restricted-activity days (e.g., 
days of missed school) because of dental problems as did children from families with higher 
incomes.4 
 
Scientific studies have confirmed the association between optimal levels of fluoride in water 
supplies, improved dental health and absence of any negative health impacts.  As such, 
community water fluoridation has been the cornerstone of caries prevention in the United 
States.5 The CDC has recognized water fluoridation as one of ten great public health 
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In light of the above, I urge the Madison Water Utility Board to support the fluoridation of 
community water supplies in Madison, WI. Support for community water fluoridation is a major 
achievement that will positively impact the health of your constituents.   

   
Sincerely, 

 
Christine Farrell, RDH, BSDH, MPA 
President, ASTDD 
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