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November 11, 2019 1802 & 1902 Wright St Sign Plan CDR 

 

Urban Design Commission 

City of Madison 

 

RE:  1802 & 1902 Wright Street – Sign Plan Approval – McAllen Properties Truax Business Park – 

Comprehensive Design Review Amendment to the Current CDR. 

 

 

Dear Commission, 

 

Attached is the proposed sign plan for the Commercial Site, Zoned IL, located at 1802 & 1902 Wright Street, 

consisting of addresses 1802, 1804, 1808, 1810, 1820, 1828, 1832, 1844, 1854, 1856, 1858, 1902, 1904, 1908, and 

1910 Wright Street.   

 

There is an existing CDR for this property from November, 2000.  The existing CDR grants the property’s two 

existing, double-sided, internally-illuminated ground signs.  The text of that CDR also states that “no wall-mounted 

signs other than small inconspicuous I.D. signs on or over entry doors of each tenant be permitting.”  However, 

since the date of that CDR there have been numerous wall signs approved and permitted through the UDC Secretary 

and City Zoning.  The intent of this amendment request is to implement signage parameters for future wall signs in 

addition to the existing ground signs. 

 

Per the Madison Sign Control Ordinance, section 31.043(4)(b) Comprehensive Design Review Criteria, below are 

the seven items required to be addressed: 

1. The sign plan proposed indeed creates visual harmony between the signs, buildings and site and appears to 

result in signs of appropriate scale and character. 

2. Each element of the proposed sign plan is intended to identify the property and direct visitors in an effective 

manner. 

3. No elements of the proposed sign plan are intended to violate stated purposes of ordinances, and they do not 

appear to do so. 

4. All signs will meet minimum construction requirements of the Chapter 31 Sign Control Ordinance. 

5. All proposed signs are on-premise of the owner’s property and do not go beyond the restrictions of 

Advertising or Off-Premise Directional Signs in the Chapter 31 Sign Control Ordinance. 

6. The proposed sign plan is not intended to present hazards, obstruct views, obstruct visibility of lawful signs, 

or negatively impact visual quality, and it does not appear to do so. 

7. All proposed signs are on the owner’s private property. 

 

Existing Ground Signs 

The two existing ground signs, allowed per the existing CDR, are 10’ in overall height and 50 square feet of net area 

per face, for a total of 200 square feet of net area for all four faces combined.  There are four (4) lanes of traffic with 

a speed limit of 25 MPH in front of the property.  Per Table 1 of the Madison Sign Control Ordinance “Ground, 

projecting, wall, roof, and above-roof signs in Groups 2 and 3”, four (4) lanes of traffic and 25 MPH speed limit 

allow for monument signs up to 10’ in overall height, 40 square feet of net area per face and up to 80 square feet of 

net area for all ground sign faces on the property.  The existing signs exceed these current limits, and we are 

requesting no change to what is allowed per the existing CDR. 

 

The existing ground signs are internally-illuminated, and all tenant panels must comply with section 31.04(5)(k)5 of 

the Sign Control Ordinance; that is, they are designed in such a way so that when illuminated, the sign appears to 

have light-colored copy on a dark or non-illuminated background. 
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Requested Amendment 

The request of this amendment is to allow each tenant be entitled to one wall sign and one projecting sign per the 

following parameters: 

 

Wall Signs 

Section 31.07 of Madison Sign Control Ordinance allows each tenant one wall sign per street elevation and 

elevation adjacent to off-street parking.  In the case of these tenant spaces, Madison Sign Control Ordinance would 

allow each sign up to 80 square feet in net area and could be illuminated.  Below are the requested parameters for 

wall signs for tenants at these addresses: 

1. Each tenant is allowed one wall sign in a signable area of their tenant space; each tenant space’s signable to 

be per the Signable Area definition in section 31.03(2).  

2. All wall signs to consist of individual letters (dimensional or non-dimensional) either mounted directly to 

the fascia or to a backer panel that is painted to approximate the color of the building fascia on which it will 

be installed. 

3. The dimensional letters can be either illuminated or non-illuminated and if illuminated must comply with 

section 31.04(5)(k)5 of the Sign Control Ordinance; that is, they are designed in such a way so that when 

illuminated, the sign appears to have light-colored copy on a dark or non-illuminated background. 

4. There is no limitation to the color or style of the letters and are subject to property owner approval. 

5. Any wall sign is limited to 60 square feet net area, as measured per Section 31.03(2) of the Sign Control 

Ordinance.  Please note this limitation is a 25% reduction in net area to what is allowed by the Sign Control 

Ordinance. 

 

Projecting Signs 

Section 31.09 of Madison Sign Control Ordinance allows each tenant one projecting sign per street elevation or 

corner of a building with each sign up to 20 square feet in net area and either lit or non-lit.  Below are the requested 

parameters for projecting signs for tenants at these addresses: 

1. Each tenant is allowed one projecting sign in a signable area of their tenant space; each tenant space’s 

signable to be per the Signable Area definition in section 31.03(2). 

2. Any projecting sign can be illuminated or non-illuminated and if illuminated must comply with section 

31.04(5)(k)5 of the Sign Control Ordinance; that is, they are designed in such a way so that when 

illuminated, the sign appears to have light-colored copy on a dark or non-illuminated background. 

3. Consistent with section 31.09(1)(a), any projecting sign cannot project more than 6’ from the building face. 

4. Consistent with section 31.09(2)(a), any projecting sign must vertically clear any pedestrian area by at least 

10 (ten) and vehicular ways by at least fourteen (14) feet. 

5. There is no limitation to the sign style and are subject to property owner approval. 

6. Any projecting signs are limited to 12 square feet of net area per side, as measured per Section 31.03(2) of 

the Sign Control Ordinance. Please note this limitation is a 25% reduction in net area to what is allowed by 

the Sign Control Ordinance. 

 

In summary, the proposed sign plan is intended to optimize property identification.  As such, we are seeking 

approval of this amendment. 

 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Dan Pietrzykowski – DP Industries LLC d/b/a Grant Signs 
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LOCATOR MAP   11.08.19

MCALLEN TRUAX BUSINESS PARK

1802 & 1902 WRIGHT ST. MADISON, WI
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ADDRESSES WITHIN EACH BUILDING                 11.08.19

MCALLEN TRUAX BUSINESS PARK

1802, 1832, 1902 WRIGHT ST. MADISON, WI
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INVENTORY OF CURRENT SIGNAGE           11.08.19

MCALLEN TRUAX BUSINESS PARK

1802 & 1902 WRIGHT ST. MADISON, WI
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PROPOSED SIGNAGE (WAS COMPOUND PHOTONICS)
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CURRENT GROUND SIGNAGE              11.08.19

MCALLEN TRUAX BUSINESS PARK

1802 & 1902 WRIGHT ST. MADISON, WI
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(INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED)
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SAMPLES TO COMPARE
WALL SIGN NET AREA SIZES

OF  1832 WRIGHT ST. - MCALLEN TRUAX BUSINESS PARK

1832 WRIGHT ST.

WALL SIGNS UP TO 60 ft2 IN NET AREA ARE REQUESTED IN THIS CDR AMENDMENT

SAMPLE 80 ft2 NET SIGN AREA LAYOUT
THIS IS WHAT MADISON SIGN ORDINACE CH. 31

WOULD ALLOW FOR THIS TENANT SPACE

PHOTO OF THIS TENANT SPACE’S REPRESENTATIVE SIGNABLE AREA AS DEPICTED IN ELEVATION DRAWINGS BELOW

SAMPLE SIGNS SHOWN IN BLUE BELOW
ARE FOR REFERENCE ONLY; SIGN CAN BE

ANY HEIGHT/WIDTH PROPORTION &
LOCATED ANYWHERE WITHIN SIGNABLE AREA

SAMPLE 60 ft2 NET SIGN AREA LAYOUT
THIS IS WHAT IS BEING REQUESTED

AS ALLOWABLE PER THE CDR AMENDMENT

SAMPLE 40 ft2 NET SIGN AREA LAYOUT
SHOWN TO DEMONSTRATE HOW A SMALLER SIGN DOES NOT NECESSARILY RESULT

IN APPROPRIATE SCALE TO THE PROPERTY’S LARGE SIGNABLE AREAS
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