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Standards for Variance

1.There are conditions unique to the property of the applicant that do not apply generally to other
properties in the district.

My house, a Cape Cod style, was built in 1952. It was repaired and remodeled after a kitchen fire, I
think around 1992. (Based on the age of the air conditioner, furnace, etc.) The remodel involved
bumping out the back wall of the house eight feet and raising the back roofline. Approximately six
to seven feet beyond the back foundation of the house the yard begins to slope. Running across this
slope —from south west to northeast and parallel with the back of the house is a well established
forty five foot rock (ie. boulder) garden filled with hostas. I did not add the boulders but [ have
certainly planted plenty of hostas! In addition, just past the hostas, approximately twenty five feet
from the foundation and seventeen feet from the north edge of the property is an established cherry
tree. The base of the tree is a good five-foot drop compared to the house foundation. This slope in
my yard is the problem. My back yard neighbor has a similar low spot near the fence and it may be
related to Kettle Pond, a natural marshy area and a Dane County Conservation Park, which adjoins
his property.

2. The variance is not contrary to the spirit, purpose, and intent of the regulations in the zoning
district and is not contrary to the public interest.

The variance I am seeking is the minimum possible to add an attached garage with some storage
space to the side of my house. The allowed set back is seven feet and I have seventeen feet to work
with. However the legal parking space in the city of Madison is eight feet by eighteen feet. [ also
need a three-foot landing in front of my side door. The outside wall of the garage needs to be an
eight-inch wide frost wall. This means I asking for the absolute minimum of an eleven-foot eight -
inch wide garage. So, instead of a seven-foot setback I would have five foot four inch setback.

3.For an area (setbacks, etc.) variance, compliance with the strict letter of the ordinance would
unreasonably prevent use of the property for a permitted purpose or would render compliance
with the ordinance unnecessarily burdensome.

I need a variance to build a garage due to the slope in my backyard.

4. The alleged difficulty or hardship is created by the terms of the ordinance rather than by a person
who has a present interest in the property.

My house, like the rest of the neighborhood is post-war housing, sited in the middle of the lot. Many
people have added garages, attached as well as unattached.

5. The proposed variance shall not create substantial detriment to adjacent property.

The garage will not block substantial air and light and I will make sure drainage runs down my
slope and not over to my neighbor.

6. The proposed variance shall be compatible with the character of the immediate neighborhood.
The design of the garage will be consistent in materials with my house. As mentioned earlier, a one

car attached garage is fairly typical in the neighborhood. In fact the design I am choosing is very
similar to the garage built by my neighbor Dave at 1205 Temkin Ave.



Application Requirements

Please provide the following information: incomplete applications could result in referral or
denial by the Zoning Board of Appeals. (Maximum size for all drawings is 11" x 17".)

Pre-application meeting with staff: Prior to submittal of this application, the applicant has met to discuss the
g proposed project and submittal material with the Zoning Administrator.

Site plan, drawn to scale. A registered survey is recommended, but not required. Show the following:
m Q Lot lines
QO Existing and proposed structures, with dimensions and setback distances to all property lines
Q Approximate location of structures on neighboring properties adjacent to variance
0O Major landscape elements, fencing, retaining walls or other relevant site features
O Scale (1” = 20’ or 1’ = 30’ preferred)
Q North arrow

Elevations from all relevant directions showing existing and proposed views, with notation showing the existing
structure and proposed addition(s).

Interior floor plan of existing and proposed structure, when relevant to the variance request and required by
Zoning Staff (Most additions and expansions will require floor plans).

Front yard variance requests only. Show the building location (front setback) of adjacent properties on each side
of the subject property to determine front setback average.

Lakefront setback variance requests only. Provide & survey prepared by a registered land surveyor showing
existing setbacks of buildings on adjacent lots, per MGO 28.138.

Variance requests specifically involving slope, grade, or trees Approxnmate location and amount of slope,
direction of drainage, location, species and size of trees.

n

Digital copies of all plans and drawings should be emailed to: zoning@cityofmadison.com

CHECK HERE. I understand that in order to process my variance application, City Staff will need access to my
property so that they can take photographs and conduct a pre-hearing inspection of the property. I therefore give
City Staff my permission to enter my property for the purpose of conducting a pre-hearing inspection and taking
photographs.

CHECK HERE. I acknowledge any statements implied as fact require supporting evidence.

BE [ RV OAOARARA

CHECK HERE. I have been given a copy of and have reviewed the standards that the Zoning Board of Appeals will
use when reviewing applications for variances. '
y4

Owner's Signature: | 4:‘{1/\)‘“/\ %‘w\h"b pate: -5~ 23920

(For Office Use Only)

DECISION
The Board, in accordance with its findings of fact, hereby determines that the requested variance for
(is) (is not) in compliance with all of the standards for a variance.

Further findings of fact are stated in the minutes of this public hearing.

The Zoning Board of Appeals: I:IApproved D Denied D Conditionally Approved

Zoning Board of Appeals Chair: Date:
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