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of Dane County, Inc.

City of Madison Department of Planning and Development
Madison Municipal Bldg.

215 Martin Luther Kind, Jr. BLVD

Madison, WI. 53701-2984

RE: Alteration to SIP at 4210-4216 Kennedy Road
December 1, 2008
Dear Sir or Madam:

Habitat for Humanity of Dane County appears again before the Urban
Design Commission to request permission to alter the SIP for the 4-unit
bank of townhouses it’s currently building at 4210-4216 Kennedy Road,
in the Northport Commons subdivision. Specifically, HFHDC requests
permission to waive the zero-step entry requirements that pertain to these
townhouse units, in exchange for accessible units that are planned as part
of HFHDC’s upcoming revised-GDP/SIP submission for the remainder of
the Northport Commons neighborhood.

The Kennedy Road townhouses now under construction represent
HFHDC’s kickoff build within the Northport Commons subdivision. In
June, 2007, the City approached HFHDC to ask whether we might
purchase the remaining land at Northport Commons and preserve the
neighborhood’s affordability by recuperating the City’s substantial Block
Grant investment in the project. HFHDC purchased the remaining land
after months of investigation and analysis, coupled with good-faith
discussion and negotiation with the City of Madison. We are proud to
partner with the City to serve families there, and have already begun
recruitment of volunteers and homeowners for the project. HFHDC fully
intends to respect the City’s process for responsible land development:
Nevertheless, we've endured significant delays during the permitting of
the building, and the success of the build is suffering for it. As it stands,
the foundation for the town homes had been poured under the start permit
originally issued by Building Inspection, and alterations to it are possible
only with significant redesign and reconstruction.

Within the next few weeks, the Commission will receive HFHDC's
application for revision to the GDP/SIP for the land it purchased at
Northport Commons. As part of that redesign, HFHDC plans to fulfill the
request made by the CDBG office that we provide no fewer than 4 fully-
accessible units within Northport Commons. We believe our redesign will
“exceed the City’s expectations, and yield not only accessible units, but a
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Madison, W1 53725-8128 Madison, W! 53713 FAX: {608) 255-1823 INTERNET: www habitaidane.org
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more accessible neighborhood overall. Moreover, we plan to continue our
routine design review with partnering families, to ensure that their home
will meet their specific accessibility needs; and we intend to make any
necessary accommodations requested by families that we match with a
unit within the Kennedy Road townhouses.

Habitat for Humanity of Dane County is blessed to enjoy the strong
support of the City of Madison, to which we can attribute much of our
success in serving good families here in Madison. We thank the City for
continuing to work with us in good faith as we strive to make Northport
Commons a great place to live. Thank you for your time and
consideration, and please don’t hesitate to call me with any questions at
255-1549 x.107. :

Respectfully,
7y

l\/d‘ircéa et Carlson

Direttor of Community Development
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