


Letter of Intent 
Landmarks Commission, Madison WI 
 
May 11, 2020 
 
Proposal for front porch and improvements to 1311 Jenifer St 
 
I purchased the property at 1311 Jenifer St in December, 2019.  This is what the property looks 
like today: 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



According to my research at the Wisconsin Historical Society, the house was built in 1887 and 
referred to as the August Van Etten House (after its first owners). The house has had many  
owners over the years, and numerous additions and upgrades have been made, including but 
not limited to: a 2-story addition in the back, several renovations to the kitchen, moving the 
bathroom, renovations to the upstairs including new (Marvin double-hung) window 
replacements in the front and back, rebuilt central stairs, and all new wiring. These 
improvements have helped to keep the property in good operating condition while still 
retaining the historic feel of the house.  
 
We currently propose to (1) add a one-story porch to the front of the house and (2) replace 
inserts in 5 of the downstairs windows.  
 
1311 Jenifer is in Madison’ Third Lake Ridge Historic District—zoned HIS-TL.  Based on 
discussions with the city’s preservation planner, Heather Bailey, I understand that these 
improvements require approval of the Landmarks Commission. 
 
The city’s preservation planner, has been very helpful in providing advice on what is feasible 
and what I should aim for in terms of design. At her suggestion, I spent time at the Wisconsin 
Historical Society researching the history of the house and looking for old photographs of the 
house as well as surrounding properties. Drawing on these, I am working with Jack Donahue 
from JD Design on the design of the front porch.  
 

1.  Proposed One-Story Front Porch 
 
According to 1908 Sanborn maps, the house had a one-story front porch when it was built 
(Exhibit A). However I was not able to find any photos of the house with a porch. For example, 
the porch was no longer there when the house was photographed for the Architecture and 
History Inventory in 1984.  
 
Heather Bailey forwarded a Visual Compatibility Map (200 foot radius) for the property. Many 
of historic houses located within 200 feet of the property have one story front porches. Most 
notably, a house at 1315 Spaight St is the same design as my house and has a very nice looking 
one-story front porch. (Exhibit B). We propose to use a similar design to that of 1315 Spaight 
because it is in keeping with the neighborhood and fits well with the design of the house. 
 
Front porch project description: 
Front porch addition; single-story, covered porch.  The porch and structure are built of treated 
wood framing.  The deck is clad in a tongue and groove Douglas Fir board, with vertical pickets 
at the deck skirt.  The bases of the columns are wrapped in a brick finish appropriate for the 
home’s time of construction.  Upper columns are clad in a smooth painted trim board to match 
existing elements and keep consistent with neighborhood precedent.  The railing consists of 
two horizontal rails with vertical pickets between.  The porch beams and fascia are clad in 
smooth painted trim.  The roof is topped with an architectural shingle to match the existing 
roof.   



 
Please see Exhibit C (separate PDF) for plans and elevations. 
 

2.  Proposed replacements to inserts in 5 downstairs windows 
 
We have read carefully the materials on window repair and replacement available on the 
Landmark Commission’s website. Gabriel Achten (Achten Building Solutions LLC) a licensed 
general contractor in Madison WI who has worked extensively on historic homes in the Third 
Lake Ridge Historic District, assessed all the windows in house and make recommendations 
regarding repair and/or replacement.  
 
The property has 8 windows downstairs.  Three of these—towards the back of the house—
were replaced and/or repaired some years ago: pulleys and ropes are in place and the windows 
in good working conditions.  The remaining five (5) windows no longer have sash weights, or 
ropes and pulleys. They either don't stay open or cannot be opened at all.  The existing sash 
pulley holes have been filled in in all five windows. The windows are in need of glazing and 
wood repair as well.  See Exhibit D for the pictures of five windows proposed for replacement.   
 
Based on Gabriel Achten’s assessment and recommendations, we propose to install Marvin 
double hung replacement window inserts with white exterior and painted pine interiors for the 
remaining five windows, consistent with the Marvin double hung replacement window inserts 
already installed in the front windows on the second floor of the house.  
 
Please let me know if you have questions or require further information.   
 
Thank you very much and we look forward to hearing from you 
 
 
 
Valerie Kozel (property owner, 1311 Jenifer St, Madison WI) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit A:  section of the 1300 block of Jenifer St, 1908 Sanborn maps 
 

 
 
 



 
Exhibit B:  front aspect, 1315 Spaight St 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit D:  existing windows proposed for new inserts 
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