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To: The Landmarks Commission 
From: Pres House Executive Director and Board of Directors 
Date: March 25, 2021 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
It is the intent of the Board of Directors of Pres House to make repairs to the 
exterior of our 90-year-old facility which is on the National Historic Registry. This 
letter describes existing conditions, proposed repairs/restoration of select masonry 
elements, and the routine maintenance on Tower stone/masonry/roof decks 
proposed.  
 
Age and weathering have caused breakage and weakened the structure of 
decorative stone features near the top of Pres House Tower. Up to four pieces were 
professionally removed (and stored) in an emergency measure. (SEE Existing 
Condition Photos, pages 2-6) 
 
A proposal for Masonry Repair and Restoration has been obtained from Statz 
Restoration and Engineering Company, Inc. (SEE Statz: Feb 5 2021; page 7-8). 
Preservation architect of Isthmus Architecture reviewed proposal for compliance 
with National Park Service guidelines for masonry repairs. Briefly, the following work 
is slated to be done: Dutchman repair/reset all broken elements, tuckpoint the 
mortar joints, re-caulk the sills and windows, and re-seal the Tower roof decks.  
 
Materials have been chosen to match all original finishes and are noted in a letter 
from Statz. Nothing is to be altered in design, color, placement, or appearance in 
any way. (SEE March 10 Statz Letter and Materials list; pages 9-17) 
 
This project scope is limited to the Tower part of building. While a lift is on site, any 
masonry features on the adjacent Church Building that appear to pose a safety risk 
will be brought to attention and, if necessary and feasible, repaired. (SEE Elevations; 
page 18)  
 
No Architect has been engaged for this maintenance work. Detailed drawings of the 
original construction are available for reference as needed, however a drawing of 
the upper tower is included. (SEE Upper Tower Detail; page 19) 
 
We trust that this description along with the following details will provide you with 
the information needed to allow us to proceed with these repairs. As stated, our 
goal is to return the Pres House Tower to its original state and the materials to be 
used will mirror the original as closely as possible. No additions or changes from the 
original design are proposed or envisioned. Thank you for your consideration of our 
project and please contact us should you require additional information. 
 
(SEE the following pages for supporting materials as referenced above.) 
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Existing Conditions Photos 
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Statz Feb. 5 Proposal for Repair 

 
February 5, 2021  

Pres House – UW Madison  
731 State Street  
Madison, WI 53703  

Attn: Rev. Mark Elsdon  
Re: Proposal for Masonry Repairs on Tower  

Dear Rev. Elsdon,  

Based on our recent onsite meeting, we have prepared the following proposal for your review: 

SCOPE OF WORK  

The University Presbyterian Church and Student Center, more commonly known as the Pres 
House, was constructed during the period 1931 -1935. The building is constructed of stone, brick 
and concrete. Statz Restoration completed masonry restoration repairs on the building back in 
1996.  The repairs included tuckpointing of failed mortar, caulking repairs and the installation 
of waterproof coatings on the four exposed levels of the tower. The tower on the building 
requires some masonry repairs. The owner would like pricing to repair the masonry on the tower.   

Accordingly, we propose to complete the following repairs on the Pres House tower:  

1. Mobilize and set up. We will use a large boom lift for access and bosun’s chair drops off  the 
back side of the tower as necessary.   

2. Tuckpoint deteriorated mortar joints in the stone and brick masonry as required using type 
N mortar. Mortar to match original as best possible and as approved by the owner based on test 
samples.  

3. Recaulk skyward facing joints in the stone (sills, capstones and joints in the stone lattice) using 
Tremco Spectrem 3 silicone sealant. We will remove old sealant from joint prior to 
recaulking.  

4. Recaulk window and door perimeters using Tremco Spectrem 2 sealant. 5. Stone Pediment 
Replacement – There are eight damaged stone pediments around the parapet at the top of the 
tower. Each pediment is anchored to the stone below with a steel rod which has rusted. The 
expanding rust is causing the surrounding stone to crack and spall making the pediment unstable. 
There are eight pediments and four have already been removed and placed inside the tower. The 
remaining four are cracked and are a safety concern. We will remove these four stone pediments.  
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The rusted steel rods will be drilled out and removed from the stone. We will cut off the 
damaged bottom portion of each pediment and attach new stone matching the configuration of 
the original stone. The Dutchman pieces will be attached using stainless steel dowels and epoxy. 
All eight pediments will then be reinstalled back onto the base stones using stainless steel 
dowels, epoxy and mortar.  

6. Repair one small pediment with missing top. We will have a new stone top fabricated and we 
will install using stainless dowel and epoxy. Additional damaged stone can be repaired for an 
additional charge if needed.  

7. Reset loose masonry parapet pieces on the upper roof deck. These pieces are loose and will be 
removed and reset in new mortar.  

8. Resurface deck coated areas. Clean and reapply urethane deck coating to the four landings in the 
tower and also on the eight roof areas that were coated in 1996. Any cracks in the concrete will 
be routed and caulked prior to recoating. Coating area will be solvent wipe cleaned. We will 
then apply one top coat of urethane with silica sand for skid resistance.  

9. Replace loose stones at the base of the wall where the west stairs meet the sidewalk. 10. As an 
option, wash the tower exterior using mild detergent and low psi pressure washer. 11. As an 
option, complete other masonry repairs on the building as required while the boom lift is on site. 
This work can be completed on a time and material basis.   

Please see photos at the end of this proposal.  

PRICING  

Statz Restoration & Engineering Company, Inc. will provide all labor, equipment, insurance, 
and materials for the above-described work for the following prices:  

A. Base bid work items 1-9 above. Price: $83,600.00  
B. Option for cleaning the tower exterior. Estimated Costs: $5,000.00 to $7,500.00   
C. Additional time and material work. Estimated costs: not to exceed $10,000.00.  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this proposal. Please call with any questions.   

Sincerely,  

 
Richard A. Stelpflug  
Project Manager  

Accepted By: _______________________________________ Date: ______________________          
(Owner or Authorized Representative) 
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Statz: March 10; Proposal for repair materials  
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March 10, 2021 
 
Pres House – UW Madison 
731 State Street 
Madison, WI  53703 
 
Attn: Rev. Mark Elsdon    
Re: Submittals for Masonry Repairs on Tower 
  
Dear Rev. Elsdon, 
 
We propose to compete the masonry repair and cleaning on the Pres House tower using the 
following materials: 
 

1. Metal Frame to Masonry Sealants - Tremco Spectrem 2 silicone sealant.  Colors to be 
selected by the owner from Tremco standard color chart.  Data sheet is attached. 

2. Masonry and Stone Sealants – Tremco Sepctrem 3 silicone sealant.  Colors to be selected by 
the owner from Tremco standard color  chart.  Data sheet is attached. 

3. Mortar – Mortar Technologies premixed Type N mortar.  Mortar to match original as best 
possible and as approved by the owner based on test samples.  Data sheet is attached. 

4. Stone Dutchman for Pediment Replacement – Indiana Limestone in buff color supplied and 
tooled by Madison Block and Stone.  Sandblast finish to match surrounding stone. 

5. Stone Anchors – Stainless dowels and Rapid Set Fast Anchoring and Repair Adhesive 
structural epoxy.  Data sheet is attached. 

6. Deck Coating – Masterseal Traffic 1500 urethane deck coating (top coat only).  This is the 
same product we installed on the concrete landings back in 1996 (it used to be named 
Sonoguard).  Data sheet is attached.  

7. Traffic Bearing Sealant (for cracks in landing prior to recoating) – MasterSeal SL 2 
polyurethane sealant.  Data sheet is attached. 

8. Solvent (for deck coating cleaning) – Klean Strip Xylol.  Data sheet is attached.   
9. Masonry Cleaner – Low psi pressure washer (500 psi) and Prosoco BioWash cleaner.  

Data sheet is attached. 
 
Please call with any questions.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Richard A. Stelpflug 
Project Manage
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Materials List: Solvent 
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Materials List: Polyurethane Sealant 

 

MasterSeal® SL 2 1/5

MasterSeal® SL 2
Multi-component self-leveling polyurethane sealant

APPLICATIONS
- Horizontal
- Interior and exterior
- Expansion joints
- Control joints
- Pavers
- Plaza decks
- Industrial floors
- Driveways/garages
- Sidewalks
- Decks
- Parking structures
- Pitch pans

PACKAGING
MasterSeal SL 2

5.67 liters containing Part A and Part B
MasterSeal P 173 473 ml cans

COLOR
40 standard, stocked colors are available.
Refer to the Popular Palette for Sealants and 
Waterproofing.

STANDARDS
- ASTM C 920, Type M, Grade P, Class 25, Use T, 

NT, M, A, O* and I
- Federal Specification TT-S-00227E, Type I, Class A
- Corps of Engineers CRD-C-506, Type I, Class A
- Canadian Specification CAN/CGSB 19.24-M90, 

Classification MCG-1-40-B-L, No. 81031
- CFI accepted
- USDA compliant for use in areas that handle meat 

and poultry
* Refer to substrates in Where to Use.

SHELF LIFE
Parts A and B: 1 year when properly stored
MasterSeal 900 Color Packs: 5.5 years

DESCRIPTION 
MasterSeal SL 2 is a multi-component, self-leveling, 
elastomeric polyurethane sealant that is mixed and 
poured in place. When cured, it forms a tough, resilient 
joint seal that resists penetration and abrasion and 
remains flexible when exposed to weather and aging.
FEATURES
- Abrasion resistant to help handle pedestrian and 

vehicular traffic
- Joint movement capability ±25% provides
- excellent flexibility for keeping moving joints
- weathertight
- Weather resistant, producing long-lasting 

weathertight seals
- Easy to gun and tool, speeding up application and 

making neater joints
- MasterSeal 905 accelerator available for use in cold 

climate applications to help speed initial cure
- No primer required for most construction materials, 

lowering installation costs
- Wide temperature-application range makes 

MasterSeal SL 2 suitable for all climates
- UL listed; Passes 4-hour, 4-inch, fire and hose 

stream test when used with Ultra Block or mineral 
wool

- Suitable for water immersion with documented 
performance in wet areas

- Chemical cure allows for faster turnaround time
- Bulk packaging results in less waste
- Long pot life offers extended working time
- Formulated to withstand pedestrian and vehicular 

traffic

SUBSTRATES
- Concrete
- Metal
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Materials List: Silicone Sealant 
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Materials List: Anchoring and Repair Adhesive 
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Materials List: Silicone Sealant 
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Materials List: Polyurethane waterproofing 
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Materials List: Mortar 
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Materials List: Biological Soiling Remover 
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Elevations 
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Upper Tower Detail 
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