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Tax Credits for Historic 
Building Rehabilitation

& 
Substitute Materials



25% Homeowner

20% & 20% Income-Producing
20% credit for eligible rehabilitation 
costs on State income tax, 20% of 
eligible rehabilitation costs on 
Federal income tax

25% credit of eligible 
rehabilitation costs on State 

Income taxes

Tax Credits for Historic 
Building Rehabilitation



Historic Preservation
Tax Credit:

Income-Producing 
Buildings

Best Practices
Secretary of the 

Interior’s Standards 
for Rehabilitation

**Retain historic identity and integrity



Standard 6 
“Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced.  
Where severity of deterioration requires replacement of distinctive 
feature, the new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture and 
other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.  Replacement of 
missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or 
pictorial evidence.”



SOI Standards for Rehabilitation

nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve

Wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article.CS15265



-Successfully used in many 
rehabilitation/preservation 
projects
-Can be cost effective
-Can accurately duplicate 
visual qualities of historic 
material

Substitute Materials in 
Historic Buildings

-Raises philosophical ?’s
-Inappropriate choice or 
improper installation can 
harm integrity of historic 
materials
-Can destroy historic 
integrity of resource

PROS CONS



Evaluating Substitute 
Materials in Historic 

Buildings
1. Is replacement necessary? 
2. Amount of material and location of 

replacement material is evaluated 
in relation to historic character 

3. Is there historic precedent for 
substitute material

4. Appropriateness of substitute 
material (appearance, application, 
physical compatibilities with historic 
material)



Potential Alternatives

Cast Aluminum

Cast Stone

Asphalt Shingles



**HISTORIC TAX CREDIT PROJECTS ARE 
REVIEWED ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS



Claire Bushemi
Tax Credit Reviewer – Western District
608-264-6490
claire.bushemi@wisconsinhistory.org

Thank you!
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